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God’s interest in even the smallest detail about the disciples illustrated Jesus’ conclusion. Jesus 
told His disciples that they were of more value than many sparrows. The word “value” is a 
combination of two Greek words, dia (dia) meaning “through,” and fero (phero) meaning “to 
carry.  Thus the compound word diafero has a literal meaning of “to carry preeminence.” 

Jesus is saying that God has a hierarchy of value when it comes to life, and humans are at the 
top of that hierarchy. However, it isn’t only us who enjoy this preeminence. 

Three important observations can be 
made that imply that Jesus had more 
than only the disciples in mind when 
He considered human worth. First, it is 
likely that Judas Iscariot was among the 
disciples when Jesus offered these 
encouraging words. He was not a true 
disciple then or later, but Jesus did not 
distinguish between him and the other 
disciples. Second, Jesus spoke of the 
preeminence of human worth in other 
contexts where He wasn’t speaking 
only about disciples. 

Introduction:

For example in Matthew 12:12, Jesus compared the value of people to animals. He said, “How 
much more valuable then is a man than a sheep!” The word “valuable” in Matthew 12:12 is 
the same Greek word found in Luke 12:7. Third, Scripture makes it clear that Jesus died for all 
people ( John 3:16), not only the disciples. His love for humanity led Him to sacrifice Himself 
on their behalf, even though many of them would never accept His offer of forgiveness.

The high value God places on humans should lead us to place a higher value on human beings 
than other living things as well. Humans are not simply the end product of blind evolution, 
different in degree but not kind. Humans are different in kind as well as degree. Genesis 
1:26-27 reveals this distinction. Only man was created in God’s image. While no one can state 
with certainty what it means to be created in the image of God, the biblical record asserts 
that only human beings possess this characteristic of the divine.

Thoughts/Notes



The truths derived from Jesus’ message to His disciples remind us that all life has value to God. 
HE sees no difference in value between the obedient and the disobedient, the child and the 
adult, the sick and the healthy, the poor and the rich. 

In the opening six verses of Psalm 139, there are eight different Hebrew words that stack up 
to tell us that God knows our individual stories intimately: "O LORD, you have searched me 
and known me! You know when I sit down and when I stand up; you understand my thoughts 
from far away. You observe my travels and my rest; You are aware of all my ways. Before a 
word is on my tongue, You know all about it, LORD. You have encircled me; You have placed 
Your hand on me. This behind and before, and lay Your hand upon me. This extraordinary 
knowledge is beyond me. It is lofty; I am unable to reach it." 

Each of these words conveys a different layer of God's knowledge of us. Combined, they 
picture God like a detective, tracking even our most mundane activities, studying us even when 
we think we're alone. He dissects our inner world into parts, discerning what makes us tick 
and why we do what we do. He has such a grasp of each one of us that He knows precisely 
what we will say or do next, as if it had already been uttered or performed.
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Verse 13-16a with me: "For it was You who created my inward parts; You knit me together in 
my mother's womb. I will praise You, because I have been remarkably and wonderfully made. 
Your works are wonderful, and I know this very well. My bones were not hidden from You, when 
I was made in secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw me when I 
was formless "

Pay attention to the words. It was God 
who knitted us together in our mother's 
womb, a picture of the intricate 
attention to detail of a seamstress as a 
garment is created one thread at a time. 
And notice that phrase in v. 13 where 
David writes, "I have been remarkably 
and wonderfully made." The adverbs in 
that sentence make plain that you are 
totally unique, a one-of-a-kind, fashioned 
with awe-inspiring skill by the Almighty 
right down to your unique fingerprints.

All people, should respond to humanity in the same way Jesus did and consider all human life, in 
every stage and condition, of equal value and worthy of absolute protection and care.

As a Christian this should inform our outlook on all of life. 

We can make a difference and we must! 

God says that life is precious. 

I pray you will join me and call upon the Lord in intercession for our nation, our world and the 
helpless, voiceless people who face death in the name of convenience, money and godless 
indifference.

Humbly submitted 
Peter van Breda 
11 September 2015 



Your values form the foundation of your 
life. They dictate the choices you make 
and determine the direction that your life 
takes. Your values will influence your 
decisions related to your relationships, 
career, and other activities you engage in. 
Despite this importance, few people 
think through and so define their values. 
Instead, they simply adopt the values of 
their parents and the dominant values of 
society that are thrust on them without 
quest ion ing or examin ing them. 
Unfortunately, many times these values 
are not God breathed and will carry you 
down a path that is not the direction you 
want to go.

So we need to examine the values you 
were raised with? What values are you 
presently living in accordance with? Are 
they the same or different? Do your 
values bring you happiness? Are they in 
line with scripture?

These are essential questions that you must ask if you are to find meaning, happiness, success, 
and connection in your life. Yet, finding the answers to these questions is a challenge and then 
changing them in a way that will lead to fulfillment is an even greater challenge. 

Each human life is a precious gift from God. Each person who receives the gift of life has 
responsibilities toward God, self, and others. Society, through its laws and social institutions, 
must protect and nurture human life at every stage of its existence. These beliefs flow from 
ordinary reason and from our faith's constant witness that life must be protected with the 
utmost care from the moment of conception —a teaching that has been a constant part of the 
Christian message since the apostolic age.

A wide spectrum of issues touches on the protection of human life and the promotion of 
human dignity. Therefore we cannot and should not tolerate bias and discrimination in any form, 
because human life is sacred and inviolable at every stage, circumstance and situation.

There are numerous resources available and I pray you will become involved.
There are four major areas for resources available:

Public Information and education to deepen understanding of the sanctity of human life and the 
humanity of unborn children, the moral evil of intentionally killing innocent human beings—
whether at the beginning of life or at its end.

We need to witness to and serve all human life.

Pastoral Care for women with problems related to pregnancy; for all who have been involved in 
abortion; for those who are disabled, sick, and dying, and their families and caregivers; for those 
who have lost loved ones to violent crime; and for those in prison sentenced to death.  Pastoral 
Care are is also available for men 

Public Policy – influence and direct efforts to restoring legal protection to the lives of unborn 
children and those vulnerable to pressures to end their lives by assisted suicide, and to providing 
morally acceptable alternatives to abortion and euthanasia

Prayer and Worship directed to participation in the life of the church and in programs of 
communal and individual prayer, that the culture of death that surrounds us today must be 
replaced by a culture of life and love.

 I urge each one of you to advance pro-life positions within your family, church, and community, as 
well as within your professional organizations and to continue to be vigilant guardians of every 
human life. 

To date over 58 million in the USA since Roe vs Wade (1973) ; each day about 2,400; 780,000 this 
year; Planned Parenthood close to 7,000,000 since 1970; 232,000 by Planned Parenthood this 
year. 4.8% of abortions in the US occurred from week 16 of pregnancy to week 32. 21 

Together we are involved in God's work in promoting the dignity of the human person.

We need to pray for our nation and for our world.  

We have taken major steps down a slippery slope that will lead us farther and farther away from 
God. 

 We have witnessed the dawn of a new day in our country where, in the long run, no one may be 
safe from the death merchants.  

We need to take our stand, cast our votes and lift our voices in favor of life.  
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This focus and the Church's commitment to a consistent ethic of life explains the Church's 
teaching at the level of moral principle—far from diminishing concern for abortion and 
euthanasia or equating all issues touching on the dignity of human life—recognizes instead the 
distinctive character of each issue while giving each its proper place within a coherent moral 
vision

A Christian is to be a faithful witness to God’s truth in this world. Therefore, they must publicly 
testify to the Sanctity of Human Life and in so doing protects that life and proclaims God’s 
truth.

God’s Word teaches that life exists at conception and is to be protected from its earliest stage. 
So anything less than the preservation of another life is contrary to God’s Word. Freedom of 
choice ends where compromising God’s Word begins. Human beings, born and the unborn, 
whether healthy or impaired, are of equal value in God’s eyes. Christians must seek to protect 
the lives of mothers and children, care for them, and use God’s Word to correct error and 
proclaim truth about life now and for eternity. Since this is God’s position this must be our 
stance as well 

Motivated by their love for Christ, Christians will put their faith into action.

And so as Christians we are to use every legal avenues in society including the ballot box to 
reflect their love for Christ by protecting the lives of others.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German pastor, theologian and martyr, once said, “Silence in the face of evil 
is itself evil. God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.” 

