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The Manifest Presence of God  
 
No worship – no rain  
 
Introduction: 

I am going to get right into it this morning  

This is what I have been thinking and praying about for some 
time  

I have this concern and if I am honest it applies to me as well  
 
Listen to this statement - We live disjointed lives  
 
In other words our Christian lives needs to be more about than 
the fact that “we don’t cuss, don’t smoke, don’t chew, and I don’t 
go with girls who do.”  
 
In other words Christianity is not only behavior modification to 
that which we think more reflects the fact that we are now a 
Christian because sometime or other time in the past we 
prayed a few words and accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior  
 
Then there is our church life which for many is as we “feel like 
it” 
 
Then there are the other aspects of our life like our family, our 
work, and our sport  
 
Please don’t think I am getting on you this morning folks but if 
we are not honest about this then we will never understand 
the reason for worship  
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You see what I am talking about is not just another lens but we 
need to wake up to that relationship – the Jesus in you  
 
We the way he sees you – aligning your heart turning your fear 
into faith to reach out beyond where we are what we can see  
- what we are doing  
 
We need to the world as he sees it  
 
So our prayer needs to be - heal our eyes – no lens - no more 
filters – want to see You Lord  
 
Lord heal our hearts – our emotions – our relationships  
 
"Confidence rooted in humility honors God" 
 
There is a change of posture that needs to happen 
 
The resurrection of my faith in my worship brings us an 
awareness / an immediacy of God  
 

So what exactly is worship?  

Here's the best definition of worship I've found - "Worship is 
responding to all that God is with all that we are." 

So in other words worship is not just a static, non-participatory 
event. 

Worship then :  

- Is NOT primarily sitting quietly & having beautiful 
thoughts in inspired silence. 

- Is NOT primarily a strategy for church growth. 
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- Is NOT primarily well-prepared or excellently presented 
music. 

- Is NOT primarily musical stimulation, entertainment, or 
media-dependent. 

- Is NOT approaching God as though he is mute and 
neutered. 

- It is not just singing a bunch of songs  

- It is connecting with God by worshipping Him  

Simply put, worship is a response to what we discover about 
the God of the Bible - an eye-opening, life-transforming 
revelation of God.  

In other words the heart of worship is an entire life orientation 
towards God, not simply liturgical actions or words of praise.  
 
Actions and words of worship are an outward expression of a 
person’s deeper heart orientation.  
 
Worship involves honoring, serving and respecting God and 
abandoning any loyalty or devotion that hinders an exclusive 
relationship with him. 
 
 Worship is fundamentally faith expressing itself in obedience 
and adoration. 
  
Each person must made a definitive life choice: Either one 
chooses obedience to and worship of the true God, or by 
default one follows a life that honors the god of this world  
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So worship that changes you and the circumstances you are 
living through comes out of that intimate relationship with 
your Heavenly Father  
 
You see there is no end to the love and affection He has for you  
 
You are His beloved  
 
Rain in our Day  
 
Turn in your bibles with to Zechariah 14:17 “And if any of the 
families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship 
the King, the Lord of hosts, there will be no rain on them. “ 
 
So this morning I would like to give you some nuggets – 
statements of truth regarding the subject of worship.  
 
Why we in fact need to worship God  
 
As I look at this scripture I want to show you one of the 
greatest lessons the Lord showed me about worship  
 
It as this – if there is no worship no rain – in other words there 
will be no evidence of God in your life  
 
Now I want you to turn with me to Job 36 
 
We know that rain is a type or picture of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit   
 
Elijah had a rainmaking anointing and God has called every 
worshipper to be a rainmaker  
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Elijah the bible said came on the scene when a drought was in 
Israel  
 
The key to the rain falling was that God will raise up a 
rainmaker 
 
We are not to let our churches go dry – to let our worship go 
dry  
 
We are not supposed to sit back and let the church go into a 
desert wilderness experience  
 
But if anyone can change that then it is us as a congregation 
who can change it through worship and intercessory prayer 
 
Now listen to this - we are either thermostats or thermometers  
 
A thermometer merely reflects the climate in the room.  
 
