
                                   The 3 P’s – Place  / People / Power   

                                Opportunity Knocks - The Ancient Markers  

 

Introduction :  

 

1. Guy Kawasaki “ don’t let the bozo’s grind you down” 

2. Sometimes I feel that I am surrounded by bozos and at other times I am a drooling 

idiot  

3. We live in a time and setting where society can take a toll  

4. Do you ever get frustrated by the paradoxical world we live in? 

5. As a society we have done a good job in celebrating our successes while 

minimizing our failures 

6. Today we live in a period called the Postmodern era and it has created an 

incredible identity crisis. 

7. So the question is – who or what do you rely on in times of confusion and crisis? 

8. You rely on landmarks 

9. The Cree have an expression “use puyew usu wapiw”  Translated it means “he 

goes backwards as he goes forward” 

10. What is the hope for the world at the crossroads? 

11. It is - The Jesus Perspective 

12. Jeremiah 6:16  Thus says the Lord: "Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for 

the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your 

souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.' 

13. It was on those ancient paths that the people of God left certain reminders 

14. Proverbs 22:28 “do not move an ancient boundary stone set up by your 

ancestors” 

15. California psychologist Judith Wallerstein studied the effects of divorce 

16. What does conflict do in your life?  

 

Markers for the Ancient Future Church : 

 

#1.  Jesus :  

1. 1 John 4:7-9 - Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who 

loves is born of God and knows God.  He who does not love does not know God; 

for God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

2. So what is the test for knowing God – why did the Son of God come? 

3. It was so that we could live through Him 

4. 1John 1:1-2 - That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our 

hands, concerning the word of life. The life was made manifest, and we saw it, 

and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father 

and was made manifest to us – that eternal life appeared to us  



5. That eternal life invaded my body and my heart began to beat in rhythm with 

God’s heart  

6. For many, the Jesus they have is their worldview, but what He wants is “no 

longer I live but Christ who lives in me”- I am going to put that rock in my pocket 

– God living in me right now. 

7. Isaiah 30:21 - And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the 

way, walk in it," when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.             

I love the way Isaiah put it. - " when you turn to the right or when you turn to 

the left, (when you are at the crossroads) your ears shall hear a voice behind 

you saying, 'This is the way, walk in it.'" 

8. I am resolved to be a pathfinder  

#2.  The Embodiment of Love : 

1. 1 John 4:7 “dear friends let us love one another for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God” 

2. So how did Jesus say people would know who His disciples were? 

3. 1John 4:12 “no one has ever seen God, but if we love one another God lives in 

us and His love is made complete in us” 

4. It is through the demonstration of God’s love that people will be able to see the 

invisible – to see God.  

5. 1 John 2:1-2 - My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not 

sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous;  and he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 

6. In other words if I blow it Jesus argues on my behalf to God.  

7. Can you imagine a people who would live their lives in an environment of grace 

and unconditional love? 

8. Our mission is a mission of mercy  

9. I have learnt that people are generally aware of their mistakes – but we are on a 

mercy of mission 

10. Looking around this morning do you see people who personify love? 

11. Lets create a safe place this week for people 

12. When you are lost and can’t find your way, find these two markers – the mystery 

of the powerful Jesus and a mission of love and you will find your way back. 

13. If we are the church – let us be the real thing – “use puyew usu wapiw” 

“Backward as you go forward” 

  

       

  

 



 