So I must speak, and I must act. That’s why I am writing this. 

This paper is a precise and vigorous reaffirmation of the value of all human life and its 
inviolability and at the same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and every person to 
respect, protect, love and serve life -  

What To Do....
The Declaration of Independence, written more than two hundred years ago, speaks of the 
"Laws of Nature and of Nature's God" before making this historic assertion: "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness." 

Today we see the tensions increasing between these founding principles and political reality. 
Nowhere is this more pronounced than in the continuing effort to ignore the right to life of 
unborn children, as well as in efforts to legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a "Gospel of life." It invites all persons to a new life lived 
abundantly in respect for human dignity. 

We cannot simultaneously commit ourselves to human rights and progress while eliminating or 
marginalizing the weakest among us. Nor can we practice the Gospel of life only as a private 
piety. Christians must live it vigorously and publicly, as a matter of national leadership and 
witness, or we will not live it at all. 

The law is not the only means of protecting life, but it plays a key and often decisive role in 
affecting both human behavior and thinking. 

It is imperative to restore legal protection to the lives of unborn children and to ensure that the 
lives of others, especially those who are disabled, elderly, or dying, are not further jeopardized.

As Christians we should pursue the following:

• passage of a constitutional amendment that will protect unborn children's right to life to the 
maximum degree possible, and pursuit of appropriate strategies to attain this goal

• federal and state laws and administrative policies that restrict the practice of abortion as much 
as possible and that prohibit government support of abortion, human cloning, and research 
that destroys human embryos

• continual challenging of the scope of and ultimate reversing of the decisions of the U.S. 
Supreme Court and other courts denying the right to life

• support for legislation that provides morally acceptable alternatives to abortion, including 
funding to expand education, health, nutrition, and other services for disadvantaged parents 
and their children

• support for federal and state legislation that promotes effective palliative care for those who 
are chronically ill or dying

• support for efforts to prevent legalization of euthanasia and assisted suicide by legislation or 
referendum



Threat To Human Life

Just as with the proponents of same-sex 
marriage the abortion opponents are 
often accused of trying to push their 
religious views off on the rest of society, 
yet those who favor abortion do the 
same when they hope to push on all of 
society their personally-held conviction 
which allows for abortion on demand. 

Abortion is a common experience: At 
current rates, about one in three 
American women will have had an 
abortion by the time she reaches age 45. 
Moreover, a broad cross section of U.S. women have abortions. 58% of women having 
abortions are in their 20s; 61% have one or more children; 85% are unmarried; 69% are 
economically disadvantaged; and 73% report a religious affiliation. No racial or ethnic group 
makes up a majority: 36% of women obtaining abortions are white non-Hispanic, 30% are black 
non-Hispanic, 25% are Hispanic and 9% are of other racial backgrounds.

Contraceptive use is a key predictor of women's recourse to abortion.

Today, when human rights are proudly proclaimed and the value of life itself given public 
affirmation, the most basic of all human rights, "the very right to life," is being denied or 
trampled upon, especially at the more significant moments of existence: the moment of birth 
and the moment of death. 

Sometimes very difficult or even tragic situations can be the basis for decisions made against 
life, circumstances in an attempt to diminish the personal culpability of those who make 
choices that in themselves are evil. 

The question "Where does one begin?" is simple to answer: "We must begin with a 
commitment never to intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of any innocent human life, no 
matter how broken, unformed, disabled or desperate that life may seem" 

A Christian does not have the right to 
choose that which is contrary to God’s 
wil l . Apart from God’s expressed 
command, Christians cannot take human 
life, but rather, are obliged to protect it.

I hope you agree with me that human life 
is precious!  



Thus some behaviors are always wrong, always incompatible with our love of God and the 
dignity of the human person. 

Abortion, the direct taking of innocent human life prior to birth, is always morally wrong, as is 
the deliberate destruction of human embryos for any reason. 

Assisted suicide and euthanasia are not acts of mercy but acts that are never morally 
acceptable. 

Direct attacks on innocent civilians during war and terrorist acts targeting non-combatants 
must always be condemned.

My concern is only intensified by the realization that a policy and practice that has resulted in 
over 54 million deaths from abortions cannot but diminish respect for life in other areas. 

We need to be cognizant of the linkage between abortion and these other important issues 
because all issues involving human life are interdependent.

A society which destroys human life by abortion under the mantle of law unavoidably 
undermines respect for life in all other contexts.

This is why the focus in this paper is:

1. On the pervasive threat to human life arising from the widespread recourse to abortion, 
from public policies that allow, encourage, and even fund abortion, societal ills that result in 
the innocent dying.

2. The growing effort to promote the taking of human life through euthanasia.
3. Addressing the issue of “all lives matter” as opposed to “Black Lives Matter” only. 

Framing of Our Ethics 
The way in which people conduct their lives is often framed by their ethical standards --- 
whether in business, medicine, justice system, and even their Christian living. The problem is 
people tend to compartmentalize, rather than apply, their ethics in all aspects of their daily lives. 

In other words, a good business practice may not necessarily involve the practice of good 
Christian ethics. And many Christians presume that although they feel they practice good 
Christian ethics, they are rather fuzzy in their day-to-day ethical living practices.

As you take a look at the culture of death thinking and psyche you have to ask - what makes 
people want to kill their unborn child? What is their worldview on such issues as family, God, the 
role of religious values, relationships? 

In order to answer those questions, one must first examine whether a consistent ethic is being 
practiced in a person’s daily life before the issue of ending the deaths of unborn children or the 
elderly can be addressed.

Superficial agencies like Planned Parenthood suggest that abortion is nothing more than a 
decision, not something rooted in an attitude or ethic. 

For example, remember how Jesus talked about the value of helping others.  We should be 
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, visiting the imprisoned, etc. 

It sounds great and is a lifestyle practiced by many.

Jesus also said that there is no profit in gaining the world, in accumulating riches, in finding 
worldly pleasure, yet losing ones soul. He suggested a broader ethic rooted first in a relationship 
with God.

The same message can be found in the Epistles. The writer to the Hebrews reminds us that 
without faith we cannot please God. 

The value of the consistent ethic is not found in the actions but in the relationship with God 
from which the actions radiate. In other words, what comes first is building a strong foundation 
with God. From that foundation we then do the things of God.

Christians express their freedom through the moral obligation of the law. Obedience to the 
moral law is an expression of love for God. That moral law guides us in sharing God-pleasing 
love to our fellow human beings. 



Abortion
Definition: Abortion, the direct 
killing of an innocent human being, 
is always immoral. 

The victims are the most vulnerable 
and defenseless member of society. 

The issue is the dignity of human 
l i f e a t concep t ion and the 
callousness of some who classify a 
fetus as not living until some stage 
after fertilization.

Eighty-nine percent (89%)  occur in 
the first 12 weeks of pregnancy 

It is imperative that the life of a 
child is protected – it is not only a 
matter of morality but also justice. 

At its core, Roe v. Wade is a decision that is explicitly defended on the basis of ignorance. 
Justice Blackmun stated in the majority opinion that, "at this point in the development of man's 
knowledge... [we cannot] resolve the difficult question of when life begins." He further states 
that "if this suggestion of (fetal) personhood is established, the [case in support of legal 
abortion] collapses, for the fetus' right to life would then be guaranteed specifically by the 
(14th) Amendment." 

While the claim, we just don't know when life begins, was demonstrably false in 1973, it is even 
more nonsensical today. We do know when life begins. 

We are "at the point in the development of man's knowledge" where we can "resolve [this] 
difficult question." 

Nevertheless, the law remains the same. 

Conclusion
 Definition: It is the act or condition of acquiescing or giving tacit 

assent; agreement 

In today’s world, statements of what is right and what is wrong are recast as philosophical 
musings rather than universal absolutes. What philosophers call moral relativism God calls sin.

It provides a perceived advantage for today with no regard of future repercussions.
Any consequence for sin – delayed or not – still cannot remove the wrongness of our actions or 
the aftermath that will come. 

 Today we have open sexual immorality and abuse of God’s name. The love of money drives 
people into crimes of theft and murder. Disrespect for others abounds. 

