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                                                      Decisions and Destiny  
                                                       Wisdom of the Ages  
Introduction: 

1.  I believe this is one of the most important messages you will ever hear  
2. The reason I say this is because you don’t have what it takes  
3. Simply put – you don’t have the wisdom to be the person you want to be  
4. You have to collect and garner it along the way  
5. So how do you get wisdom? 
6. Two ways you accumulate wisdom: 

a. Personal experiences 
b. Another’s personal wisdom 

Starting Out: 
1. When I started out as a pastor  
2. Read books of those who have gone before us  
3. Made a plan to spend time with men and women of God – most of them from the USA 
4. This went into our hearts  
5. God knew we needed wisdom beyond our experiences so you can fulfill His assignment  
6. Christianity is not a spectator sport 

The Gems of the Ages  
1. God made it possible to receive His wisdom  
2. Here in this book are raw unedited accounts of the lives of men and women that he chose from 

the annals of time 
3. As we read their life stories they will begin to deposit freely to you and to me the wisdom of the 

ages  
4. My best friends are in the bible and they will speak to you  
5. Hebrews 11:4 says “Abel although he is dead he still speaks” 
6. These stories are just not history – take a look at this verse Romans 15:4 “whatever was written 

in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope”  
! Corinthians 10:11 says “Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction on whom the end of the ages has come  
1 Corinthians 10:6 “now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire 
evil as they did” 

7. As you read through the bible you will receive the gems of the ages  
8. 2 Timothy 3:16 says “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” 
9. Ps 119:98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. I have 

more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation. I 
understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. I hold back my feet from every evil 
way, in order to keep your word. I do not turn aside from your rules for you have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through your 
precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way” 

10. Hebrews 4:12 -13 says “for the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all 
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  

11. Story of eating just once a week – it really is not rocket science  
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12. As we pursue the theme this year of decisions and destiny I want to challenge you with the most 
important thing for your life - your whole life – here it is  

13. To have a daily time where you sit at the feet of Jesus and hear his word for you – listening for 
the marching orders for that day  

14. Luke 10:38-42 “Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. 
And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things,42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the 
good portion, which will not be taken away from her – it is a choice we have to make  

15. Analogy of concert pianist  
Your Mentors will speak: 

1. We have to make the commitment  
2. Let me ask you this – how many believe that the Holy Spirit knows what you are going to say 

next week? 
3. The bible holds the wisdom of the ages and you are going to read some passages tomorrow 

morning and the Holy Spirit may highlight something because you will need it  
4. That deposit will help you avoid an issue – a marriage – your finances – your family  
5. But you have to do it every day because growth comes in layers  
6. Isaiah 28:10 “For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon 

line, here a little, there a little.” 
7. Example of learning to play the piano – one a week or daily mentoring? 
8. The same is true when you spend time every day letting the Master speak and allow mentors to 

pour into your life  
9. Matthew 16:15-17 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
10. Jesus responded “flesh and blood did not reveal that to you but my father in heaven “ 

The Doing: 
1. The best time for devotions  
2. Even Jesus built a habit - It says they were looking for Jesus and it says “he was at the Mount of 

Olives as was his custom” Luke 22:39 
3. Things you bring to your devotions: praise music, bible, pen, a reading plan, a journal  
4. SOUP (scripture, Observation, Understanding, Prayer) or PSOUP (Praise, Scripture, Observation, 

Understanding, prayer) 
5. Understanding will come  
6. Every problem you might encounter will have already been encountered in the bible 
7. If you are diligent this will literally change your life  
8. Don’t give up – you need to persevere and retrain your mind  
9. Dialogue with Chinese students  
10. “We memorize as much scripture as we can because during times of persecution they can take 

away our bibles but they cannot take away what we have hidden in our hearts” 
11. So no -  I will not pray that you will become like us but I will pray that we become more like you”  
12. And that is my prayer for us as a church  
13. 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman who need not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”. 
 


