
                                                                  Christmas 2016  
                                                                 The Goat has left  
Introduction: 

1. Let me start by explaining my motivation not to approach this Christmas season with the 
“regular” Christmas messages  

2. For Him to die for our sin He had to be born – but we so easily partition everything 
when the whole story of Jesus coming is one narrative  

3. Two definitions that I believe will help us this morning  
a.  Advent - the first season of the Christian church year, leading up to Christmas and 

including the four preceding Sundays. So, this year advent began last week  
b. Atonement - refers to the forgiving or pardoning of sin in general and original sin 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus, enabling the reconciliation between 
God and his creation. 

4. Leviticus 16 deals with the Day of Atonement and that is where we are going to camp 
out today 

5. The Jewish feast calendar has seven major feasts—four in the spring, three in the fall. 
The fall feasts begin with the Feast of Trumpets, also called Rosh Hashanah which 
means "head of the year" or "first of the year." Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. 

6. The Feast of Trumpets inaugurates the ten days of awe, which is ten days of repentance, 
of soul searching – getting right with God  

7. As a church I want us to fast for the first 10 days of the new year  
8. These 10 days leads up to Yom Kippur – called the Day of Atonement  

The High Priest: 
1. In the Old Testament times the High Priest represents the people before God – he acted 

as a mediator  
2. Leviticus 16: 3 "This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: with a young bull for 

a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. He is to put on the sacred linen tunic, 
with linen undergarments next to his body."  

3. Description of Second Temple – could fit 210,000 people on Temple Mount  
4. Picture a couple of hundred thousand people, gathered after ten days of weeping, 

fasting, and denying themselves so they come before God to have their sins removed.  
5. One man, the High Priest, is going to go into the presence of God on their behalf.  
6. Verse 6, "Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for 

himself and his household."  
The Scapegoat: 

1. Verse 7: Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting. He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the 
Lord and the other for the scapegoat. Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the 
Lord and sacrifice it for a sin offering. But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall 
be presented alive before the Lord to be used for making atonement by sending it into 
the desert as a scapegoat. 

2. When the priest had done all that God commanded, and was rightly prepared, then he 
was to bring two goats before the people.  

3. One was to be sacrificed to cleanse the temple of sin and the other was to be kept alive.  



4. The priest would lay his hands upon the head of this second goat and then confess over 
it all the iniquities of the people of Israel.  

5. When this ritualistic work was complete the priest would then send this goat out into 
the wilderness to take away the sins of God’s people 

6. The Day of Atonement is about God removing that which separates us from God and 
from each other and sending it away so that it’s not here anymore. 

7. Verse 20: “When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the 
Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat. He is to lay both 
hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion 
of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat's head. He shall send the 
goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task. The goat will 
carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place, and the man shall release it in the 
desert. 

8. Who was this man – tradition was that it was a gentile  
9. Tradition of red cord  
10. What would it be like for churches to capture a sense “What are we guilty of?”  
11. The high priest transferred the sins of the people onto the goat and the goat was sent 

away into the wild.  
Our Scapegoat: 

1. John 19:1 onwards -  Jesus before Pilate  
2. "Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of 

thorns and put it on his head."  
3. Verse 15, "But they shouted away with Him. Away with Him, crucify Him”- John is 

saying that there is a connection with the day of Atonement  
4. Jesus is led away, like an animal, with a red ring around his head, with shouts of ‘Azazel’ 

ringing in the air- led away from the city by Gentiles to Golgotha. (a garbage dump) 
5. A barren place - some of his last words will be ‘My God why have you forsaken me?’ 
6. It’s what John the Baptist meant at the very beginning of the Gospel when he pointed at 

Jesus and said he’s the one who will ‘Azazel the sin of the world. ‘ 
7. It is what John means when he says Jesus was ‘slain from the foundation of the world.’ 
8. It’s what Caliphas reveals about us when he decides once and for all to scapegoat Jesus: 

“it’s better that one innocent man should die than that the whole nation perish."  
It is Finished: 

1. When our High Priest – Jesus - has offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of God. 

2. When we are reminded of our failures and of our darkness, our message to the world is 
"the goat has left."  

3. When somebody reminds you about your past and wants to hold your failures against 
you, maybe you should say, "Excuse me. I don't see a goat in the room."  

4. The central redeeming message is that when you meet Jesus and you confess Him as 
Lord and Savior then you aren't who you were – you are a new creation  


