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The Manifestation of the Spirit  
                                                        A Silent Church in a Noisy World 
Introduction: 
1.  9/11 changed the world as we know it  
2.  Homeland Security department created – amongst the things they do is monitor chatter 
3.  When shepherd boy turned up at the camp of the Israelites he heard the chatter  
4.  Nehemiah heard the chatter from Sanbalatt and Tobiah 
5.  Psalm 137 :1- 4 “By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept when we 
remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our lyres. For there our captors required 
of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How shall 
we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land?” – They were resigned to the status quo 
Striking Resemblance: 
1.  Is there a striking resemblance between Ps 137 and the church today? 
2.  Did I not notice some harps hanging on the tree outside? 
3.  Did I not notice some trumpets hanging like relics on the wall like artwork? 
4.  Have we passed the church on the way to church? 
5.  Are we spending more time gazing into the rear view mirror of the past because we are 
satisfied with the status than looking through the binoculars of faith for the future? 
6.  How can we not stand up for righteousness when we see the state of our families – the state 
of our children – the state of our economy – the state of how we are being regulated to death – 
of where we are right now – I am very aware of that right now 
7.  The convention last week – speaking to power 
8.  Reminded of 2 Chronicles 7:14 “if my people who are called by My name …” 
9.  Richard Dawkins – The God Delusion ““I cannot know for certain but I think God is very 
improbable, and I live my life on the assumption that he is not there.” 
10.  Daniel C. Dennett Professor of Philosophy, at Tufts University.  He proclaims that religion 
and religious instruction is a form of child abuse and children should be left alone to make their 
own decisions 
11.  Seattle Public Library – pornography not blocked  
12. The mainstream of our churches have joined what I call the non-responders to gather at the 
river of apathy once a week and reflect on past accomplishments and discuss at the round table 
of theology the deficiency of others  
Taking Issue: 
1.  If Jesus is all we say he is, how can we remain silent in a noisy world  
2.  Unfortunately today the church is ignored  
3.  Our God today is just multiple choice  
4. “The pastors of America have metamorphosed into a company of shopkeepers, and the shops 
they keep are churches.  They are preoccupied with shopkeepers concerns – how to keep the 
customers happy, how to lure customers away from competitors down the street, how to 
package the goods so that their customers will lay out more money (Eugene Petersen 1987)  
5. Johnson Amendment - 1954 – changed tax code to silence church  
6.  By this self-censoring, the church has chosen to ignore open immorality in culture and in 
government while at the same time neglecting to call attention to those political leaders who 
do strive to live according to Christian morals and values. 300,000 church pulpits remain silent 
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7.  Charles Finney said, “God will bless or curse America depending on the course Christians take 
in politics; they must vote for honest men and take consistent ground.” 
8.  Fleas in a jar – this is the mentality of the church today  
9.  Avoiding pain cannot be our goal  
Our Obligation: 
1.  Is it not our obligation to proclaim Christ and live so people will come to Him? 
2.  Is it not our goal to preach the gospel to the poor, heal the brokenhearted, preach 
deliverance to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those that are 
bruised and preach the acceptable year of the Lord? 
3.  Someone once said “nothing can do people any good without disturbing them and nothing 
will disturb them to any lasting effect unless it disturbs them deeply. There are no prefabricated 
substitutes for the disturbing gospel of a redeeming God” 
4.  How many are here today because the gospel has disturbed you? 
Overcome our fear of disturbing the peace: 
1.  He was not Jesus meek and mild – He disturbed the status quo wherever He went  
2.  This scripture has always bothered me - Mark 1:23-25 because the bible says that Jesus 
went to the synagogue and in the synagogue there was a man with an unclean spirit and he 
was saying – let us alone what do we have to do with you Jesus 
3.  I wonder how long he was member of that church? 
4.  Luke 7:11-13 Jesus raises the son of the widow of Nain and disturbs the funeral business 
5.  Jesus can disturb any situation in your life – I pray for that today for us  
6.  I hear Jesus saying “come unto me all of you that labor and heavy laden”  
7.  Example of Rubber Band  
8.  Without being stretched we are unable to feel and see the power and effects of the gospel 
This is Personal: 
1.  It has to be more than “I will pray for you” 
2.  When was the last time we wept for something besides our own needs? 
3.  When was the last time we have seen something that caused us to fall on our knees and 
weep until we could weep no more?  
4.  When last have we been burdened with the things that burden the Lord? 
Finally: 
1.  Me as a young boy with a bicycle - My mother use to say I don’t want you to go too far  
2.  If God moves among us and we are not changed then we have gone – too far  
3.  The reason why we are not seeing burdens being birthed is because we have gone – too far  
4.  The reason why we are not seeing burdens being birthed is because we have gone – too far  
5.  The reason why more people are not saying I want to make a difference in the lives of others 
is because we have gone – too far  
6.  The reason why the modern church is just an amateur psychology hour and focused on just 
themselves is because we have gone – too far  
7.  This morning we all have an opportunity to move from the silent church to the voice that is 
prophetic and the voice that makes a difference 
8.  I pray you have been disturbed today- we cannot be silent any longer! 


