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                                                            The Holy Spirit Encounter 
                                                          The Filling of the Holy Spirit  
Introduction: 

1. Story of Tournament of Roses float 
2. Same thing happens with many Christians  
3. DL Moody – “because I leak” 

Historical Background: 
1. The “infilling of the Holy Spirit” has been interpreted in a variety of ways  
2. The term Baptism with the Holy Spirit originates in the New Testament 
3. Prior to the 18th Century most believed that they received the fullness upon conversion 

or through the rites of Christian initiation like water baptism and confirmation  
4. Pentecostals and Charismatics believed that it was a separate and distinct experience  
5. John the Baptist contrasted his water baptism with that of Jesus  
6. “Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’” (John 3:5)  
7. in John 20:22 Jesus says, “receive the Holy Spirit” Scholars believe that this did not 

involve the actual reception of a supernatural empowering of the Holy Spirit  
8. Acts 1:8 they received the fullness of the Holy Spirit - With them it was not mere 

intellectual assent - they knew when He came, where He came, and how he came.  
9.  Acts 19:2 – “did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed” 
10. Acts 19:6 “And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying”. 
11. There are differing viewpoints as to whether Spirit Baptism is subsequent to conversion 

and whether tongues is always a sign of receiving the baptism 
The Bible says: 

1. Acts 1:4-5 “He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem but wait for the 
promise of the Father …..” 

2. Acts 1:8 “but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you …” 
3. But Jesus said, 'It is expedient', it is necessary, 'that I leave you, that the Comforter, the 

Advocate, might come'.  
4. The tragedy that we get bogged down with debate and theological niceties at the 

expense of knowing the Third Person of the Trinity. 
5. An equal tragedy is the abuse and error and perversion that is performed in the name of 

the Holy Spirit in Christendom. 
6. There is a great deal of excess, extremism and perversion in the name of the Holy Spirit 
7. As a result, many have quenched the Holy Spirit and retreated into a corner of disbelief 
8. Leonard Ravenhill said: 'We are warned of false fire by fireless men, and then we too 

often settle for no fire at all'. 
9. I believe that in every revival, in every awakening, every renewal there has been a 

rediscovery of the truth of the Personality and the Power and Ministry of the Holy Spirit  
10. In John 20:22, the Lord Jesus says, 'Receive the Holy Spirit'.  
11. So, these men were not ignorant of the Person and power of the Holy Spirit and yet they 

still needed their Pentecost, they still needed the promise of the Father in fullness.  
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12. In the early church there was repentance and there was faith in Jesus Christ, then there 
was water baptism, and then Spirit baptism.  

13. But sometimes God will do something different  
14. Let me say this - I'm not here to argue terminology with you today 
15. Billy Graham said: 'I don't care what you call it, just get it!'.  
16. Story by Soren Kierkegaard about ducks  
17. We make a lot of claims, we sing about it, we pray about it, we confess it, and celebrate 

it - and yet we are not flying, so many of us!  
18. Peter preached one sermon and 3000 souls were saved, and we can preach 3000 

sermons today and not see a soul converted... 
Why should I be filled and how can I be filled? 

1. No one experiences a victorious Christian life 24/7 – 365 days of the year  
2. Paul says: 'It's not I, but Christ who lives in me'.  
3. Paul told the Galatians “you began in the Spirit, but you are trying to perfect your 

Christianity in the flesh by keeping laws “    
4. D.L. Moody ‘You might as well try to hear without ears, or breathe without lungs, as to 

try and live the Christian life without the Spirit of God in your heart'.  
5. Jesus said:  'If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, 

out of his heart will flow rivers of living water'', 
6. Speaking in tongues is not a grand emotional experience for me, but it has helped me 

greatly during times when words cannot express my yearnings and petitions to God.  
7. Speaking in tongues is not a grand emotional experience for me, but it has helped me 

greatly during times when words cannot express my yearnings and petitions to God.   
8.  Acts 4:31 “…. were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly”  
9. Let’s get past the semantics  

Misunderstandings: 
1. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not the same as being consecrated  
2. Luke chapter 11:9, Jesus speaking 'So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. If a son asks for 
bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
he give him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!'.  

3. Do you think there is something God wants you to do? Yes -ask  
4. Mark 11 “whatever – pray – believe that you receive them, and you will have them” 
5. Jesus said, 'How much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 

that ask'  
6. Some seek the experience rather than the person  
7. We read Christian biographies and we want a similar experience  
8. Story of Oswald Chambers – “My utmost for His highest” 
9. Story of AW Tozer  
10. We can ignore the Holy Spirit but to our determent  

11. If you ignore the Holy Spirit how can you expect to know the fire of the Holy Spirit? 