Challenging the applicability of God’s Word to moral issues challenges the applicability of all 
God’s Word. Blurring the lines of truth endangers the core. If God cannot be taken at His Word 
when He speaks about morality then is not His entire message of sin and salvation void of its 
power and meaning?

 Paul writes - “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

Remain firm and unmoved while also demonstrating love, patience and compassion. Never tire of 
doing the right thing and never surrender to those who wish to do the wrong thing. Persevere!
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Abortion has become entrenched in American life, and the rhetoric and laws which were thrust 
upon us without public debate has become a force to be reckoned with. Thanks to Roe, 
"human life has less protection in the United States today than at any time since the inception 
of the country [and] less protection... than in any country of the Western world." Like slavery 
before it, abortion is now central to the lives of many Americans, but no matter what the social 
cost may be, when laws victimize the weak and vulnerable and rather than protecting them, it is 
time for those laws to change.

What has transpired in Roe vs Wade when five justices determined the fate of babies is the 
same as what transpired in the same sex marriage decision in late June 2015.  Five unelected 
officials have determined the law of the land and that against the wishes of the majority of the 
nation 

In the 1992 case of Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the Court abandoned Roe's strict trimester 
framework. Instead adopting the standard of undue burden for evaluating state abortion 
restrictions, but reemphasized the right to abortion as grounded in the general sense of liberty 
and privacy protected under the constitution: "Constitutional protection of the woman's 
decision to terminate her pregnancy derives from the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. It declares that no State shall 'deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.' The controlling word in the cases before us is 'liberty'."

In 2000, in Stenberg v. Carhart, the Court expanded the abortion liberty beyond killing in utero; 
it now wrapped in the mantle of the U.S. Constitution the practice of killing during the process 
of birth. Abortion has come to be seen by many not only as a "right" to end a pregnancy prior 
to birth, but as a guarantee that a child aborted will not survive. This is clear in regard to 
partial-birth abortion, as well as in the growing reports of children who, having survived mid- 
and late-term abortions, are put aside and left to die because they were not supposed to live in 
the first place.

On April 18, 2007 it issued a ruling in the case of Gonzales v. Carhart, involving a federal law 
entitled the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 which President George W. Bush had signed 
into law.

The law banned intact dilation and extraction, which opponents of abortion rights referred to 
as "partial-birth abortion”. The United States Supreme Court upheld the 2003 ban by a narrow 
majority of 5-4, marking the first time the Court has allowed a ban on any type of abortion 
since 1973. 

God has ordained government to execute justice and maintain order. It is a high calling to be a 
law enforcement officer. We need to allow law enforcement do its job  To resist legitimate 
authority is to resist God’s servants. 

Good citizens do not fear police officers. Even when we feel law enforcement is abusing their 
power, the Christian must reasonably submit to their authority. Law enforcement must 
sometimes use lethal force when executing judgment, and since law enforcement officers are 
human, sometimes their judgment is wrong.

Regardless we must be in subjection because government is necessary to a humane, just society
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The opinion, which came from Justice Anthony Kennedy, was joined by Justices Antonin Scalia, 
Clarence Thomas, and the two recent appointees, Samuel Alito and Chief Justice John Roberts.

It must be noted that in 1997 President Clinton refused to sign the bill banning this procedure.  
He said it had to contain a provision that allowed the procedure if the woman had serious 
health problems.

In 2015 Kansas became the first state to ban the dilation and evacuation procedure, a 
common second-trimester abortion procedure.

But here is the question the pro-abortion lobby cannot or will not answer – what is the 
difference between one minute before birth and one minute after birth?

Of course we know the answer – it is just proximity 

The Unborn Victims of Violence Act, commonly known as "Laci and Conner's Law" was passed 
by Congress and signed into law by President Bush on April 1, 2004, allowing two charges to 
be filed against someone who kills a pregnant mother (one for the mother and one for the 
fetus). 

It specifically bans charges against the mother and/or doctor relating to abortion procedures. 
Nevertheless, it has generated much controversy among pro-choice advocates. 

How Does That Make Any Sense?
This whole semi-Black Panther kind of charade  that Black Lives Matter folk are putting on 
makes them look foolish, and it’s unfortunate that the words of so many great black leaders of 
the past and present do not resonate with this small sect. Racism can grab a hold of any man, 
woman, or child, and until real leaders step in to swat down this current batch of it, we will 
continue to see this hyperbolic rhetoric 

Sadly, for the Black Lives Matter folks, apparently not all black lives matter. Apparently because 
there is no political or financial capital to be earned, the drive-by shooting of this nine-year-old 
girl from Ferguson, MO is widely ignored by the mainstream media which has recently kow-
towed to the BLM movement.
 
Where are such provocateurs as Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson? Why aren’t they leading the 
parade fomenting the angst and demanding answers as to why this little girl was murdered while 
doing her homework sitting on her mother’s bed?
 
These prevaricators of racial divide were nowhere to be found following the August 18 slaying 
of fourth grader Jamyla Bolden. This crime was not perpetrated by police, nor did not involve 
questionable suspects where it would be important to shift blame to the police. Instead this was 
yet another black on black slaughter; another taking of yet another innocent life – a life barely 
started. No witnesses have come forward to identify a yet to be identified murderer.
 
Unfortunately the BLM movement has operated under the false pretense that blacks are 
constantly the victims of white police officers simply for possessing black skin. Yet, the BLM has 
remained virtually silent regarding the epidemic of black on black crime, often murder. 

If black lives matter, and they do, then all black lives should matter from birth. Black lives should 
matter when under the Lyndon Johnson so-called Great Society it is acceptable for a welfare 
check to replace a father in the home and to date more than 70 percent of all black children are 
born to single mothers. 

Ron Williams, a black commentator said this on the 24th August 2014 "I think there’s fear of 
intimidation, harassment being legitimized by the fact that there is a high rate of crime, especially 
among young black men. The number one cause of death, young black men 15 to 34 — murder. 
Who’s committing the murder? Not police. Other black men." 

Last year, Politi-Fact found that 93 percent of murder victims were killed by someone who 
shares their race. 
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Abortion and Contraception
I address the issue here, because some 
p r o m o t e w i d e s p r e a d u s e o f 
contraception as a means to reduce 
abortions and even criticize the church 
for not accepting this approach.

It is noteworthy that as acceptance and 
use of contraception have increased in 
our society, so have acceptance and use 
of abortion. 

Couples who unintentionally conceive a child while using contraception are far more likely to 
resort to abortion than others. Tragically, our society has fallen into a mentality that views 
children as a burden and invites many to consider abortion as a "backup" to contraceptive 
failure. 

This is most obvious in efforts to promote as "emergency contraception" drugs that really act 
as early abortifacients.

However,  we affirm that contraception and abortion are "specifically different evils," because 
only "the latter destroys the life of a human being," but that they are also related. It is 
important to remember that means that are referred to as "contraceptive" are, in reality, 
sometimes also abortifacient. 

An end to abortion will not come from contraceptive campaigns but from a deeper 
understanding of our human sexuality, and of human life, as sacred gifts deserving our careful 
stewardship.

Carson wrote that the protesters' anger over "racial policing issues" is justified, but said he took 
issue with the movement's targets. "Unjust treatment from police did not fill our inner cities 
with people who face growing hopelessness," he said.
Carson instead called on the social justice movement to take on new targets: school boards, the 
entertainment industry, city halls, crack houses and both the Democratic and Republican parties 
in Washington.

Of the Democratic Party, Carson said the activists should tell party officials "we don't want to 
be clothed, fed and housed. We want honor and dignity."
And of Republicans, Carson said, activists should demand to be invited in and listened to 
because, "They have ignored us for too long."

As he often does on the stump, Carson drew on his background -- his rise from poverty-ridden 
Detroit to becoming one of the foremost neurosurgeons of his generation -- and credited his 
mother with saving him and his brother from "being killed on those streets with nothing but a 
library card." "There are many things to be angry about when you are consumed by 
hopelessness.” Carson said. 20 

The problem with all the rhetoric regarding this issue lies with the society -  specifically black 
society.  At present “Black Lives Matter” and any and all are a reaction but neither they nor 
anyone else is addressing the systemic societal issues that need to be addressed 

‘Black Lives Matter’ protesters are too distracted by much of the press to understand that what 
they’re doing is wrong. To only support the lives of blacks in America serves to divide people 
even further based on skin color alone, which is kind of the opposite of what Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was talking about all those years ago. 

