
                                                               The Continuum  
                                                      Have you been with …….? 
Introduction: 

1. Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that 
they had been with Jesus” 

2. “Uneducated – common men” - not a complement  
3. Another translation says it this way “Now the leaders were surprised and confused. 

They looked at Peter and John and realized they were typical peasants—uneducated, 
utterly ordinary fellows—with extraordinary confidence. The leaders recognized them 
as companions of Jesus.” 

4. Companions of Jesus – how did they know this? 
5. It was in the Spirit-filled boldness that was born out of knowing Jesus. 
6. Notice Peter is not afraid of these guys and their lofty positions  
7. His clarion call: “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
 
Revealed by a Crisis: 

1. A crisis never made any man. It only reveals what he already is.  
2. The arrest reveals the truth about Peter and John  
3. No fact is more important for our consideration today 
4. The changing landscape today speaks of the diminishing impact of Christianity 
5.  The early Christians turned the world upside down because they had a life-changing    

               encounter with Jesus Christ. 
       6.    That single fact explains the boldness of the first generation of believers who took the    
               gospel from Jerusalem across the Roman Empire. 
       7.    This does not fit the ordinary category of religion – you can be around Jesus and yet not  
               be with Him 
 
Around but not with: 

1. It is dangerous to be around Jesus and not be with Jesus. There is a difference  
2. The disciples had been “with” Jesus - knew him intimately and that changed everything.  
3. The doctrine of unconscious influence  
4. We don’t know what others know about us  
5. The world never understands people like Peter and John 

 
Courage on Steroids: 

1. They were doing what Christians should always do – they were ready to give an answer  
2. Acts 4:2 pinpoints the exact issue – the Jewish leaders were greatly annoyed because 

they were proclaiming Jesus – but Peter was just telling the truth  
3. The response because of their obedience – 5,000 men swept into the Kingdom 
4. Boldness under pressure  
5. When Christ commandeers a life, the change will be evident  
6. Even their enemies knew they had been with Jesus – no higher compliment  



Questions:  
1. What are the marks of someone who has been with Jesus? 

a.  John 1:14 (Jesus) “full of grace and truth” 
b.  Our lives should carry the aroma of heaven 

2. How is this developed?  
a.  This sort of life comes about mostly through people and pain  
b.  Job 23:10 ““He knows the way that I take. When he has tried me, I will come forth   
      as gold.”  
c.  There are no shortcuts to a life of tested gold – it is a furnace  
d.  There is a wide difference between a worldly man and the Christian man  
e.  Charles Haddon Spurgeon “any fool can sing in the sunlight” 
f.  Story from Hong Kong  

3. Where should we begin? 
a.  Spurgeon “If we would be more like Christ, we must seek more of the Spirit of God.   
     Vain are all your attempts to be like Him until you have sought His Spirit” 
b.  We “Breathe on Me” – Hillsong  
c.  Is our physical breathe a picture of a deeper spiritual reality? 
d.  In the bible, the word breathe is the same as the word for spirit  
e.  Who will be admitted to heaven?  

 
Why do we do the things we do? 

1. Why do we go to church or give money away? 
2. Do we put our best clothes on and stand and sit at the right times and sing all the 

appropriate songs for God’s sake or because it makes us look better or feel better? 
3. I am tired of all the empty rituals  
4. God hates it when we call ourselves Christians but ignore all the things He really cares 

about.  
5. He hates it when we go through hollow religious routines out of some felling of duty or 

obligation.  
6. He does not want meaningless rituals – He wants your heart  
7. This is our challenge, our calling, and our prayer: 

-             -  May Christ be seen in us. 
              - May the Holy Spirit fill us with grace and truth. 
             - May the whole world know by the way we live that we have been with Jesus. 
 


