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                                                              The Continuum 
                                      The Name of Jesus - “The Inclusive Exclusivity”  
                                                                 Acts 4:1–21  
Introduction: 

1. This is an amazing chapter with so many lessons for us  
2. Primary objection to Christianity is that Jesus is the only way  
3. This sounds so unfair  
4. It is the unspoken rule that you don’t people their religion is wrong 
5. And of course, don’t try to convert them  

Dealing with the Objection: 
1. Acts 4:1-21 deals with this primary objection  
2. Verse 1 – this was right after the miracle that they came to arrest them  
3. Sadducees: they did not like Jesus and the rejected the concept of the resurrection  
4. Verse 2-4 – in total 8,000 – maybe if you count all it could come to 40,000 
5. Verse 5-9 – “are we actually on trial for healing a guy?” 
6. Verse 10 – “let it be known …. That by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth …by Him is 

this man standing before you well” 
7. Verse 11 -  the rejected cornerstone …. 
8. Verse 12 – “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
9. Verse 13 “And they recognized that they had been with Jesus” 
10. Verse 19-20 “Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or 

to him? You be the judges!  As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have 
seen and heard.” 

11. Verse 21 – “we are serious – no more healings” 
Only in His Name? 

1. A primary objection is that salvation can only be found in Jesus  
2. The disciples were in trouble because they convinced people to believe it  
3. The world in which Christianity was a pluralistic one  
4. Verse 17” But in order that it may spread no further among the people let us warn 

them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” So, they called them and charged 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.” 

5. The fundamental question is – are there multiple ways to God? 
6. Verse 20 “for we cannot but speak of what we have seen”  
7. Objection 1 – claiming Jesus is the only way is arrogant  
8. All religious and moral viewpoints end up being exclusive because everyone has an 

idea for who is in and who is out.  
9. God gives salvation as a gift to all who would repent  
10. The lame man is a picture of us  
11. Believing the gospel changes your whole future  
12. I am convinced that harsh judgmental people who call themselves Christians don’t 

understand God’s grace  
13. Amish tragedy – October 2007  
14. The center of our faith is a Man on a Cross loving people  
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The Center of our Faith: 
1. People who are arrogant with the claims of Christ is because they don’t understand it 
2. They have theological B.O. 
3. Christianity is the most humble, inclusive, exclusivity because it declares we are 

recipients of God’s grace!  
4. Kant – the father of modern philosophy - “Religions are subjectively helpful but not 

objectively true.”  
5. Christianity is not a new philosophy – it is a sin debt paid in full 
6. Can I boil down all the various questions about which religion is right into one 

question?  
7.  It is this – who can save us? 

Two Key Words: 
1. Verse 12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  
2. Given – salvation is given 
3. Name – no other name  
4. The crux of everything is this – did Jesus really rise from the dead?   
5. So, let me ask you this - do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead?  
6. Four elements of Peter’s witness:  bold; humble; tenacious; Urgency  

Do you want to start a movement? 
1. Started by a bunch of fishermen in some backwoods part of the world  
2. You say, “It’s just not fair that everybody doesn’t know.”  
3. And may I be bold in asking this – so we really care? 
4. 3.15 billion who have little or no access to Christianity  
5. 6,956 unreached people groups (a people group is a group with more than 10K united 

by a common language) 
6. When the Lord first showed me this I had three choices: 

a.  Deny it  
b.  Ignore it  
c.  Embrace and do something about it  

7. I could say like Isaiah, “Here am I, Lord, send me.”  
8. My prayer changed from, “God, if you tell me to go, I’ll go,” to “God, here I am: send 

me. God I want to make a difference. Show me where and how to use my life to bring 
others to Jesus.”  

9. You have to make one of those 3 choices...  I don’t know where the answer will lead 
you.  

10. Hudson Taylor said, “Would that God would make hell so real to (the church) that we 
cannot rest.”  

11. What about global priorities in your life? 
Conclusion: 

1. When you stand before God and He says, “What did you do with your life in light of 
these global realities?” are you going to have a good answer for him?  

2. Church, have we taken its implications seriously?  