If it is cold the thermometer will tell you that it is so  
 
But a thermostat can click on and change the environment  
 
And God has called us who have been walking with the Lord 
some time to be a thermostat  
 
That even if the service is cold, dry and lifeless you are to click 
on – you are not to fit into to the general mood in the room  
 
You see people come in here with needs that they are looking 
to meet with God  
 
They come in here hurt and bruised and broken and it is in the 
church that they are supposed to find the answers  
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We can’t meet their needs except through the power of God    
 
We need to not reflect the general mood in the room but be 
that conduit for God to meet their needs  
 
And so we then lead those people into that place of safety and 
care  
 
He said in Zechariah 14 in one of the greatest revelations on 
worship – “if the families don’t go to Jerusalem to worship 
there will be no rain” 
 
Now watch  
 
What is this thing about rain – look with me at Job 36:27-29 
“For he draws up the drops of water; they distill his mist in 
rain, which the skies pour down and drop on mankind 
abundantly. Can anyone understand the spreading of the 
clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion?” 
 
There’s a spiritual parallel in this Scripture that works like this: 
as our vapours of praise go up to God, the clouds of His 
presence form and the rains of His blessing begin to fall on us.  
 
Sometimes we leave church saying, ‘That was a dry service.’  
 
The problem isn’t dry services; it’s dry servants!  
 
In praise you are the initiator and God is the responder. ‘… 
 
2 Chronicles 5:12-14 NLT). …..”They were joined by 120 
priests who were playing trumpets. The trumpeters and 
singers performed together in unison to praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord…they raised their voices…At that 



 7 

moment a thick cloud filled the Temple of the Lord. The 
priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, 
for the glorious presence of the Lord filled the Temple of 
God’  
 
Wouldn’t you love to have been in church for that service? 
 
Here’s a key to blessing you need to think about: worship isn’t 
just for God’s benefit, it’s also for yours! 
 
What do you mean? 
 
Being the Rainmaker: 
 
Well remember when I said we are to be rainmakers  
 
And we are to give off vapors of praise  
 
There are nine different expressions of praise in the bible 
which give off vapors that will bring the Holy Spirit pouring 
down on us  
 
These of these expressions have to do with your hands  
 
The bible says lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless His 
name – it does not say only you Pentecostals – but everyone  
By the way – your hand has a unique identification mark – your 
fingerprints and it is the only thing that makes you different 
form anyone else on the planet  
 
And so when you lift up your hands God can immediately 
identify you  
 
The lifting of hands as an evening sacrifice  
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Then another way vapors are formed – He said Play musical 
instruments 
 
He teaches my hands to war and my fingers to fight  
 
Every time you pluck a guitar – every time you hit a cord every 
time you play music unto God your hands are warring and 
fingers are fighting  
 
You are just playing nice tunes  
 
David when he played for Saul the demons quietened down 
and left his body 
 
So every time you use your hands to play musical instruments  
vapors are going up  
 
Then he said clap your hands all ye people – as you do that 
vapors go up  
 
Then he said “speak your praises” 
 
Everyone say Praise the Lord  
 
Vapors going up  
 
There’s a story about a wealthy man who dropped a pound 
into the offering plate at church, then complained all the way 
home that he didn’t get anything out of the service.  
 
His son, who observed the whole thing, said, ‘I suppose that just 
proves if you don’t put much into it, you don’t get much out of it.’  
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How many of you understand why some churches are so dry – 
people come in – rigamortas has already begun to set in the 
pews  
 
At 11:30 am the grave gives up her dead spoon fed from the 
pulpit burped at the back door and they shuffle off into the 
week  
 
We have to get some vapors rising  
 
This thing called worship and praise involves the body – it 
involves every part of your being  
 
He said “speak your praise”   
 
Have you ever felt like saying “praise the Lord” but you stifled 
it because you were worried about what people would think  
 
Lets change the atmosphere of our church  
The church is about him – it is not about us – it is not a show  
 
Sing your praise – every time you open your mouth and sing 
“how great is our God”  vapors go up.   
 
But not only that – as you sing you are hearing yourself say 
those words “ how great is our God – sing with me how great is 
our God”  
 
And then faith begins to build inside of you  
 
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God” 
 
Then Ps 47 says there is another way to praise God – speak His 
praise – sing his praise and then shout unto the Lord  
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The dry atmosphere will change when you worship the Lord  
 
Then 3 expressions of worshipping with your whole body  
 
It is biblical to bow down before him  
 
Then it also says worship him standing on your feet  
 
“I don’t like that church because they stand too long” 
 
Our whole body becomes a vapor  
 
Then he said dance before the Lord  - some of us do that better 
then others 
 
And here is the deal – if nothing goes up nothing comes back 
down  
 
If a lot of praise goes up – I don’t care how it sounds then the 
rain will come  
 
If I were the devil and you are in a wilderness I would tell you 
not to praise   
 
Because he knows the way to keep the atmosphere dry is for 
there to be no praise 
 
