
                                                    The 3 P’s – People – Place – Power  
                                                  Stepping In – Jonah 1:1 to Jonah 4:11 
Introduction: 

1. It is a privilege to have Alan Ross come  
2. He spoke a prophetic word over our church  
3. He gave us three main points: 

a. There will be a Healing of our Souls 
b. We need to have a Divine Focus  
c. We are to discover our Holy Calling in God  

4. All prophetic words are subject to our obedience  
5. Are you willing to consider that the bible is accurate and the church has so domesticated 

us to the point where we would think that parts of the bible do not apply to us? 
6. What would the church be like if we were had a bunch of fearless missionaries who 

would actually believe the Benediction we pray every week and live the resurrected life? 
7. Instead we live in a place that does not offend anyone and looks suspiciously similar to 

what we naturally would do if our only concern was our own comfort and happiness 
8. Alan Hirsch – a missiologist said, “in so many churches the mission of the church has 

actually become the maintenance of the institution itself”  
9. We are not victims – we are blood washed sons and daughters of the Most High God  
10. Ephesians 1:19-21 “and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places1 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” 

11. This is for us  
12. We are called into sanctification  
13. We are called to serve – each of us has a divine allocation of faith (Rom 12:3) 

 
Structure of the Book: 

1. Jonah was no different to any of us  
2. Nineveh was part of the Assyrian empire – it was where Mosul is (Iraq) 
3. Largest city in the world until 612BC 
4. ISIS occupied this Mosul until they were pushed out by the Iraqi forces in 2017 
5. The narrative of Jonah is more than a story of a big fish swallowing a man 
6. To understand all of Jonah’s lessons we have to see that the book’s main teaching is not 

sociological but theological.  
7. When the real God—not Jonah’s counterfeit—keeps showing up, Jonah is continually 

thrown into fury or despair. 
8. Jonah concluded that because he could not see any good reasons for God’s command, 

there couldn’t be any – he was trying to control the agenda  
9. When God accepts the repentance of the Ninevites, Jonah bristles with self-righteous 

anger at God’s graciousness and mercy to sinners.  
10. The Bible does not say that every difficulty is the result of sin—but it does teach that 

every sin will bring you into difficulty.  



11. All sin has a mighty storm attached to it.  
12. How you accept this story will dictate how you accept and believe the rest of the bible 
13. Yancy wrote a book “What’s so amazing about grace?” – Grace is the last great word”   
14. God shows how He extends grace to Jonah and us as well  
15. Grace teaches that God does for others what we would never do  

 
What is going on? 

1. The meaning of grace is found in Jonah 2:9, “Salvation is of the Lord."  
2. The hero of the story is God – mentioned 38 times 
3. God never gave up on Jonah  
4. This is a true story  
5. It reveals a loving Father  
6. All of us have taken a ship to Tarshih – we have run the other way 
7. Jonah is the only minor prophet that Jesus mentions  

 
The Call God gave: 

1. “Jonah get up and go to Nineveh now and preach against it” 
2. Life can turn on a dime  
3. Each of us have a Nineveh and like Jonah we run from instead of to 
4. Scripture says Jonah went “down to Joppa”  
5. Four times it says he went down  
6. This is a statement about what happens when we disobey God’s call  
7. When we don’t listen to God there is always a boat going to Tarshish  
8. There is always room for one more on that boat  
9. When we decide to run Satan is always happy to provide the transport 
10. Money provides an option  

 
How Far? 

1. How far will God let us get into sin? 
2. So why does He not stop us sooner? 
3. There is always a consequence for not listening to God  
4. Romans 1 “God gave them over” – verses 24,26,28 
5. In this story, we see that God never left him 

 
Three Final Thoughts: 

1. Every step out of the will of God is a downward step  
2. We may get away quickly but recovery is slow  
3. Satan can work through circumstances just like God can  
4. Satan’s ships always go where we want to go but nothing can override what God has 

clearly said  
5. Sin looks good for a while but we must not be deceived 
6. Father we thank you for your grace  


