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                                                         God in Search of Man     
                                                            Redefining the Day  
                                                Acts 4:18-20; 29; Eph 6:12; Ps 11:3  
Disclaimer and opening comments: 

1.  This is not as political message  
2. A candidate said this (2015) “deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs and 

structural biases have to be changed.” 
3. Stormans – Supreme Court refused to hear appeal. Justice Alito in his dissent 

said “If this is a sign of how religious liberty claims will be treated in the years 
ahead, those who value religious freedom have cause for great concern.” 

4. The founding fathers were a mixed bag as it came to religion but they 
understood religious freedom – but the Bill of Rights says, “our Bill of Rights 
begins with the words ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.’”  

5. Samuel Adams, one of the original signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, reminded us of the staggering responsibility of casting a 
ballot. “Let each citizen remember, at the moment he is offering his vote, that 
he is not making a present or a compliment to please an individual—or at least 
that he ought not so to do; but that he is executing one of the most solemn 
trusts in human society, for which he is accountable to God and his country” 

Introduction: 
1. We are living at a redefining day - We did not pick this day  
2. It is my hope and my prayer that as I set before certain issues today that you 

will prayerfully seek the Lord as to how you should respond  
3. In almost 40 years of pastoral ministry, I have seen that what one generation 

is asked to tolerate, the next generation accepts and the next generation 
participates and this is true as it relates to the church as well  

4. Ephesians 6:12 - For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 

5.  Acts 4:19 - So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether 
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must 
judge: Verse 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your 
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 

6. What does the future hold for the succeeding generations? 
7. We know America has been turning away from God for many years – 

whether by the court system, or some fiat of the state, or by a culture that 
takes its own path 

Reality Check: 
1. Our children are being shaped by culture and the education system 
2. Media is effective in shaping our thinking – edutainment  
3. Nation has redefined words and terms that elicit a response they don’t like  
4. However, if we call it reproductive health or pro-choice – that is palatable 
5. An unborn baby becomes fetus or a blob of tissue  
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6. Ps 139:13 says “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit 
me together in my mother's womb.” 

7. But God only had one view of marriage – one of the reasons was for pro-
creation. It is not rocket science is it? 

8. 26th June 2015 – Supreme Court declared that under the 14th Amendment 
same sex marriage is a constitutional right  

9.  If the “Due Process Clause” of the Fourteenth Amendment can morph into a 
mandate for homosexual marriage, then the whole constitution is in jeopardy  

10. Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in this regard “a system of government that 
makes the people subordinate to a committee of nine unelected lawyers does 
not deserve to be called a democracy” 

11. The paramount issue of this Presidential Election is the Supreme Court  
12. LBGT agenda – only 1.7% of population has high-jacked public discourse  
13. Questions. 

Q 1: What does the voting of recent years reveal about how the church is being 
discipled in those matters that affect culture and what is going on? 
Q 2: What does it say to the under 40 generation when the values of the church 
is such that half of the marriages of those who claim Christ end in divorce?  
Q 3: What is the role of the church in a disintegrating culture? 

14. Ps 11:3 “...foundations are being destroyed what can the righteous to do?”  
15. 2 Kings 6:15 – Elisha’s servant – “oh my Lord what are we going to do”?  
16. So how did we get like this? 

Tax Code Amended: 
1. The shift happened on 2nd July 1954 – Johnson tax code amended  
2. Since the 1954 Johnson Amendment, people have believed the myth that the 

pulpit needed to go silent on biblical applications as applied to national life. 
3. In other words, “pastors cannot speak out about the issues of the day – the 

challenges facing our country because then they are meddling in politics.” 
4. But amendment is unconstitutional and this violates the Establishment 

Clause and also the Free Speech Clause  
5. So how has this self-imposed restriction worked out for us? 
6. Barna Group - pastors knowingly choose to limit their speech in the pulpit  
7. Congregation do not recognize biblical preaching any longer – today it is 

about me – me – feeling good etc.  
8.  How has that worked out for us?  

Values at Stake. 
1. Do you have any non-negotiables in your walk? 
2. The question Pilate asked “what must I do with this man” is still the 

question that is paramount over 2,000 years later 
3. Today we are being told by the darkness what we are to do  
4. The light does not ask the darkness for permission to shine 
5. There are two harvest spoken of in the Word of God – the harvest of souls 

and the harvest of judgment 
6. Two colliding forces – two worlds – two system battling our culture  
7. Will darkness prevail or will the light prevail? 
8. What about your place – your call – your assignment – on your watch? 
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