But if you can somehow begin to praise the Lord and release 
vapors of praise over time the clouds will form  
 
If nothing goes up – nothing will come down    
 
But if praise goes up – the rain comes down and needs are met  
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No worship no rain  
 
And it is not up to God it is up to us 
 
I am sure each of us know those miserable Christians who 
always are complaining – “the music is too loud / the preacher 
speaks too long / did you see her hair / etc etc and then she says 
“I pray and I pray and God never answers my prayer”   
 
There is no wonder her prayers are not answered – no praise 
no rain  
 
Folks it is up to us  
 
Light Bearers: 
 
You know we need to take lessons from the Seraphims in 
Isaiah chapter 6 because they are constantly creating an 
atmosphere that God inhabits  
 
If you read the account of Isaiah calling to be a prophet  
 
Listen to these verses : 
 
Verse 1 -2 of chapter 6 “In the year that King Uzziah died I 
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 
 
Let me explain this for just a moment  
 
In ancient bible days when one conquering general defeated 
his enemy the way he would humiliate that enemy is that he 
would take the skirt of the defeated guy and he would cut the 
tail off of the skirt and sew it onto his robe and actually the 
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word embarrass is from a Latin term that means to “make bear 
assed” 
 
I am not kidding  
 
Let me even give scripture for it  
 
You remember when David was in the cave and Saul came in 
there and lay down to rest  
 
While he slept David cut the back of his skirt off – he 
embarrassed him  
 
He then went across the mountain and waved the back of 
Saul’s skirt – can you just see Saul on the other side realizing he 
had lost a very important part of his robe  
 
The bible said that when Satan tried to kill Jesus on the cross it 
says “ having spoiled principalities and powers he made a 
show of them openly triumphanting over him” 
 
The literal Greek means to make an embarrassment of  
 
I believe – it is my sermon and I can preach it anyway I want to 
– I believe what the angels saw when the King of Glory came 
walking into the temple – they saw Satan’s skirt  
 
We serve a conquering Jesus  
 
Seraphims understand Satan is defeated that is why they could 
praise God like they did  
 
The bible says that there are three archangels in heaven –  
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Michael – the warring angel  
 
Gabriel – the messenger angel  
 
Lucifer – the worship angel  
 
The word Lucifer means light bearer in Hebrew  
 
He is not the light – he is the bearer of the light  
 
It is interesting – if you read Ezekiel 28 and I challenge you to 
do a study on this – it lists 12 stones that were in Lucifer’s body  
 
It names each one of the stones  
 
When the light of God’s glory would hit those stones can you 
imagine – he became the light bearer  
 
It is just like if someone put a big spotlight behind me and I had 
12 transparent stones in my body – when the light would hit 
and a  kaleidoscope of color would be reflected through those 
stones  
 
Lucifer also had musical instruments within him – he had pipes 
and tambrets  and cymbals  and musical instruments – all of 
this in his body according to Ezekiel 28  
 
And as the light would hit him he would explode in a dazzling 
array of color and sound worshipping God  
 
But remember the verse when Jesus said “ I saw Satan fall 
from heaven as lightning (Luke 10:18)  
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But I want to show you something – I don’t want you to forget 
this because it can change your concept of worship  
 
Lucifer has all of these beautiful stones and it names the stones 
in Ezekiel 28  
 
But when he was kicked out of heaven you never read of those 
stones being on Satan again  
 
But you read in the OT where God told Moses make a 
breastplate and put it on  Aaron the high priest  ( Exodus 28 ) 
 
Don’t you know that bugged the life out of Satan when he saw 
the first earth worshipper with the exact stones that he once 
had  
 
And today folks under the New Covenant we are Lucifer’s 
replacement  
 
Don’t you know it infuriates him when he sees earth 
worshippers taking his place  
 
That is why the bible says that the son of man came to seek and 
save not them but that which was lost  
 
What was lost ? 
 
