
THE CONTINUATION  
                                                                     The Promise  
Recap  
1.  On the very first occasion when someone stood up in public to tell people about Jesus, He   
      made it clear – this message is for everyone  
2.  It was a great day – sometimes called the birthday of the church.  
3.  The great wind of God’s Spirit had swept through Jesus’ followers and filled them with a new   
      joy and a sense of God’s presence and power  
4.  Peter then spoke of a new life, forgiveness, a new hope and the power of God manifest in   
      and through them 
5.  A new age had begun in which the living God was going to do new things in the world –    
     beginning with the individuals who were there  
6. “This promise is for you”, he said, “and for your children, and for everyone who is far   
       away” (Acts 2:39)  
7.  One way in which the everyone promise worked out was through the writings of the early   
      Christian leaders.  
8.  The book of Acts is the action book of the New Testament 
9.  This is the book of action, revealing how God is at work through Christians. 
10. We could never understand the New Testament if we did not have the Book of Acts 
Introduction 
1.  Quote from Winston Churchill – “This is not the beginning of the end. But it may be the end   
     of the beginning” 
2.  It was not the end of our Lord’s ministry when He ascended  
3.  Acts 1:4-8 “And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem   
     but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me, for John   
      baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit."   
      So, when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the   
      kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the   
      Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has   
      come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria   
       and to the end of the earth.”  
4.  Here are the four-fold characteristics of the Holy Spirit described  
5.  Jesus said to them – you “stick around in Jerusalem” 
6.  Why?  Otherwise you will make a mess of things 
7.  It is the same for us – you can’t truly be effective without the Holy Spirit  
8.  So what was the Promise of the Father  
A Reality:  
1.  Not a ritual but a reality 
2.  He wants us to firmly latch onto this promise as a reality for each one of us  
3.  Luke points back to the beginning – to John’s baptism where he called Israel to repentance  
4.  He says God is at work doing a new thing through the Holy Spirit for everyone – the Holy   
     Spirit alive in you – just as He promised  
The Old Testament Examples: 
1.  There are several accounts which we will look at  
2.  Gen 12:2-3 “I will bless you and make your name great …and all the nations shall be    
     blessed through you”  
3.  Paul explicitly lets us know what the blessing is Galatians 3:13 is “Christ redeemed us from   
      the curse of the law having become a curse for us -- for it is written "Cursed be everyone   



      who hangs on a tree" -- that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the   
      Gentiles, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 
4.  "Well," you ask, "does that mean that no one ever received the Holy Spirit until the day of   
      Pentecost, even though the promise was given to Abraham two thousand years before?"  
5.  There is no record of any gentile ever receiving the Holy Spirit until the Day of Pentecost  
6.  Not only Abraham, but Moses, Joshua, David, many of the Kings of Judah and the prophets 
7.  Peter tells us that when the prophets predicted the suffering of Christ they were speaking by   
      means of "the Spirit of Christ which was in them," {1 Pet 1:11 KJV}. 
8.  The Old Testament is full of types and shadows to explain the Holy Spirit.  For instance: 
      a.  Aaron’s Rod that budded and the candlesticks in the temple  
      b.  The cruse of oil which never stopped  
      c.   The two olive trees of Zechariah which dripped oil from its branches  
      d.  Ezekiel’s river that came pouring out from under the throne  
9.   Luke 1:15 says John was “filled with the Spirit from His mother’s womb” 
10. Jesus said to the eleven, "The Holy Spirit is with you, but He shall be in you," {John 14:17}.  
11. Their infilling would be delayed until it was available to both Jew and Gentile  
12. There is nothing like hearing the word that holds everything together call your name  
Reality – not just another program: 
1.  Reality - it is also not just a program, but power.  
2.  Jesus told them it was not for them to know the time of His return  
3.  The church has thought it had the task of programming the work of God 
4.  Jesus said, “I am not going to let you know the timing of everything, but I will give you   
      power - you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." 
5.  That power works anywhere – even in a cemetery   
6.  Jesus says, "You will talk about me, because you will have experienced me. What you will   
      talk about will be what I have done for you."  
7.  You see that emphasis all through the book of Acts, and through the life of the church since,   
      whenever the church has been what it ought to be.  
8.  What I visualize – a community – loving Christ – actively living for Him 
The Return of Christ: 
1.  And when he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him   
      out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold two men   
      stood by them in white robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into   
      heaven? This Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way as   
      you saw him go into heaven." {Acts 1:9-11} 
2.  "It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away the Comforter will not come   
      to you, but if I go I will send him to you," {John 16:7 RSV}. 
3.  Heaven is not some other planet – or somewhere several billion miles away 
4. “The SAME Jesus will come back” 
5. That hope of his return runs like a thread throughout the whole book of Acts.  
6.  Most believers don’t live in the hope of the return of Christ 
Prayer: 
1. Acts 1:14 “All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer, together with the   
    women and  Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” 
2. Prayer is the first choice and the final resort of the people of God.  
3. This is what makes any group of Christians have an impact, and exercise a vital revolutionary   
     force in the age in which they live. 