A new Rasmussen poll (08/20/15) is reporting that when asked which statement is closest to 
their own views, 78% of Likely U.S. Voters say all lives matter. The survey finds that just 11% say 
black lives matter. Nine percent (9%) say neither statement reflects their point of view.  Thirty-
one percent (31%) of black voters say black lives matter is closest to their own views, but just 
nine percent (9%) of whites and 10% of other minority voters agree. Eighty-one percent (81%) of 
whites and 76% of other minority voters opt instead for all lives matter, and 64% of blacks agree.



The Beginning of Life 
Ideas do have concrete consequences not only in one’s personal life, but also in the formulation 
of public policies. And once a definition is accepted in one public policy, the logical extensions of 
it can then be applied, invalidly, in many other policies, even if they are not dealing with the same 
exact issue as happens frequently in bioethics. 

Thus, the definitions of "human being" and of "person" that have been concretized in the 
abortion debates have been transferred to several other areas, e.g., human embryo research, 
cloning, stem cell research, the formation of chimeras, the use of abortifacients even to the 
issues of brain death, brain birth, organ transplantation, the removal of food and hydration, and 
research with the mentally ill or the disabled. But both private choices and public policies 
should incorporate sound and accurate science whenever possible. 

What I have tried to indicate is that in these current discussions, individual choices and public 
policies have been based on "scientific" myth, rather than on objective scientific facts.

The fusion of the sperm (with 23 chromosomes) and the oocyte (with 23 chromosomes) at 
fertilization results in a live human being, a single-cell human zygote, with 46 chromosomes the 
number of chromosomes characteristic of an individual member of the human species. 

Quoting Moore: "Zygote: This cell results from the union of an oocyte and a sperm. A zygote is 
the beginning of a new human being (i.e., an embryo). The expression fertilized ovum refers to a 
secondary oocyte that is impregnated by a sperm; when fertilization is complete, the oocyte 
becomes a zygote."1 

This new single-cell human being immediately produces specifically human proteins and 
enzymes (not carrot or frog enzymes and proteins), and genetically directs his/her own growth 
and development. (In fact, this genetic growth and development has been proven not to be 
directed by the mother.)

Finally, this new human being the single-cell human zygote is biologically an individual, a living 
organism an individual member of the human species. Quoting Larsen:"... We begin our 
description of the developing human with the formation and differentiation of the male and 
female sex cells or gametes, which will unite at fertilization to initiate the embryonic 
development of a new individual."2

Perceptions of equality differ. Blacks say they are treated less fairly than whites in their jobs, with 
police, in the courts and during voting. 19

Black lives matter is an activist movement in the United States that began in the wake of the July 
2013 acquittal of George Zimmerman in the Florida shooting death of African-American teen 
Trayvon Martin. 

The Black Lives Matter movement campaigns against what it calls police brutality in the United 
States against African-Americans. The group received fresh impetus from the 2014 deaths of two 
unarmed African Americans, teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri and 43 year old Eric 
Garner in New York City.

Numerous media organizations have referred to it as "a new civil rights movement."

The overall Black Lives Matter movement is a decentralized network, and has no formal 
hierarchy or structure. The movement reached national awareness with the protests and unrest 
in Ferguson in August 2014. 

In a video interview with one of the founders of “Black Lives Matter” the discussion was on how 
"changing Black Lives Matter to All Lives Matter is a demonstration of how we don't actually 
understand structural racism in this country". She went on to discuss how other lives are valued 
more than black lives, which she strongly feels is wrong, and that to take blackness out of this 
equation is inappropriate. 

In a Twitter post, Black Lives Matter said, "If you really believe that all lives matter, you will fight 
like hell for Black lives."

The Black Lives Matter movement is directing its anger at "the wrong targets," former 
neurosurgeon and Republican presidential hopeful Ben Carson said

Carson, who is black, wrote in USA Today that the movement, which is aimed at ending racial 
injustices in the criminal justice system, needs to refocus itself if it intends to bring about change.

"The idea that disrupting and protesting Bernie Sanders speeches will change what is wrong in 
America is lunacy. The 'Black Lives Matter' movement is focused on the wrong targets, to the 
detriment of blacks who would like to see real change," Carson wrote. "The notion that some 
lives might matter less than others is meant to enrage. That anger is distracting us from what 
matters most. We're right to be angry, but we have to stay smart."
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In sum, a mature human sperm and a mature human oocyte are products of gametogenesis each 
has only 23 chromosomes. They each have only half of the required number of chromosomes for 
a human being. They cannot singly develop further into human beings. They produce only 
"gamete" proteins and enzymes. They do not direct their own growth and development. And 
they are not individuals, i.e., members of the human species. They are only parts each one a part 
of a human being. On the other hand, a human being is the immediate product of fertilization. As 
such he/she is a single-cell embryonic zygote, an organism with 46 chromosomes, the number 
required of a member of the human species. This human being immediately produces specifically 
human proteins and enzymes, directs his/her own further growth and development as human, 
and is a new, genetically unique, newly existing, live human individual.

After fertilization the single-cell human embryo doesn’t become another kind of thing. It simply 
grows bigger and bigger, developing through several stages as an embryo over an 8-week period. 
Several of these developmental stages of the growing embryo are given special names, e.g., a 
morula (about 4 days), a blastocyst (5-7 days), a bilaminar (two layer) embryo (during the second 
week), and a trilaminar (3-layer) embryo (during the third week).3

Although racial relations between whites and blacks in some parts of the country remain, at 
times, strained, there is far more common ground than in previous decades. The mass media, 
particularly in its portrayal of athletes, has contributed mightily to improved cross-racial 
perceptions between blacks and whites. With far more frequency, African Americans who have 
become successful athletes are not stereotyped racially but are admired for their skill and human 
qualities. 

With the deaths of Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner and Michael Brown, race relations has 
been propelled to the front of political discussions once again. Protests have broken out across 
the U.S., with blacks and whites alike rushing into the streets and chanting slogans like "Black 
lives matter."

But perhaps unsurprisingly, polling data from Gallup show the perception of America's problems 
with race relations and opinions on potential solutions vary between blacks and whites. While 
whites have a more optimistic view of current race relations and generally don't feel government 
intervention is needed, blacks have seen less progress in recent years and think government 
intervention is one solution.

Blacks now rate the status of race relations lower than whites in multiple categories. 

They are less likely to be satisfied with society's treatment of blacks, to think relations between 
blacks and whites are good and to say they have the same opportunities in housing, education 
and jobs. While in some categories, differences are less pronounced – the percentage of blacks 
and whites saying civil rights improved in their lifetimes was in the 80s for both races, for 
example – other categories show large gaps. 

For the question, "Do blacks have as good a chance as whites in your community to get any kind 
of job for which they are qualified?" there was a 34-point gap between blacks and whites.

Blacks and whites also differ in their opinions on what the solutions should be to improving the 
social and economic position of blacks and other minority groups. Blacks are more likely to say 
the government should play a major role, while whites are more likely to say the government 
should play no role. 

One possible avenue for government intervention is new civil rights legislation. While 53 percent 
of blacks say new laws are needed to reduce discrimination, only 17 percent of whites think 
more laws are necessary

Wealth inequality between blacks and whites also has grown worse since the Great Recession. In 
2013, the median net worth of white households was 12.9 times greater than the wealth of black 
households and 10.3 times greater than the wealth of Hispanic households.
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Myth 1: 

Fact : As demonstrated above, the human embryonic organism formed at fertilization is a 
whole human being, and therefore it is not just a "blob" or a "bunch of cells." This new human 
individual also has a mixture of both the mother’s and the father’s chromosomes, and therefore 
it is not just a "piece of the mother’s tissues". Quoting Carlson:"..Through the mingling of 
maternal and paternal chromosomes, the zygote is a genetically unique product of chromosomal 
reassortment, which is important for the viability of any species."4

Myth 2: 

Fact : As demonstrated above, scientifically there is absolutely no question whatsoever that the 
immediate product of fertilization is a newly existing human being. A human zygote is a human 
being. It is not a "potential" or a "possible" human being. It’s an actual human being with the 
potential to grow bigger and develop its capacities.

Myth 3: 

Fact : As all human embryologists know, a single-cell human zygote, or a more developed 
human embryo, or human fetus is a human being and that that’s the way they are supposed to 
look at those particular periods of development.

Myth 4: 
Fact : The immediate product of fertilization is genetically already a girl or a boy determined by 
the kind of sperm that fertilizes the oocyte. Quoting Carlson again:
".The sex of the future embryo is determined by the chromosomal complement of the 
spermatozoon. (If the sperm contains 22 autosomes and 2 X chromosomes, the embryo will be 
a genetic female, and if it contains 22 autosomes and an X and a Y chromosome, the embryo 
will be a genetic male.)" 

Myth 5: 

Fact : These are a few of the most common myths perpetuated sometimes even within quasi-
scientific articles especially within the bioethics literature. As demonstrated above, the human 
embryo, who is a human being, begins at fertilization not at implantation (about 5-7 days), 14-
days, or 3 weeks. Thus the embryonic period also begins at fertilization, and ends by the end of 
the eighth week, when the fetal period begins. Quoting O’Rahilly: "Prenatal life is conveniently 
divided into two phases: the embryonic and the fetal. The embryonic period proper during 
which the vast majority of the named structures of the body appear, occupies the first 8 
postovulatory weeks. ... The fetal period extends from 8 weeks to birth ..."5 (Emphasis added.)

The institution of slavery was ultimately abhorrent to white Americans in the North and a civil 
war was fought to end this practice. But in many cases institutional reforms were short-lived. The 
majority of the African American population remained in the South and their social and political 
ostracism in that region remained virtually unchanged. 

Blacks did migrate to other regions of the country in the 20th century. 

But a pattern of separate social status and cultural characteristics existed outside of the south as 
well. African Americans chiefly migrated to large cities and were relegated because of economic 
reasons to racially exclusive neighborhoods. They remained segregated from many mainstream 
institutions, including the military, until after the Second World War

It was not until the civil rights movement of the 1960's that a profound national policy was 
developed to address racial injustice. What has emerged is a complex and uneven pattern of 
addressing racial discrimination in the areas of housing, employment, political participation, and 
social recognition.

The decline in the national dropout rate has been driven, in part, by substantially fewer Hispanic 
and black youth dropping out of school (the non-Hispanic white dropout rate has not fallen as 
sharply). The dropout rate for black youth also was at a record low in 2013 (8%) and has fallen 
by nearly half since 2000 (15%). Blacks comprised 16% of the nation’s public school students in 
2013, with that share projected to fall to 15% by 2022.

Hispanics still have the highest dropout rate among all major racial and ethnic groups, it reached 
a record-low of 14% in 2013, compared with 32% of Hispanic 18- to 24-year-olds who were 
dropouts in 2000. Among non-Hispanic white youth, the dropout rate has also declined since 
2000 to 5% in 2013. Asian youth continue to be the major racial group with the lowest high 
school dropout rate (4% in 2013), but it was not at a record low last year.

Pregnancy is the #1 reason girls drop out of school.  Approximately 70% of teenage girls who 
give birth leave school.  More than any other group of high school dropouts, girls who leave due 
to pregnancy report that they would have stayed in school if they had received greater support 
from the adults at school.  About one million high school students become pregnant each year.

• About 750,000 teens get pregnant each year. Two-thirds of these pregnancies, however, are 18 
and 19 year olds, who may or may not be married.  About one third of teens who get pregnant 
seek an abortion.

• Currently, 24 of every 1,000 teens has an abortion. This means that over 200,000 teens get an 
abortion every year.

About 80% of women who get abortions are single.



Myth 6:

Fact: This "scientific" myth is perhaps the most common error, which pervades the current 
literature. The term "pre-embryo" has quite a long and interesting history. It goes back to at 
least 1979 in the bioethics writings of Jesuit theologian Richard McCormick in his work with the 
Ethics Advisory Board to the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and 
those of frog developmental biologist Dr. Clifford Grobstein in a 1979 article in Scientific 
American,6 and most notably in his classic book, Science and the Unborn: Choosing Human 
Futures (1988). Both McCormick and Grobstein subsequently continued propagating this 
scientific myth as members of the Ethics Committee of the American Fertility Society, and in 
numerous influential bioethics articles, leading to its common use in bioethics, theological, and 
public policy literature to this day.
The term "pre-embryo" was also used as the rationale for permitting human embryo research 
in the British Warnock Committee Report (1984). 7

Myth 7: 

Fact: The "morning-after pill," RU486, and the IUD can be abortifacient, if fertilization has taken 
place. Then they would act to prevent the implantation of an already existing human embryo the 
blastocyst which is an existing human being. If the developing human blastocyst is prevented 
from implanting into the uterus, then obviously the embryo dies. In effect, these chemical and 
mechanical methods of contraception have become methods of abortion as well. Quoting 
Moore:" The administration of relatively large doses of estrogens (morning-after pill) for several 
days, beginning shortly after unprotected sexual intercourse, usually does not prevent 
fertilization but often prevents implantation of the blastocyst. Post-conception administration of 
hormones to prevent implantation of the blastocyst is sometimes used in cases of sexual assault 
or leakage of a condom, but this treatment is contraindicated for routine contraceptive use. The 
abortion pill - RU486 also destroys the conceptus by interrupting implantation because of 
interference with the hormonal environment of the implanting embryo. ... An intrauterine device 
(IUD) inserted into the uterus through the vagina and cervix usually interferes with 
implantation by causing a local inflammatory reaction. Some IUDs contain progesterone that is 
slowly released and interferes with the development of the endometrium so that implantation 
does not usually occur."8

All Lives Matter
This topic is a complex issue that continues to 
challenge the American soul. 

I do not for any moment think I have the right 
to speak into this complex issue, suffice to 
attempt to look at a few issues as it relates to 
the topic at hand – namely that all lives matter 
equally. 

Over the past year, there has been a substantial 
rise in the share of Americans — across racial 
and ethnic groups — who say the country 
needs to continue making changes to give 
blacks equal rights with whites, and a growing 
number of Americans view racism as a big 
problem in society.

Today, 50 years after the passage of the Voting Rights Act, roughly six-in-ten Americans (59%) 
say the country needs to continue making changes to achieve racial equality, while 32% say the 
country has made the changes needed to give blacks equal rights with whites. A year ago — 
and at previous points in the last six years — public opinion was much more closely divided on 
this question.

Though a substantial racial divide in these views remains, a majority of whites (53%) now say 
more needs to be done. Last year, just 39% of whites said this. And although large majorities of 
African Americans have consistently said that changes must continue to be made to achieve 
racial equality, the share saying this now (86%) is greater than in the past.
At the same time, there is a more widespread sense among the public that racism in society is 
a significant problem. Currently, 50% say that racism is a big problem in our society today. Five 
years ago, just 33% of Americans identified racism as a big problem, and in January 2009, only 
about a quarter (26%) said this.

Nearly three-quarters of African Americans (73%) now characterize racism as a big problem, 
along with 58% of Hispanics. Although whites are far less likely to say racism is a big problem 
(44%), the share of whites expressing this view has risen 17 points since 2010.

This shift in public opinion is seen across the board. Growing numbers from most regions of 
the country, across all demographic and partisan groups say both that racism is a big problem 
and that more needs to be done to achieve racial equality.



Post-Abortion Healing and Reconciliation
For many women and men, grief and anguish follow 
an abortion experience, which often last for many 
years, if not forever. Women today talk about post-
abortion stress and reveal a pattern of common grief 
in "chat rooms," through published books, and in 
support groups.

We do not and cannot ever stand in judgment of 
anyone who has ever been involved in an abortion, 
but with care and love support that person through 
the pain and loss and help that person, whether man 
or woman to a place of wholeness in Christ.

And yes, it is not only the female who bears all the responsibility for the decision to abort a 
baby.  The man too is responsible and must take ownership for the decision that was made.  

The church therefore needs to extend the grace of a loving savior to both in these 
unfortunate circumstances.

Historically, the euthanasia debate has tended to focus on a number of key concerns. 

The proponents of euthanasia have presented four main arguments: 

a) that people have a right to self-determination, and thus should be allowed to choose their 
own fate;
b) assisting a subject to die might be a better choice than requiring that they continue to suffer; 
c) the distinction between passive euthanasia, which is often permitted, and active euthanasia, 
which is not substantive (or that the underlying principle–the doctrine of double effect–is 
unreasonable or unsound); and
d) permitting euthanasia will not necessarily lead to unacceptable consequences. 