Worship was lost  
 
He does not just save you to get you to heaven – if that was the 
case he ought to kill the minute you got saved just in case you 
were to mess up  
 
He saves you to transform you  
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Someone once said this – “we are so quick to make workers out 
of people when they get saved”   
 
But he went on and said this “never make a worker out of 
someone who has not had the opportunity to become a 
worshipper first” 
 
And so we become Lucifer replacements here on earth – we are 
supposed to worship God  
 
I would also encourage you to take a look at something else as 
it relates to worship  
 
After the fall of Lucifer there is no other reference to worship 
in heaven  
 
If you read your bible you will see that it always says “ saying – 
I heard voices saying”   not worshipping 
 
Because if God wants to hear some singing he leaves the 
worship of heaven and he will go down into a Philippian jail 
cell with a bunch of hoarse preachers named Paul and Silas –  
 
Paul says “my speaking was contemptible”   
 
The Greek for contemptible means high squeaky voice  
 
We are into talent – God is into character  
 
We are into showboating but God says I would rather have 
someone who would praise me out of need – who is going 
through something  - and at midnight they still have a praise 
for me “ 
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Don’t just be a sunshine praiser – be a midnight praiser –  
 
Praise him in the midday when everything is going right and 
praise him in the midnight hour when you are in the middle of 
the battle  
 
I heard of a sermon by someone whose title was “when Satan 
fell from heaven he landed in my choir” 
 
Sometimes in some churches I wonder if that is not the case  
 
I want to tell you – in times past I did think he did land right 
here 
 
If there is anyone who is weird – if there is anyone who has 
moral problems – that is where they land up  
 
Is it not amazing how the enemy distracts us from worshipping 
him  
 
Maybe the piano is out of tune a little or someone is not hitting 
that key just right or whatever and it distracts us  
 
We need to be reflectors of the light  
 
Worship Him  
 
I want to tell you just recently I believe the Lord said this to me 
“ I would rather hear you worship me than preach – frankly your 
preaching does not impress me” 
 
Folks let me tell you – the more private worship you have the 
more you will be able to express yourself here in a public 
setting  
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But you do not celebrate publically what you have not 
celebrated privately  
 
And the greater your private worship – the greater your public 
worship will be  
 
You see if your only exposure to worship is here on a Sunday 
morning worshipping – guess what it will sound like – guess 
how powerful it will be ? 
 
But if you are a worshipper at home – in your car – wherever 
you are – guess what your Sunday morning participation will 
be like? 
 
So for me it is not what I do here on a Sunday morning it is 
really what I have done all week long in my private time with 
the Lord  
 
And that applies for all of you as well  
 
When the enemy comes against you and you don’t despair but 
continue to worship you build a bridge that brings the Holy 
Spirit in on the scene  
 
The bible says that Aaron invaded the devils territory with a 
censor 
 
A censor was an instrument of worship – you who come from a 
Catholic background would know what I am talking about   
 
And the priest would swing it and the bible says that when the 
plague was on and 50,000 Israelites had died God told Aaron to 
grab his censor and run into the plague and invade the devils 
territory  
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And so he did that and with the weapon of worship he stopped 
the plague  
 
You can stop the plague with the weapon of worship  
 
In Luke 10 it calls Satan a scorpion – a serpent and a dragon  
 
A scorpion stings – serpent bites and a dragon devours  
 
When I first started walking with the Lord I felt his stings  
 
But as I began to be used by God more the serpent showed up 
and I felt his bites  
 
Listen to me very carefully – there are two kinds of snakes – 
the striking kind and the chewing kind  
 
The striker will just lunge out and bite, but in the Middle East 
there is also the chewing kind  
 
He will just chew on you over and over again  
 
Have you ever had one of those friends who will just chew on 
you day after day after day – something they said about you or 
to you just chews on you and you cant shake it ? 
 
You know what you have to do is just it off and not let it poison 
your life  
 
How do you do that – change your focus and begin to worship 
God – begin to let those vapors rise  
 
The bible says they that worship Him must worship him n 
Spirit and in truth  
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Truth is the right knowledge – spirit is the right attitude  
 
And so for us here today we have changed some things up with 
the music – but has it not been good ? 
 
It is not where we want to be – but our praise is going to get 
there – our worship is going to get there – our church is going 
to get there – our ministry is going to get there – we have to 
reach this city for Christ – it is an imperative from God  
 
And folks I would rather die trying than one day to stand 
before Him and he says to me what about those people from 
Bellevue and Redmond and Renton and Seattle and Rainier 
Valley and Maple Valley and Newcastle and Bothell – what did 
you do about them ? 
 
Folks sacred cows make good hamburgers – that is all they are 
good for  
 
So my challenge to you today is bury those sacred cows and 
begin to praise and worship God  
 
The church that does not change – and some of you will attest 
to the fact that we have tried a bunch of things here in the 
church – and admittedly not all of them have worked  
 
But the church that does not change and follow where God is 
leading in the 21st Century will dry up and decline and I refuse 
to be part of something like that  
 
No worship no rain  
 
So let us begin to worship Him  
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In closing let me say that worship is not singing a bunch of 
songs – but it is head connecting with head – and heart with 
heart  
 
 


