
Decisions and Destiny  
                                                                   Holy Fire  
                                          Sons of Issachar 1 Chronicles 12:32 
Introduction: 

1. The rise of distrust and contention  
2. This insidious spirit is ruining relationships and causes division  
3.  Bellevue Church is exactly opposite  
4. Dr. Martin Luther King said that Sunday morning was the most segregated hour of Christian 

America  
5. Matthew 12:25 “Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against 

itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.” 
6. The bottom line for maintaining a biblical unity is we must be more concerned for others than 

ourselves  
7. Matthew 23:11 “The greatest among you shall be your servant.” 
8. What we become will shape the Body of Christ and affect the life of the church 
9. 1 Chronicles 12:32 says Sons of Issachar, men who had understanding of  the times, to know 

what Israel ought to do”   
10. I am using this scripture for two reasons: 

a. we need to understand the times we are living in (spiritual and physical) 
b. It sets the stage for what we will be examining today  

11. Background for this scripture  
12. Not here to bash anyone but to lay a foundation for this series  
13. So much of the topic of the Holy Spirit is confused and lacks a depth of understanding 
14. When we are not grounded in the Word of God and not disciplined to have regular times alone 

with God, we are vulnerable to all sorts of weird notions  
15. Silent divorce between the Word and the Spirit  
16. Smith Wigglesworth (1859-1947), who is known as the apostle of faith, moved in mighty signs 

and wonders and even raised people from the dead said it this way “When the Word and the 
Spirit come together, there will be the biggest movement of the Holy Spirit that the nation, and 
indeed the world, has ever seen. It will mark the beginning of a revival that will eclipse anything 
that has been witnessed” 

17. Jonathan Edwards said this “when the church is revived so is the devil” 
18. I have seen the worst excesses of the Charismatic / Pentecostal movement – spurious 

prophecies, fake healings, fleshly speaking in tongues, people “falling” over where the only thing 
that is changed is now their hair is dirty from the carpet  

19. I believe in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is as active today as He ever 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly: 

1. I have seen both kinds of fire – the Holy Fire from above and the strange fire that comes from 
the flesh  

2. Anything less than holy is a merely poor imitation of the real thing and in the end, will not 
deliver, set free, heal and convict 

3. Satan raises up the counterfeit to intimidate sincere seekers of God – to put them off so they 
will run in the opposite direction  

4. Paul said of Satan “we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Cor2:11) 
5. Jesus said that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled (Matt 5:6) 
6. ! Timothy 4:1-2” Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the 

faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,2 through the 
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared” 



7. 2 Timothy 4: 3-5 “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.” 

8. My challenge for you is don’t go running after the gifts and the manifestations – seek and get to 
know the giver of the gifts  

This is for you: 
1. Jonathan Edwards “the one thing Satan cannot produce in us is a love for the Glory of God” 
2. Hosea 4:6 says “my people – not the person who does not believe in Christ – but my people are 

destroyed for a lack of knowledge”  
3. When we grieve the Holy Spirit through bitterness, strife or contentions or some other sin the 

inevitable result is an inability to focus on His Word.  
4. William Cowper – “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees” 

Dangerous Teaching: 
1. Many claim to be born again but the evidence for mature Christian discipleship is slim  
2. Eugene Petersen said “religion in our time has been captured by the tourist mentality 
3. Gore Vidal said this “today’s passion is for the immediate and the casual”  
4. Numbers 3:2-4 “These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, 

Eleazar, and Ithamar. These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, whom 
he ordained to serve as priests. But Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord when they offered 
unauthorized(strange) fire before the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai” 

5. They were doing their own thing and were not following the mandates of the Lord  
6. 1 Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
listen than the fat of rams”. 

7. A defective view of God has resulted in dangerous teachings in recent years – there have been a 
lot of “strange fires or teachings” that have crept in - Hype grace; Open theism; Health, wealth, 
prosperity gospel; Superior knowledge   

8. I would go on bended knee to any person who is attracted to these heresies and say, “please 
don’t go there” 

9. Uphold, defend, and stand for the truth of scripture as God’s infallible Word while 
simultaneously believing that God is unchanging in His willingness to manifest His power.  

10.  Charles Spurgeon said “I looked to Christ and the Dove flew in. I looked to the Dove and He 
disappeared”  

11. All of the Word of God is important – we cannot parse and slice and dice it as we will  
12. Jefferson cutting up the bible  

God Centered Worship: 

1. Ps 103:7 "He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the sons of Israel."  
2. The key difference was that the people of Israel knew about God, but Moses knew God. 
3. Hebrews 13:7 “remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider 

the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith-  8 “Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, today and forever -  9 “do not be carried away by all kinds of strange 
teachings” 

4. We need to have what I call “God-centered worship” not “what’s in it for me” music 
5. It is my prayer that God will continue to bless and guide our worship team as they lead 

us with God honoring worship  


