
                                                                     Holy Fire  
                                                              Isaac is coming  
1 Chronicles 12:32 says Sons of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what 
Israel ought to do”   
Introduction: 

1. Recap - Charles Spurgeon said this “I looked to Christ and the Dove flew in. I looked to the Dove, 
and He disappeared” 

2. Of course, we realize neither Spurgeon or the reference to a dove in the New Testament is 
referring to a literal dove but it is describing the attributes of the Holy Spirit  

3. Reference to a dove is because of the Law of First Mention -  Genesis 6 – the dove  
4. the symbolism is there - the dove represents the Holy Spirit and the olive leaf the anointing that 

flows through the spoken word He gives. 
Holy Fire: 

1. There are basically four kinds of fire in the bible – natural fire, supernatural fire, strange fire and 
symbolic fire  

2. The word fire appears 520 times in the bible  
3. All fire mentioned in the bible except for the strange or unauthorized  
4. All fire is holy fire (and we have spoken about that previously) 
5. The properties of fire: Power; Illumination, Cleansing 
6. Fire as a manifestation communicates, the very presence of God. We see this with the burning 

bush from which God spoke to Moses. Similar to this is God’s descent upon Mount Sinai "in fire” 
7. There are a number of passages that focus on fire as synonymous with or in association with 

God's glory. For example, to the Israelites at Sinai "the glory of the Lord looked like a 
consuming fire" ( Exod 24:17.)  

8. A special use of fire imagery in the N.T. is that connected with baptism with fire. John the Baptist 
predicted that Jesus would baptize "with the Holy Spirit and with fire" ( Matt 3:11) a promise 
that was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. Then "tongues as of fire" rested upon those gathered 
in the upper room with the result that they "were filled with the Holy Spirit  

Baptism with the Holy Spirit: 
1. Controversy re if it should be called Baptism “in” “by” or “with” the Holy Spirit  
2. The word baptize technically means “to be immersed or drenched” 
3. The experience of people being baptized with the Holy Spirit is obvious in at least 6 places in the 

Book of Acts: 
- Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” 
- Acts 8:17 “then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit.” 

             - Acts 9:17-18 “Jesus …has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit” 
             - Acts 10:44 “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all   
             - Acts 19:6 “When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them 
       4.  The same phenomenon could happen to the same people again – Acts 4:8, Acts 13:5, Acts 4:31 

Four different views regarding the infilling with the Holy Spirit  
- Cessationist theory  
- Infilling happens at conversion -  based on 1 Cor 12:31 
- Pentecostal / Charismatic view  
- Holiness view  
- People filled with Holy Spirit but do not speak in tongues  

Meaning of 1 Corinthians 12:13: 
       1.“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/24-17.html
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       2.   But we cannot read into this scripture that we all have been baptized with the Holy Spirit at the   
             moment of conversion  

3.   The disciples experienced of the baptism with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost therefore shows  
       it was a conscious experience and came to them having believed already  
4. Acts 19:2-6 “And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  And 

they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what 
then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” And Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, 
that is, Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in 
tongues and prophesying.” 

Isaac is coming: 
1. I want to look at the prophetic implications of the story of Isaac and Ismael  
2. There is an ongoing dispute among Jews, Christians and Muslims as to who is the chosen line of 

Abraham. For Jews and Christians, the claim is that it is through Isaac that covenantal blessings 
flow. For those of Islamic faith, they claim it is Ismael. 

3. Ismael was not part of God’s original plan 
4. Abraham tried to fulfill God’s promise to him with Hagar  
5. Abraham asked that the covenant would be placed on Ismael – God said no 
6. Genesis 17:18-19 “Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call 

his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his 
descendants after him.” 

7. Even although Muslims claim to be part of the Abrahamic blessing God’s covenant is with Isaac, 
not Ishmael. Genesis 17:21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear 
to you at this set time next year.” 

Why is this so important: 
1. Because the claim by Muslims concerning Ishmael is wrong  
2. Mohammed’s family is not connected to any Ishmaelite tribe 
3. Mohammed, himself, rejected all of these false genealogies,  
4. As Christians, we need to know this truth and not be duped by those who say that Islam is a true 

religion of God as well.  
5. Acts 4:12 says “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved”  
6. In Genesis 21 we see Ishmael leave the covenant-keeping community  
7. BTW – the god Muslims worship is not the Christian God – Allah is the personal title for moon 

god they worship at the Kaaba - the shrine in Mecca  
Where to Next? 

1. Many thought the Pentecostal movement would usher in the return of Christ  
2. Smith Wigglesworth prophecy – re the Word and Spirit 
3. Today much of what is called revival is merely “Ishmael” - God said, “Isaac is coming” 
4. I believe that the next move of God will be characterized by the centrality of the preaching of 

the Gospel, unusual miracles that defy a natural explanation, healings that are scientifically 
provable and an emphasis on the cross of Jesus Christ resulting not only in unspeakable joy but 
also awesome fear and conviction of sin. 

5. Hebrews 13:13 “Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore.” - - 
talking about Jesus  

6. It is coming, and folks this will be a sign to you, when those who come to see will hear, and 
those who come to hear will see. 


