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                                           The Prayer that Changes Everything 
                                                         Ephesians 1: 15-23 
Background: 

1. Paul first reached Ephesus in Acts 19 
2. The people there had been baptized into John’s baptism but had not yet received the infilling pf 

the Holy Spirit  
3. He stayed there and preached in the synagogue for 3 months. Then he rented a hall and stayed 

there for 2 more years  
4. There were also demonic forces were at work –e.g. the sons of the High Priest Sceva  
5. Ephesus was also the seat of idol worship – specifically Artemis – the “Great Mother” 
6. Also, riot broke out because the silversmiths were losing business  

Distortions: 
1. It is unfortunate how distorted the descriptions of Paul have become  
2. Some would describe him as a super-theologian extraordinaire  
3. Other made him out to be a Grand Architect who had all the answers when it came to church 

structures and organization  
4. They discuss how Paul achieved success at planting churches and dissecting that success  
5. Others make him out to be something more than human – in their eyes there is little difference 

between Paul and Jesus – like a Messiah number two  
6. But each of these views misses the central passion and point of Paul’s life  
7. Paul’s driving passion was what we are discussing today  
8. Ephesians 1:15-23 “For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes 
of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for 
us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be 
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under 
his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way”.  

Access Denied  
1. To understand his passion, we need to understand the world he lived in  
2. In Paul’s world, everything revolved around access to the upper echelons  
3. To do this a person had to possess the right code or combination  
4. You had to have the right savvy that the masses did not possess  
5. In Paul’s day, these cultural codes were 1) special knowledge, 2) idealism, and 3) elitism.  
6. The first number in the combinations was: 

a. SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE: acquired through lifelong intellectual gymnastics or private special 
experience 

b. IDEALISM: following the rules with precision would result in the development of superior 
moral character – e.g. the Pharisees  

c. ELITISM: because of the above two you became part of a class on its own  
Paul attained this by having studied under Gamaliel 
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7. The Book of Acts later goes on to describe Paul the Apostle recounting that although "born in 
Tarsus", he was brought up in Jerusalem "at the feet of Gamaliel, [and] taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers" Acts 22:3        

8. There was a time when these three access points drove him. 
9. Phil 3:5-6 “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless”. 

10. But when he meets Jesus his whole center of gravity changes  
11. The prayer in Eph 1:15-23 is in direct opposition to the cultural access codes  

The Overarching Desire: 
1. In V17 he makes his overarching desire known “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him” 
2. To know Christ and to make him known in daily life, this was the passion of Paul's life.  
3. With this he is breaking two primary rules 
4. Paul the rule breaker now believes that access to God is based on grace rather than on works or 

special position.  
5. Second, and this is big, he's suggesting that God's life should change the quality of daily life.  
6. So, Paul prays for this in two ways: It's about knowing God in an inner (or personal) sense that is 

then translated into genuine outer transformation.  
7. His desire is that people will experience Christ in their everyday world and so be changed. He 

calls this wisdom  
8. Phil 3:10 “that I know Him and the power that raised Christ from the dead” 
9. Paul goes on to pray for three gifts to be given to his readers so that they will live Christ 

a. HOPE: Paul prays that his readers would receive and live in the hope of God, and that gift is 
available to all of us as we follow Jesus.  
There's something energizing about knowing that living my life faithfully is bringing about 
the fullness of the presence of Jesus and one day that will be all inclusive.  

b. INHERITANCE: Paul then prays that people would take advantage of their inheritance. 
Knowing and living Christ daily is enhanced when we understand our inheritance.  This 
reminds us of our identity – your family and I get to use God’s stuff now – not later on – His 
resources are available to us What are we talking about? here's a sample: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control.  
V 17 “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom (sophias) and revelation (apokalupsis) in the knowledge of Him” 
The church we are not called to follow culture and acquiesce to everything out there in 
order to attract a crowd  

c. POWER: Paul prays that they would know the power of God – that same power that raised 
Christ from the dead  
This power that is referred to is the reality that God is capable and trustworthy to bring 
about what is important to him -- even when it looks hopeless.  
The gift of God's power assures you that God isn't done with you, has not discarded you, 
and will finish what he's begun in you.  
The gift of God's power assures you that God isn't done with you, has not discarded you, 
and will finish what he's begun in you.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle

