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                                                             The 3 P’s  
                                                            This Place  
Introduction: 

1. I am desperately concerned by what people refer to as the irrelevancy of the church 
2. More and more people are abandoning the church  
3. There are a group of people who love Jesus but find it difficult to reconcile what they 

read in the bible with what they experience in the church 
4. When the bible describes the power available to you does it not sound like an 

exaggeration? 
5. These discrepancies should challenge our faith  
6. Are you willing to consider that the bible is accurate?  
7. What would it be like if we had a bunch of fearless ones who would actually believe the 

Benediction we pray every week? 
 
Knocking on the Door: 

1. Revelation 3:20 ““Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with Me” 

2. Jesus is asking the church to open their door  
3. “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door I 

will come in to him and eat with him, and he with Me” 
4. Verse 21 “the one who conquers I will grant him to sit down with Me on My Throne” 
5. What were they supposed to conquer?  They were lukewarm, self-sufficient, not 

obedient  
6. It is about expressing pour to Him in song - being encouraged by the message and more 

importantly it is what people discover in their own time with the Lord – in their times of 
bible reading – in the fellowship of being together with other believers and in the quiet 
times of being able to be alone with their Lord  

7. 1 Corinthians 3:3-4 “for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when 
one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely 
human?” 

8. Because of Jesus we have another way to live  
9. Religious complacency is not enough – it is falling in love with Jesus  
10. My view of God was narrow  
11. It is my prayer that the Lord, as He continues to pursue you, that you will come to the 

place where you totally surrender to His purpose  
12. Folks it is important to not measure our spiritual health by the people around us, who 

are like us. 
 
A New View: 

1. The crux of it is because we have an inaccurate view of God.  
2. What if I said to you this morning “stop praying” – Stop talking at God but instead take a 

long hard look at Him? 
3. Solomon warned us not to rush into God’s presence with words  
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4. Romans 1:20 tells us that through creation, we see His “invisible qualities” and “divine 
nature.” 

5. For a moment think of this amazing universe God created  
6. Whatever God’s reasons for such diversity, creativity, and sophistication in the universe, 

on earth, and in our own bodies, the point of it all is His glory.  
7. Psalm 19:1-4 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 
There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into 
all the earth, their words to the ends of the world” 

8. There is an epidemic of spiritual amnesia going around, and none of us is immune.  
9. In our world, where hundreds of things distract us from God, we have to intentionally 

and consistently remind ourselves of Him. 
 
It Is a Journey: 

1. As you read the bible are you not amazed by the patience of Jesus  
2. Peter “You are the Christ – the Son of the Living God” 
3. Do you know how far-fetched it was to believe that this Jesus was God in the flesh? 
4. John 11:38-44 – Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead  
5. When He was in the Garden asking God if there was another it is as if God responds and 

says – “I love these people – I love them so much so you have to do what you need to 
do – you have to become the bridge between them and Me”  

6. All the disciples deserted Him – what about you if you had been there? 
7. They knew He was a winner – but now everything was lost  
8. Maybe, they thought, it was just a lie  

 
Change is in the Air: 

1. Something changed and they began to preach with boldness 
2. John 20:19 for the first time since His crucifixion He appeared to them and shows them 

His hands and His side - He appeared to them  
3. Think about what the church looks to outsiders – is this really what the church should 

look like? 
4. It is not by saying “praise the Lord on a Sunday” – it is by living the life he has 

demonstrated in the gospels for us to live  
5. It is being willing to walk away from our sin and believe like the disciples did – that He 

did not die in vain – that He rose from the dead and placed His Holy Spirit in us   
 

 
 


