
                                                       God in Search of Man  
                                                       For they shall see God  
Introduction:  

1.  The last time I spoke we began a new series called God in Search of Man  
2. Today I ask for the Holy Spirit to infuse the words I am about to speak with His power 

and anoint them so we might not only understand but we might be changed  
3. Most theories of religion start out defining itself as man’s search for God 
4. The bible speaks not only of man’s search for God but also of God’s search for man. 
5. Job 10:16 exclaims “You hunt for me like a lion” 
6. When Adam and Eve hid from the Lord called: where are you” (Genesis 3:9) 
7. It is a still small echo of a still small voice, not uttered in words, not conveyed in 

categories of the mind, but ineffable and mysterious, as ineffable and mysterious as the 
glory that fills the whole world - Ineffable means indescribable, inexpressible, beyond 
words, beyond description. 

8. We need to know that faith comes out of awe, out of an awareness that we are exposed 
to His Presence, out of anxiety to answer the challenge of God, out of the awareness of 
being compelled to answer that call “where are you” 

9. Unless the awareness of the ineffable mystery of God becomes a permanent state of 
mind, all that remains is a commitment without faith.  

10. To strengthen our alertness, to refine our appreciation of God is the meaning of worship 
and following Him. - Faith does not remain stationary 

11. Prayer - continue to obey enables us to believe and remain attached to His Presence. 
12. Job 32:8 “it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him 

understand 
13. Is our Christianity merely reading from the pages of a book called the bible – or is it 

probing, questioning, and delving into the fullness of God  
14. Asking the questions change thought processes and eventually change our way of living  

Revolutionary Encounter: 
1.  Job 42:5-6: "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye sees You; 

Therefore, I retract, And I repent in dust and ashes." 
2. Two main points – the past – “heard” – result of his analysis “now I see”  
3. This is not distinguishing one sense from another, but rather in moving from a condition 

where God is at a distance to a place where God is close, personal and overwhelming.  
4. Without a living relationship with God, the church is empty and hollow, with its 

foundation resting on nothing –  the church spires merely pointing to the dark  
God in a Box: 

1. Job 8:5-8 Bildad the Shuhite remarks, “But if you will look to God and plead with the 
Almighty, if you are pure and upright even now he will rouse himself on your behalf 
and restore you to your rightful place. Your beginnings will seem humble so 
prosperous will your future be. Ask the former generations and find out what their 
fathers learned...." 

2. Job 23, Job says: "If only I knew where to find him; If only I could go to his dwelling! 
 I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. I would find out 
what he would answer me, and consider what He would say. Would he oppose me 
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with great power? No, he would not press charges against me. There an upright man 
could present his case before him, and I would be delivered from my Judge." 

3. Job's answer echoes Bildad's: "I am completely familiar with God, and I know what he's 
like. If I could find my way to him we'd have a discussion, and I would be delivered."  

Unpredictable: 
1. C.S. Lewis writes “Aslan is not a tame lion” (speaking of the Christ figure) 
2. In our desire to make God containable he becomes familiar and predictable because we 

have lost sight of who He really is 
3. We fill ourselves with information about Him, but have very little touch with a real   

person who can be known and is willing to know us. 
How shall we Respond? 

1. A lot of "pop" Christianity suggests that when God draws near, individuals immediately   
 become more electric, more powerful, more impressive.  

2. But that does not happen in scripture  
3.  "Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 

he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name?"  

Need for Repentance: 
1. "Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 

he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name?"  

2. Is 6:1-7"In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
exalted and the train of his robe filled the temple ……” 

3. John Stott "The Cross of Christ "The kind of God that appeals to most people today 
would be easy-going in his tolerance of our offenses. He would be gentle, kind, 
accommodating. He would have no violent reactions. Unhappily, even in the church we 
seemed to have lost the vision of the majesty of God. There is much shallowness and 
levity among us. Prophets and psalmists would probably say of us, "There is no fear of 
God before their eyes"....  

4.  1 Peter 1:17 “Since you call on a father who judges each man's work impartially, live 
your lives. in reverent fear." (I Peter 1:17)  

 Cleansing and Restoration: 
1. We need not wallow in that place of dwelling on our past  
2.  1 Corinthians 13:12 “we now see in a mirror dimly, but that the day is coming when 

we will see God face to face”.  
3. Isaiah 64:1-9 “O that You would rend the heavens and come down ….” “Do not be 

angry beyond measure, O Lord; Do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look upon us 
we pray, for we are all your people."  

Conclusion: 
1.  Pray the prayer “thank you God” 
2. God’s response will be an act of extravagant grace 
3. Ask God this ………. 
4. God is ever calling “(Your name here) …….. where are you” 


