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                                                               CHRISTMAS 2016 
                                                Covenant of God – The Reason Jesus came  
Introduction: 

1.  Encourage you to read the Christmas story  
2. God’s relationship to man is defined by specific requirements and promises.   
3. The definition of a covenant is as follows: it is an unchangeable, divinely inspired legal 

agreement between God and man that stipulates the conditions of their relationship. 
4. Jonathan Edwards said ““If we speak of the covenant God has made with man stating 

the condition of eternal life, God never made but one with man which never yet was 
abrogated, but is a covenant stands in full force to all eternity without the failing of one 
tittle. And for this end came Christ into the world, to fulfill the law, for all that receive 
Him” 

5. Although there have been many additional details specified in the covenants God has 
made with man the essential element is relationship  

6. Jeremiah 31:33 “I will be their God, and they shall be my people 
7. Picture the opening credits of a movie – at the center is a tree  
8. When the movie closes once more there is a tree  
9. The bible begins with a tree in Genesis 2 and ends with a tree in Revelation 22 
10. Genesis 2:16-17 “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 

of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

Responsibility: 
1. Genesis is a book of origins, exploring the creation of the universe and the interactions 

between God and his first creatures – the final act is the creation of man 
2. Explanation of Genesis 1:27 as we look at Genesis 2 with the creation of woman. 
3. Genesis 2:4-25 is an expansion on part of what happened on the sixth “day” of creation.  
4. Crux of message: Creation is the foundation of a covenantal relationship between God 

and the world - specifically between God and those who acknowledge Him as their God. 
5. Being naked in the Hebrew mind is more than having no clothes  
6. The beginnings story also focuses on God partnering with people to arrange, cultivate 

and manage the world.  
7. At both the beginning – Genesis 1 and 2 and ending of the story in Revelations 21 and 

22, we see human beings and God partnering in meaningful labor  
8. That has not changed because since the beginning of time, God has been searching for 

people who desire to work with him to arrange and cultivate and help make the world 
the way God intended it to be. 

9. Genesis 1:28 “And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”   

10. Implicit in this verse is the instruction that we have an obligation not only to conserve 
the world of nature but to enhance it because man is the “co-partner of God in the work 
of creation “ 

11. Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it.”   Adam had the task of naming the animals  
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Time: 
1. Time to us is a measuring device rather than a realm in which we abide 
2. The worth of a great day is not measured by the space it occupies in the calendar. 
3. In the realm of the Spirit there is no difference between a second and a century  
4. This realm between the trees is temporary - it is not how things were at the beginning, 

and it is not how things will be after “the end.”   
5. The work we do here in this life has implications for what we will do forever.   
6. When people talk about miracles, they sometimes feel that a miracle is an invasion of 

something from another world or dimension into this world but is it? 
7. We are allowed to choose how we live  
8. Some Christians live with a concept of hoping and waiting for another life.    
9. Some people ask, “Where is God?”  A better question is “Where Isn’t God?”  His 

fingerprints appear to be all over this world 
New Life: 

1. In Genesis 1 and 2 all is changing because it grows and brings new life   
2. In Genesis 1 and 2 there is a strict hierarchy and everything knows its place in that 

structure and that is where the peace and harmony comes from 
3. If people begin to worship the creation instead of the creator it is out of order with the 

proper hierarchy  
4. There are three basic principles that are implicit in the Genesis story: 

a.  That God as Father and Creator of all provides all of creation with purpose and that 
therefore to understand God means to one’s own potential 

b. Secondly, that God – the lawgiver validates the principle of justice and righteousness 
which governs all the affairs of man  

c. That God as Redeemer guarantees the ultimate goals of existence and enables you 
and I to find meaning in life  

United: 
1.  Everything is interwoven and connected - There are not two realms 
2. In Genesis 1 and 2 there is not a separate place we go to when we die 
3. In Genesis, the goal is not to escape to some other more spiritual realm where God is  
4. Revelation 21 - the New Jerusalem - God’s dwelling place is now among the people and 

He will dwell with them  
5. If you were to take all the passages that talk about sin out of the bible you would have a 

short template of 4 chapters  
6. In Genesis 3 we see people who violate the boundaries - the hierarchy of God  
7. They eat from this tree and they experience a disruption in the peace and the harmony 

of chapters 1 and 2 – Genesis 3:8 “where are you?” 
The Christ: 

1. The followers of Jesus are people who are committed to partnering with God to make 
this world, the world that we live in, the kind of place that God originally intended  

2. The birth of Christ is about covenant – the covenant God made with man  
3. Adam was the covenant breaker; Jesus is the covenant keeper – the covenant restorer  

4. And so, this season we celebrate new life – not only in a baby in a manger but new life for 
us who accept and identify with Christ who became a sacrifice so we might live. 