Pro-euthanasia activists often point to countries like the Netherlands and Belgium, and states like 
Oregon, where euthanasia has been legalized, to argue that it is mostly unproblematic.

Similarly, there are four major arguments presented by opponents of euthanasia: 
a) not all deaths are painful; 
b) alternatives, such as cessation of active treatment, combined with the use of effective pain 
relief, are available; 
c) the distinction between active and passive euthanasia is morally significant; and d) legalizing 
euthanasia will place society on a slippery slope, which will lead to unacceptable consequences.

As Christians, we are called to help build a civilization of life and of love, in which seriously ill 
persons and their families are never abandoned, but are supported with services, friendship, and 
love. 

In order to do so, we should:
• reach out to those in the family or broader community who are dying, particularly those who 

are at risk of dying alone, and keep company with them; provide support to the family, 
especially with difficult end-of-life decisions; encourage people to volunteer or provide other 
assistance to the local hospice program

• be advocates for the dying and encourage physicians and other health professionals to provide 
appropriate palliative care

• commit to pray, at church and in homes, for those who are dying and their families to receive 
the respect and care they need and to be comforted by the love of Christ

• develop and support programs of respite care for families caring for seriously ill members at 
home, programs of visitation to nursing homes and hospitals 

• foster efforts to fully welcome persons with disabilities into the church community
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Margaret Sanger and the Negro Project
Margaret Higgins Sanger (born Margaret Louise Higgins, 
September 14, 1879 – September 6, 1966, also known 
as Margaret Sanger Slee) was an American birth 
control activist, sex educator, writer, and nurse. Sanger 
popularized the term "birth control", opened the first 
birth control clinic in the United States, and established 
organizations that evolved into the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America.

On blacks, immigrants and indigents: "...human weeds,' 'reckless breeders,' 'spawning... human 
beings who never should have been born."  Margaret Sanger, Pivot of Civilization, referring to 
immigrants and poor people

On the purpose of birth control: The purpose in promoting birth control was "to create a 
race of thoroughbreds," she wrote in the Birth Control Review, Nov. 1921 

On adultery: A woman's physical satisfaction was more important than any marriage vow, 
Sanger believed. Birth Control in America, p. 11

Killing children:  "The most merciful thing that a large family does to one of its infant members 
is to kill it." Margaret Sanger, Women and the New Race (Eugenics Publ. Co., 1920, 1923)

The Negro Project
The Negro Project was initiated in 1939 by Margaret Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood. It 
was a collaborative effort between the American Birth Control League and Sanger’s Birth Control 
Clinical Research Bureau. For a eugenist, it wasn’t controversial, it was integral to the 
implementation of eugenics to eliminate the ‘unfit’. Eugenics is “a science that deals with the 
improvement (as by control of human mating) of hereditary qualities of a race or breed”. 
Negative eugenics focused on preventing the birth of those it considered inferior or unfit. This 
was the foundation of Sanger’s Birth Control Policy and advocated throughout her writings, 
speeches, and her periodicals including “Pivot of Civilization”, “Plan for Peace” and countless Birth 
Control Review articles. The pseudo-science (racial hygiene theory) of negative eugenics 
influenced social policy and eugenics-based legislation (Immigration Act of 1924, segregation laws, 
sterilization laws) and led to the racial hygiene theory adopted by the Nazis. Noted eugenist, 
Eugen Fischer, who was funded by The Rockefeller Foundation (one of many same organizations 
that also financially supported Sanger’s work), was responsible for the Nazi adoption of racial 
hygiene theory at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute that led to the eugenics implementation of the 
holocaust. 

Health Care Agent (Surrogate): One designated in a medical directive to make health care 
decisions for another.  

Imminent: A term used to describe the expectation that death will occur within a few hours or 
days. 

Living Will: A medical directive in which a person states medical treatment wishes. 

Medical Directive: A legal document in which a person designates medical care wishes in the 
event he or she is declared legally incapacitated. 

Palliative Sedation: The active administration of pain-relieving medication for comfort and care, 
not for the specific or intentional purpose of shortening life. (Sometimes this term is 
unfortunately used as a euphemism for terminal sedation 

Passive Euthanasia: The intentional refusal to receive or administer necessary sustentative or 
curative treatment for the specific purpose of shortening life. 

Suicide: The act or an instance of taking one’s own life voluntarily and intentionally.  

Terminal: A term used to describe a health condition that is expected to cause death after an 
extended period of time (in contrast to the comparatively shorter period of time implied by the 
term “imminent”). 

Terminal Sedation: The act of administering pain-relieving medication for the specific and 
intentional purpose of shortening life. 

UDDA: The Unified Determination of Death Act. Released in 1981 by the President’s 
Commission for the Study of Ethical Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral 
Research containing the following criteria for determining death: “An individual who has 
sustained either (1) irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions or (2) 
irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the brain stem. A 
determination of death must be made in accordance with accepted medical standards.” 
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“…those of us who believe that the benefits of Planned Parenthood as a vital key to the 
elimination of human waste must reach the entire population, also believe that a double effort 
must be made to extend this program as a public health measure to Negroes who need is 
proportionately greater.”— Dr. Dorothy Ferebee (black physician serving as the Chairman of 
the Family Planning Committee of the National Council of Negro Women)  at 1942 annual 
Planned Parenthood meeting. (One should note that, today, both Planned Parenthood and the 
National Council of Negro Women are radically pro-abortion.)

 Eugenists believed the entirety of the black population were intellectually and racially inferior. 
(Sanger’s ideological agreement and written/spoken solidarity with the eugenics movements 
does throw legitimate doubt on whether it was only a segment of the black population that was 
being targeted.) With the help of elite and famous African-Americans Mary McLeod Bethune, 
W.E.B. DuBois, and Rev. Adam Clayton Powell, Sr., the Negro Project was able to be sold as a 
solution to poverty and high birth rates. It is crucial, however, to understand this endeavor in 
conjunction with Sanger’s dominant efforts of ‘eliminating the unfit’ and her hatred of charitable 
organizations.  She devotes an entire chapter on charities and how those who finance them “are 
dropping millions into rosewater philanthropies and charities that are silly at best and vicious at 
worst.”

“Organized charity itself is the symptom of a malignant social disease…Instead of decreasing 
and aiming to eliminate the stocks [of people] that are most detrimental to the future of the 
race and the world, it tends to render them to a menacing degree dominant.” — Margaret 
Sanger, Pivot of Civilization, Chapter V, “Cruelty of Charity”

Abortion is today’s Birth Control. Here is the simple truth.  The intent of Sanger’s Negro 
Project is firmly intact. 

The connection between American 
Eugenics and the horrors of Nazi 
Germany are irrefutable . The 
preponderance of evidence of where 
Sanger wanted to go (although she 
decried the atrocities of the 
holocaust after WWII) shows the 
ignorance and naivete of eugenics 
ph i l o sophy and i t s even tua l 
conclusion, left undeterred.   The 
Negro Project was but a precursor 
to what eugenists wanted to 
implement on a much larger scale.

We are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26), and it is the Lord God who gives us life (Job 33:4) 
and who has numbered our days (Job 14:5).   This means that God is the sovereign Lord who 
determines the day that we die.  Therefore, we are not to usurp God's authority.

Euthanasia and assisted suicide can appear a reasonable and even compassionate solution to the 
suffering of individuals and families struggling with illness or the dying process. Yet these are not 
real solutions—they do not solve human problems, but only take the lives of those most in need 
of unconditional love.

Proponents of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide (PAS) contend that terminally ill people 
should have the right to end their suffering with a quick, dignified, and compassionate death. They 
argue that the right to die is protected by the same constitutional safeguards that guarantee such 
rights as marriage, procreation, and the refusal or termination of life-saving medical treatment.

Opponents of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide contend that doctors have a moral 
responsibility to keep their patients alive as reflected by the Hippocratic Oath. They argue there 
may be a "slippery slope" from euthanasia to murder, and that legalizing euthanasia will unfairly 
target the poor and disabled and create incentives for insurance companies to terminate lives in 
order to save money. 

