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INTRO 

 

Have you ever considered what the world would be like if every person, on the entire planet, had 

a dramatic heart-change? 

 

Now when I say “heart change,” I’m talking about altering the orientation of ones heart to God.  

From indifferent, to intertwined.   

 

What if world leaders, teachers, TV personalities, athletes, musicians… all had a heart desirous to 

drink in the warmth of God’s love and thirsty for His life-given word for us?   

Safe to say: things would be different. 

 

When I say “heart change,” many things might come to mind.  This morning, when we think of 

heart change, I want us to picture a beautiful, delicate flower whose tender petals are slowly 

opening to drink in the life-kindling rays of the sun because this state of vibrance and vitality is 

precisely the way our maker desires us to live.   

 

So why do human hearts tend to be so cold to God—spiritually… so “hard of hearing?” 

 

The Bible tells us that the natural state of the human (unrepentant) heart is like arid desert, 

desolate.   

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 

whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see 

any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 

salt land. 7 “Blessed is the man who atrusts in the LORD, whose btrust is the LORD. 8 He is 

like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 

when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, 

for it does not cease to bear fruit. 9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately sick; who can understand it? 10 “I the LORD search the heart and test the 

mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” 

 
aThe Hebrew batach (ba-tach): rely, release of anxiety (the unknown; as a general 

state, day-to-day) 
bThe Hebrew mibtach (miv-ta-ch): confidence, hope, surety (the known; 

investment, future, security) 

 

What is a changed heart? 
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Ez. 36:24-28 
24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you 

into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all 

your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new 

heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 

you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land 

that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

How does our heart become changed (how does stone become flesh)? 

Romans 10:8-10 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 

the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved.  

 

We are receiving His word this morning.  Today’s message is really all about:  

What are we going to do with His word?   

What is the status of our hearts?  If any kind of a change would do your heart good, as 

sure as our God lives: that change can happen today.    

  

 And this is nothing short of a miracle.  Your miracle can happen today. 

 

 

BODY 

  

Turn with me if you will to the book of 1 Samuel, chapter 9. 

 

The early life of Saul is a great object lesson about hearing and responding to God’s word; and 

this is where we are going to spend our remaining this morning.  

 

So what do we know about Saul?  Saul: The Man Who Would Be King  

Tall, handsome—from a line of tall and handsome; cousin of Abner; from the 

tribe of Benjamin (renown for producing men of war, yet depleted following the 

battle at Gilgal (Jud. 19-21).   

   

  He became the first king of Israel—and it didn’t end well.    

 

This morning, we discuss the brief high point of Saul’s life: It’s the story of his call, 

anointing as king, and his first battle as the commander of God’s people. 

 

 

There are Four Points for us to Take Home Today: 
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(Provide “road map” before diving in) 

 

1) God has a plan for our lives—whether we know it or not. 

1 Sam. 9:15-17 

Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about 

this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to 

be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. 

For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, 

the LORD told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain 

my people.” 

 

 

2) God makes His word known to us and confirms it (through people and 

situations). 

 1 Sam. 10:1 

Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, “Has 

not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over 

the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding 

enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you to be prince 

over his heritage. 

 

1 Sam. 10:2-7 
2 When you depart from me today, you will meet two men by Rachel's tomb in 

the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys that 

you went to seek are found, and now your father has ceased to care about the 

donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’ 
3 Then you shall go on from there farther and come to the oak of Tabor. Three 

men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one carrying three young 

goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 
4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall 

accept from their hand. 5 After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim, (“hill of 

God”) where there is a garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come 

to the city, you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place 

with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying.  

 

 

3) God is in the heart changing business (and He supplies what we cannot). 

1 Sam. 10:6-7  
6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be 

turned into another man. 7 Now when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to 

do, for God is with you. 

 

 

4) Our part in God’s plan is to hear and heed His word; in a word, to obey. 
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from Latin obedire, oboedire "obey, be subject, serve; pay attention to, give ear," literally 
"listen to," from ob "to" (see ob-) + audire "listen, hear” 

 

Rom. 10:8-10 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 

the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved. 

 

1 Sam. 10:9 

When he turned his back to leave Samuel,  

God gave him another heart.  

And all these signs came to pass that day. 

 

 

CLOSING 

  

Some here today have received the word of God concerning their life; others have yet to receive 

it; some need to hear it again.  All of us must choose this day whom we will serve. 

Each of us, like the petals of a delicate flower…unfolding to drink in the sun.  

 

In Saul’s life, a changed heart prepared him to lead God’s people.  In 1 Samuel 11, we see this 

changed heart in action; Saul valiantly leads the people of Israel to victory over the Ammonites.  

Sadly, this is a singular moment for Saul.  We know how his story ends: in personal, spiritual 

defeat.  Following the battle with the Ammonites, Saul begins to exercise his will over and 

against God’s.  He closes up.  Nourishment is cut off.   

 

The questions for us are clear: What has God said concerning your life?  What has the Spirit of 

God confirmed?  Have you yet to hear and receive God’s word?  Today is the day.  The word is 

near us.  Is God tugging on your heart?  Is He calling you to live life on another level?  Is He 

calling you to reclaim the life you’ve been anointed for?   

 

This morning each of us has an opportunity to connect with God’s plan and God’s provision for 

our lives.  “With the mouth confession is made…”  “and with the heart one believes.”  As this 

worship service continues—as the band comes to play—do business with God, redeem the time 

for the days in which we live are evil.  If it’s time to “get right,” don’t hesitate.  If you need a word 

from God…reach out.  If we abandon the comfort zone of compromise He is faithful to show up.   

 

There are people here ready to pray with you.  The Spirit of the Living God is leading them to 

meet you at your place of decision.  It’s a beautiful thing.     

 

 

PRAYER (and transition)  

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=ob-&allowed_in_frame=0
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