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                                                               The 3 P’s  
                                                     The Problem with Palms  
                         Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
Introduction: 

1. Holy Week is central to our faith  
2. Eight days that begin with Palm Sunday and end with  
3. Our focus today is on Palm Sunday  
4. If we consider the story in detail there are many questions to ask and answer  
5. The Triumphal entry is the most-overlooked and least understood event  
6. Kierkegaard said” “The truth must essentially be regarded as in conflict with this world; 

the world has never been so good, and will never become so good that the majority will 
never desire the truth” 

7. On Palm Sunday Truth rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
8. The majority did not want the Truth that day, nor have they wanted the Truth on any 

day since that day. 
9. Why is it so significant that He rode a donkey that day?  
10. A conquering king would have ridden into the city on a fearsome warhorse, or in a 

gilded chariot, but Jesus rode on the back of a donkey.  
11. While he accepted the title of "king," he refused to become the military messiah that 

the people--even his disciples--wanted. 
12. Jesus had specified that the donkey was to be a young colt that had not been ridden 

which suggests the sacred aspect of his journey   
13. Jesus is a divine king and this was a sacred occasion 

Sunrise in Bethany: 
1. The day began as all other days but in one home things were different  
2. It was the home of Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus  
3. This was a place of refuge for Jesus  
4. This time it was different because He had raised Lazarus from the dead  
5. No one–not even the most perceptive among his disciples–realized what was about to 

happen on this cloudless Sunday morning. 
The Master Plan: 

1. The Triumphant entry is recorded in all four gospels  
2. Jesus was in control of everything that happened on Palm Sunday  
3. The story begins with the disciples fetching a donkey  
4. In Matthew, it actually says the two disciples brought back two donkeys  
5. Jesus fulfilled an ancient prophecy from Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of 

Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you, righteous and 
having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey.”  

6. For the Romans, the whole thing was a joke  
7. A pauper king, riding on a borrowed donkey, his saddle a makeshift layer of cloaks, 

attended by an unruly mob whose only weapons were palm branches. 
8. The Triumphal Entry was an “acted parable,” in which Jesus was sending a clear 

message to the nation.  
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A Symbol of National Liberation: 
1. As Jesus began the three-mile journey from Bethany to Jerusalem, the people began to 

do something no one could have predicted – they waved palm fronds  
2. In the Old Testament, the Jews were told to wave palm fronds as a part of the Feast of 

Tabernacles representing joy and celebration and liberation from the oppressors  
Five Days Before Passover: 

1. Palm Sunday is 5 days before Passover and Jerusalem is clogged with pilgrims  
2. The rumor of Lazarus would have spread like wildfire  
3. The crowd shouted “Hosanna” and “blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”  
4. They were shouting words from Ps 118 – identifying Him as Messiah 

Jesus Weeping: 
1. When Jesus saw the city, He wept  
2. He knew the city would turn away from Him  
3. Jesus had the most important appointment in history  

Had we Known: 
1. Jesus called for a decision and the nation rendered its verdict 
2. The King has come but what will people do? 
3. What was the “official” reaction that day? 
4. Kierkegaard: “Jesus Christ is the object of faith–one either believes in him or is offended 

by him.”  
5. In Matthew’s account, it says the whole city was stirred – they were shaken to the core  

Palm Sunday Lessons: 
1. Jesus went to the temple but no one was there and so He went back to Bethany  
2. What did He accomplish that day? What was Palm Sunday all about? 
3. I believe Jesus sent the message that the time for a decision had come  
4. Israel came close that day but it was not close enough  
5. After Palm Sunday, the only thing that was left was Golgotha  

Spiritual Opportunities don’t last forever: 
1. In spiritual matters to not decide is to decide - To say, “not now” is to say “no” 
2. Mere interest is only good if it leads to action  
3. Someone once wrote this ““The reason we do not see truth is not that we have not read 

enough books or do not have enough academic degrees, but that we do not have 
enough courage. 

4. It takes courage to make the important decision – especially a decision to accept Jesus 
as Lord and Savior and love as sold out disciple of His  

They Still reject Him: 
1. Christianity is more than an intellectual exercise  
2. As in the Garden, people still think that partaking of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 

Evil will give them everything  
3. The bible says, “fearing the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
4. If a man will not give Him his heart, Jesus wants no part of him.  
5. If Jesus walked in here today what would you do? 
6. We have the invitation today to be brave and choose Him today – even if you have 

already made a previous decision to commit to follow Him 
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