Apart from God’s permission or directive to take human life, human beings who take human life 
commit murder. Terminating that life cuts short both the victim’s time of grace and the time of 
service to God in this life. 

Terminology
Assisted Suicide: The act of self-killing with the assistance of another person. 

Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care: A medical directive in which a person designates 
medical care wishes and appoints a health care agent. 

Euthanasia: The active or passive ending of a life, usually with the intent to end suffering or 
terminate a life of perceived lesser quality. This term applies to the following specific acts: 

  - Extraordinary Means: Those treatments, medicines and operations which are gravely 
burdensome to the patient, and which cannot be obtained or used without excessive expense, 
pain or other inconvenience or which, if used, would not offer a reasonable hope of benefit to 
the patient. 
   - Genocide: The systematic and planned extermination of an entire class of people based on 
nationality, race, religion, disability, age, or political convictions. 
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Nearly 40% of all African-American pregnancies end in induced abortion. There is more access 
to birth control than ever before and the huge disparity in poverty rates between whites and 
blacks continues. Fatherlessness and poverty are rampant. Unintended pregnancy rates in the 
black community continue to rise. Today, the same mouthpieces for Planned Parenthood are 
claiming “lack of access” while black women access abortion clinics at 5 times the rate of white 
women. This is by design. Abortion kills more black lives (363,705) (2008 statistic) than all other 
causes of death combined (285,522) (2008 statistic). In NYC, home of Planned Parenthood, 
more black babies are aborted than born alive!  

Abortion, no matter the race, is a tragedy. But in the black community, it is epidemic. Mainstream 
media, black celebrities, health care professionals and so-called black leaders continue to shill for 
Planned Parenthood. Regardless, the truth screams loud and clear. Under the false liberty of 
‘reproductive freedom’ we are killing the future.  

Planned Parenthood’s fiscal 2014 report puts the number of abortions the organization 
performed at 327,653. “We’ve come a long way since Margaret Sanger was jailed in 1916 for 
opening America’s very first birth control clinic,” the report states before thanking the 
organization’s advocates for their support.

CNS News reported Wednesday that the tally, which ran from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014, was 
487 abortions more than the previous year. The website reported that the number of abortions 
performed works out to be 37 per hour, or roughly one every 90 seconds.

"Several years ago, when 17,000 aborted babies were found in a dumpster outside a pathology 
laboratory in Los, Angeles, California, some 12-15,000 were observed to be black." --Erma 
Clardy Craven (deceased) Social Worker and Civil Rights Leader

On average, 1,876 black babies are aborted every day in the United States.
This incidence of abortion has resulted in a tremendous loss of life. It has been estimated that 
since 1973 Black women have had about 16 million abortions. Michael Novak had calculated 
"Since the number of current living Blacks (in the U.S.) is 36 million, the missing 16 million 
represents an enormous loss, for without abortion, America's Black community would now 
number 52 million persons. It would be 36 percent larger than it is. Abortion has swept through 
the Black community like a scythe, cutting down every fourth member."

This is opposed to following statistics of causes of deaths in the African American segment of 
our society (2014) 

AIDS - 203,695 Violent Crimes – 306,313
Accidents – 370,723 Cancer – 1,638,350
Heart – 2,266,789

EUTHANASIA 
The term, “euthanasia,” comes from the combination of two Greek words “eu” (which means 
“good”) and “thanatos” (which means “death”) which literally translated means “good death.” 
The term could be understood to refer to a comfortable death without an intent to shorten 
life. It is, however, a term used to describe efforts to terminate life when deemed to have little 
functional value and/or is filled with pain. Concern has also been expressed that euthanasia 
would be or is practiced for the purposes of genocide and the furtherance of “valued” and 
“quality” lives. 

Definition: Euthanasia is the practice of intentionally ending a life in order to relieve pain and 
suffering.

Collateral to the topic of euthanasia is the issue of the definition or redefinition of death. 
While the Bible does not mention “euthanasia,” it does establish abiding principles and 
practical implications that shed light on God’s will in this matter. 

Human Beings Are Unique and Prized in All God’s Creation.
 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish 
of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:26,27) 
God distinguishes human beings by giving them authority over all other living things. God 
further distinguishes human beings by the unique way He created them in His own image. 
Any practice of euthanasia, the intent of which is to shorten one’s own life or the life of 
another person, is a practice condemned by the Word of God and therefore is wrong. All 
people are to protect life and carry the burdens of others. Apart from God’s expressed 
permission, it is wrong to take human life, even when we do not like the quality of that life. 
The Bible does not specifically mention euthanasia, but it does address issues closely related to 
it.  

The Bible tells us that we are not to murder (Exodus 20:13). 

Murder is the unlawful taking of life, and killing is the lawful taking of life.  Technically speaking, 
if a nation said that euthanasia was legal, then on a human level it would not be murder.  But as 
societies often legislate moral issues in contradiction to the Bible and just because a society 
might say that euthanasia is good, does not mean that it is.  

We are to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).
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Research
In 2011, there were 1,720 abortion providers in the United States. This is a slight (4%) decrease 
from 2008, when there were 1,787 abortion providers. Thirty-five percent of these providers 
were hospitals, 19% were abortion clinics (clinics where more than half of all patient visits were 
for abortion), 30% were clinics where fewer than half of all visits were for abortion, and 17% 
were private physicians' offices. Sixty-three percent of all abortions were provided at abortion 
clinics, 31% at other clinics, 4% at hospitals and 1% at private physicians' offices.

Millions of dollars are being made by selling fetal body parts to scientists for research. But private 
companies have found a loophole. In 1993 President Clinton lifted the ban on taxpayer funded 
fetal-tissue research. So the research itself is legal in the United States. However, the law makes it 
a crime for anyone to "knowingly acquire, receive, or otherwise transfer any human fetal tissue 
for valuable consideration" -- in other words, it is a crime to buy or sell fetal body parts.

However, because scientists depend on getting fetal body parts for their research, there is a huge 
demand for the "material," and private companies have stepped in to supply it.

The loophole entails simply changing some terms. The men and women who obtain the fetal 
parts at the abortion clinics are called "technicians." The companies that act as middlemen 
between the technicians and the scientists are called "harvesters." To get around the law, the 
harvesters (middle men) receive the fetal material as a "donation" from the abortion clinic. In 
return, the abortion clinic is paid a "site fee" for use of lab space at the clinic where they obtain 
the specimens. The harvesters then "donate" the baby parts to researchers. In return, the 
researchers "donate" the cost of the retrieval (rather than paying the harvesters for actual body 
parts) according to a formal price list. By buying and selling the unborn baby parts in this way, 
technically nothing is "sold," rather, everything is "donated." (see video expose on Planned 
Parenthood – it will sicken and grieve) 

The Anatomic Gift Foundation (AGF) of Laurel, Maryland, and Opening Lines of West Frankfort, 
Illinois, are two companies that offer this service. The Anatomic Gift Foundation performs other 
services besides fetal-tissue harvesting, including blood tests and adult tissue transfers. According 
to Brenda Bardsley, vice president of AGF, "less than 10 percent of the company's business" is 
from fetal-tissue retrieval. Bardsley said that adult tissue is its main business, and it handles "only 
about five to ten fetal-tissue procedures a week." AGF charges as much as $280 per individual 
body part.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit stayed the preliminary injunction pending appeal 
and on April 29, 2011, a split three-judge panel lifted the preliminary injunction. The majority 
opinion concluded that the opponents of human embryonic stem cell  “are unlikely to prevail 
because Dickey-Wicker is ambiguous and the NIH seems reasonably to have concluded that, 
although Dickey-Wicker bars funding for the destructive act of deriving an ESC from an embryo, 
it does not prohibit funding a research project in which an ESC will be used.” Federal District 
Court Judge Royce Lamberth on July 27, 2011, rejected the claims of the plaintiffs and dismissed 
their suit. Judge Lamberth’s decision closely tracked the decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
panel that ruled on the appeal of his preliminary injunction.

Attorneys for Drs. Sherley and Deisher, Ph.D., on September 19, 2011, filed a notice of appeal 
seeking to overturn the decision. A briefing schedule has been posted by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 18

The federal government may continue to pay for controversial human embryonic stem cell 
research, a federal appeals court ruled Friday 24th August 2012.

