
                                                               The Continuum  
                                                         The Acts of the Apostates 
Introduction: 

1. If Jesus visited our church what would He say about it? 
2. It describes how a little band of Jewish believers in Jesus changed world history 
3. I am dissatisfied with where I am at 
4.  How can we be satisfied while we live in a world that ignores God and lives as if He does 

not exist?  
5. Amazing similarity between the 1st Century and the 21st Century 
6. It’s a matter of historical record that as Christianity began to spread the Roman rulers 

reacted first with apathy, then with curiosity, and finally with outright hostility.  
7. The Christians used the Greek word kurios to describe who Jesus is but the emperors  
8. We live in a similar situation today – no one gets in trouble for being religious, speak out 

and you can get into trouble   
The Importance of Acts:  

1. if you study the Book of Acts without being moved to action then you have missed the 
whole point of this book  

2. Summary of Acts in three statements  
a.  It is a condensed history of how the Christian movement began  
b.  The book shows how the church responded in a pagan culture  
c.   Acts teaches us about the worldwide mission of the church  

3. He wants a church that would include people from every tribe and nation   
4. We need to lift our eyes and see the fields that are white unto harvest  

A Serious Crisis: 
       1.  Even although the Sanhedrin forbade them Peter and John said “We cannot stop   
              speaking about what we have seen and heard” (v20) 

2.   Immediately after that they returned to the other disciples and gave them a full report. 
3.   What would you do if the Supreme Court ordered you not to talk about Jesus?  
4.   What do you do when a hostile world attempts to shut you up?  

Fervent Prayer: 
1. At this crucial moment, the new church refuses to turn to political power. 
2. They did in Jerusalem what Christians in persecuted nations do  
3.  They got together as a church and had a prayer meeting.  
4. Features of their prayer: 

a.  it was a united prayer  
b.  it was fervent  
c.  it was scriptural - Verses 25-26 contains a quotation from Ps 2:1-2  
d. it was a believing prayer – the application from Ps 2 - 
     - “They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen” 
         (verses 27-28).  
       - They had done evil in crucifying Christ (that’s free will), but God had ordained the   
          outcome (that’s divine sovereignty). 
e. It was a believing prayer   
 



5.  They prayed three things: 
a. that God would pay attention to their prayers  

              b. that God would give them boldness to preach the gospel  
 c. that God would send them more miracles 

       6.  Notice they did not pray for the persecution to be lifted  
7.   Because of knowing Ps 2 they were able to interpret the current crisis  

a. they had absolute confidence in God  
b. they demonstrated a sanctified stubbornness 

An Amazing answer: 
1. Verse 31 tells us that God answered their prayers in three ways 

a.  the place was shaken – God was present  
b.  they were ALL filled with the Spirit  
c.   they spoke the Word boldly  

2.  Acts 5 tells us what happened  
We are Involved in a Battle of Cosmic Proportions 

1. We forget that there is a battle for the hearts and souls of men and women 
2. The early believers knew it was a battle in the realm of the Spirit  
3. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, and 

the rulers of the spirit world who fight against the Lord” (cf. Ephesians 6:12).  
4. Prayer is our chief weapon when the world turns against us  
5. We can do many things once we have prayed - we can do nothing until we have prayed. 
6. What happens to us personally doesn’t matter as much as what happens to the Gospel  
7. We must learn to pray as if our lives depended on it – because it does 
8. We must learn to pray as if our church depended on it – because it does. 

He has No Hands: 
1. He has no hands but the hands of his children yielded to him.  
2. Story of Jesus and Gabriel  
3. And what God provided for them, He has also provided for us. 
4. We have the same God, the same Bible, the same Holy Spirit, same gospel message.  
5. We also have something they did not – a record of their faithfulness to encourage us 

The Work of Jesus Continues through us: 
1. Acts 29 is our chapter – we have the privilege to write more of it every day  
2. I know His work isn’t finished because the headlines today spoke of immorality  

He is Alive! 
1. Our work is not finished because his work is not finished 
2. I believe that our greatest barrier to knowing God better may be how much we know 

about how much God knows about us 
3. We don’t know God’s heart very well and so we do not see or know the urgency in His 

heart for all the peoples of the world 
4. May we experience a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our day. 
5. May God impress upon each one of us the urgency of the day so that we might take the 

gospel from Bellevue Church to the ends of the earth 
6. I pray for today is that each one of us will be so restless as a Spirit of Urgency comes 

upon us 


