
 



 
Jesus is preceded by John the Baptist (1:1-8)  
 

Note the change of wording in 1:3 from the original prophecy in Isaiah 40:3 in that while the latter refers to 
Jehovah, in Mark, the reference is clearly to Jesus; Jesus is introduced as the one who authentically fulfils 
prophecies once associated with Jehovah.  

Why do you think Mark mentions the wilderness three times?  

Think about its location – it was an arid area of rocks and sand, of steep mountains, rugged hills and barren valleys 
between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. The term is used in the OT – Ps. 68:7; 107:35; Isa. 41:18-20; 48:21. Consider 
the value of these verses for John choosing to live in the wilderness, given that it is not where many people live (Lk. 
1:80). Was the location significant because it was associated with the location of prophets in the OT, or because it 
was where God had revealed himself in kindness, miraculous power and guidance in the past, or because it was 
removed from the self-indulgent, commercial and corrupt practices associated with religion in Jerusalem, or 
because the barrenness suited the stark message of John’s uncompromising message associated with repentance? 
Do you have an alternative reason?  

What does 1:6 reveal about John? (See Lev. 11:2, 22; 2 Kgs. 1:8; Zech. 13:4).  
 
What would being baptized in water have meant to Jewish people and how might they have felt 
about the prospect?  

Baptism in water was one of the ways whereby adult Gentiles could become proselytes (converting to Judaism) – 
thus, it was not a practice for Jews. Nevertheless, it indicated a decisive break with the past. However, it is also 
associated by Jews with cleansing (Ps. 51:2).  

Offer alternative words for ‘repentance’ as required of the people by John. The word carries 
with it the concept of sorrow and also of changing one’s direction with the implication of 
changing one’s practices/lifestyle/mind. 
  
Who would the people assume John was referring to when he speaks of the Holy Spirit, given 
that the trinity was a concept yet to be revealed? Isaiah 61:1 & 63:10 identify the term as a 
synonym for God.  
 
Do you think that they would have been encouraged or frightened by the prospect of being 
baptized with the Holy Spirit? Why?  
 
How do you imagine Jesus may have been feeling on this occasion?  
 
How do you think John felt about his mission?  
 
How do you think John felt when he met Jesus for the first time?  
 
 



Verse for Meditation  

1:11 - “you are my beloved Son: with you I am well pleased”.  

Personal questions:  
 
What lesson can I learn from these verses?  
 
What truth concerning Jesus can I apply to my life this week?  
 
Prayer:  
 
Lord, thank you that you are God. Please help me to remember who you are so that I may walk 
through my life knowing that the One who has supreme authority walks beside me. Thank you 
that you choose to partner me everyday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