The three-judge panel says the government has correctly interpreted a law that bans the use of 
federal funds to destroy human embryos for research. The ruling is unlikely to put the issue to 
rest and one of the judges pleaded for Congress to make clear what the government should and 
should not be able to do.

The hard-to-understand case pits science against mostly religious arguments against using 
embryos in medical research. It's even more confusing because there are so many different types 
of cells called stem cells.



Opening Lines, however, handles only fetal tissue -- more than 1,500 specimens each day and 
openly advertises its "services." In a brochure from Opening Lines, the group calls itself "a 
convenient and efficient way for researchers to receive fetal tissue without a lot of bureaucracy." 
It boasts that its goal is "to offer you and your staff the highest quality, most affordable and 
freshest tissue prepared to your specifications and delivered in the quantities you need when you 
need it." Opening Lines' ads sound like a menu as they state: "Our specimens vary widely in 
range including but not limited to those listed below: liver, spleen, pancreas, intestines, kidney, 
brain, lungs and heart block, spinal column and many more with appropriate discounts that apply 
if specimen is significantly fragmented." According to a fee schedule from the company, body 
parts are listed with a set fee from as little as $150 for a liver, to as much as $999 for a brain.

About 30 to 40 babies were around 30 weeks old and were aborted to be used in this manner.

In most cases, scientists request not just a body part, but also list special instructions as to how 
the part is to be dissected, how quickly the dissection has to take place, how old the fetus is 
(generally less than 24 weeks), whether "abnormalities" are allowed, and how and by whom the 
body part will be shipped (usually by one of the well-known overnight delivery services).

For instance, one scientist requested four to six "specimens" of a "whole intact leg, including the 
entire hip joint" from aborted fetuses 22 to 24 weeks old, and should be dissected within ten 
minutes of death. This kind of specific request is common and requires skill and speed for this 
"simple procedure" done in a side room at an abortion clinic.

Bardsley comments that nearly 75% of women who choose abortion agree to donate the fetal 
tissue. She says, "It's sad, but maybe it makes it [abortion] easier for us knowing that something 
good will come out of it. "Unfortunately, Bardsley sees this as something good, not an ethical 
problem! Because women who have made a decision to have an abortion now can donate their 
baby to research, the social, ethical and moral stigma attached to an abortion is reduced since 
they believe they are ultimately doing something good. Robert Orr, a physician and director of 
clinical ethics in California, says it is an ethical problem in that "if a woman thinks that something 
good is coming out of the abortion, it makes it easier for her to make the decision. It's 
theoretically impossible to separate the moral issue from the scientific issue."

Not only does this cause an ethical dilemma for the pregnant woman, but it also raises ethical 
issues for the unborn child. 

In the past it has been a necessity to research embryonic stem cells and in doing so destroy 
them in order for research to progress.16 As a result of the research done with both embryonic 
and adult stem cells new techniques may make the necessity for embryonic cell research 
obsolete. Because many of the restrictions placed on stem cell research have been based on 
moral dilemmas surrounding the use of embryonic cells there will likely be rapid advancement in 
the field as the techniques that created those issues are becoming less of a necessity.17

On March 9, 2009, President Barack Obama issued an Executive Order lifting restrictions on the 
federal funding of human embryonic stem cell research that had been in place since August 9, 
2001, when President George W. Bush announced a policy that federal funds could only be used 
to support research using human embryonic stem cells lines that were derived before that date.

The Obama Executive Order directed the National Institutes of Health to issue Guidelines to 
permit such funding. The NIH finalized its stem cell Guidelines on July 7, 2009. The NIH Human 
Embryonic Stem Cell Registry currently lists more than 100 human embryonic stem cell lines 
that meet the eligibility criteria set by NIH under the Obama policy. 

The criteria require that the Human Embryonic Stem Cell Registry line:
• Was created using in vitro fertilization for reproductive purposes and were no longer needed 
for this purpose; and 
• Was donated by individuals who sought reproductive treatment and who gave voluntary 
written consent for the human embryos to be used for research purposes.

Shortly after the NIH Guidelines were in place, James L. Sherley, M.D., Ph.D., (Boston Biomedical 
Research Institute) and Theresa Deisher, Ph.D., (Ave Maria Biotechnology Company) filed suit 
(Sherley v. Sebelius) in federal court challenging the Guidelines and the federal funding of this 
research. The plaintiffs alleged that the Guidelines violate the so-called Dickey-Wicker provision 
that has appeared in every Labor-HHS appropriations bill since 1996. That provision prohibits 
federal funding for research in which embryos are created for research purposes, or in which 
human embryos are destroyed, discarded or subject to risk.

On August 23, 2010, U.S. Federal District Court Judge Royce C. Lamberth issued a temporary 
restraining order immediately prohibiting the NIH from further funding human embryonic stem 
cell (hESC) research. Judge Lamberth’s order came following a Federal Appeals Court decision 
giving Sherley and Deisher standing to bring their suit. Judge Lamberth ruled that the plaintiffs 
were likely to win their case when it came to trial.
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Yet, more than 1.3 million abortions are legally performed every year in the United States, and 
tens of thousands of body parts from these aborted children are used in scientific research. The 
law does not give an unborn baby "human being status." Yet scientists using fetal parts for 
research and experimentation consider them human. How can our laws be so contradictory? We 
cannot pick and choose when we want unborn babies to be human. We cannot deem them 
human for one purpose and non-human for another. Where are the ethics in this? Where is the 
consistency? Some in Congress are fighting to change the laws. Perhaps one day the laws will 
consider an unborn child human. Perhaps the eyes and hearts of many will be opened to see the 
ethical problems and inconsistencies in their current practices. Perhaps...one day.

In 2011, 21,880 women obtained abortions in Washington, producing a rate of 16 abortions per 
1,000 women of reproductive age. Some of these women were from other states, and some 
Washington residents had abortions in other states, so this rate may not reflect the abortion 
rate of state residents. The rate increased 12% since 2008, when it was 18.1 abortions per 1,000 
women 15-44. Abortions in Washington represent 2.1% of all abortions in the United States.

Washington does not have any of the major types of abortion restrictions—such as waiting 
periods, mandated parental involvement or limitations on publicly funded abortions—often found 
in other states (http://www.guttmacher.org)

Embryonic Stem Cell Research
The stem cell controversy is the consideration 
of the ethics of research involving the 
development, usage, and destruction of human 
embryos. Most commonly, this controversy 
focuses on embryonic stem cells. Not all stem 
cell research involves the creation, usage and 
destruction of human embryos. For example, 
adult stem cells, amniotic stem cells and induced 
pluripotent stem cells do not involve creating, 
using or destroying human embryos and thus 
are minimally, if at all, controversial. Many less controversial sources of acquiring stem cells 
include using cells from the umbilical cord, breast milk, and bone marrow.

The use of stem cells has been happening for decades. In 1998, scientists discovered how to 
extract stem cells from human embryos. This discovery led to moral ethics questions concerning 
research involving embryo cells, such as what restrictions should be made on studies using these 
types of cells? At what point does one consider life to begin? Is it just to destroy an embryo cell 
if it has the potential to cure countless numbers of patients? Political leaders are debating how 
to regulate and fund research studies that involve the techniques used to remove the embryo 
cells. No clear consensus has emerged. Other recent discoveries may extinguish the need for 
embryonic stem cells. 12

Since stem cells have the ability to differentiate into any type of cell, they offer something in the 
development of medical treatments for a wide range of conditions. Treatments that have been 
proposed include treatment for physical trauma, degenerative conditions, and genetic diseases 
(in combination with gene therapy). 

Yet further treatments using stem cells could potentially be developed thanks to their ability to 
repair extensive tissue damage.13

Until recently, the only way to get pluripotent stem cells for research was to remove the inner 
cell mass of an embryo and put it in a dish. The thought of destroying a human embryo can be 
unsettling, even if it is only five days old.

Stem cell research thus raised difficult questions:

•
•
•
•

•
?

Since embryonic cells can grow indefinitely in a dish and can, in theory, still grow into a human 
being, is the embryo really destroyed? Pro-life supporters often claim that the use of adult stem 
cells from sources such as umbilical cord blood has consistently produced more promising 
results than the use of embryonic stem cells.14 Furthermore, adult stem cell research may be 
able to make greater advances if less money and resources were channeled into embryonic stem 
cell research.15
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