
                                                 Easter is gone – what now? 
                                                           Revelation 21  
Introduction – Reflections from Lent:  
1.  Our journey through the season of Lent and the book of Lamentations has been an   
     experiment in facing truths that we often prefer to ignore: suffering, death, sin, and our   
     desperate need for God.  
2.  Looming behind Lent and Lamentations is the painful experience of God’s absence—the   
     longing for God’s presence.  
3.  We have seen that we are more open to the pain of others than when we’re honest about   
      our own.  Sorrow makes us re-think hope 
4.  It comes as no surprise, then, that after Lent comes Pentecost.  
5.  While the God of Lamentations is hidden and silent, during Pentecost we observe the giving  
      of God’s intimate presence, and the Holy Spirit  
6.  The Exile of Lamentations is brought about by the refusal of God’s people to be instruments   
      of healing in the world 
7.   In contrast, Pentecost is a celebration of God’s people receiving and living according to   
       God’s empowering presence.  
8.    Moving from absence to presence, from death to life, hinges on one thing: Resurrection.  
9.   Resurrection is not the tame idea that Christians escape to heaven when they die.  
10. Resurrection is the outlandish and preposterous claim that in Jesus, God begins the   
       redemption of the world  
11.  The whole point of what Jesus was up to was that He was doing, close up and in the   
        present, what He was promising long-term, in the future -  Revelation 21 is a description of  
        what that promised future looks like.  
Questions: 
      I would like you to think about the following: 
1.  Describe a moment when you captured a glimpse of life as God intended it to be.  
2.   What was it about that moment that made you feel “this was how God intended things to   
       be?”  
3.  Think back through your life. In what moments do you feel that you have helped to bring   
      God’s future into the present?  
4.  In what moments have you seen other people help bring God’s future into the present?  
5.  God’s future looks different for each of us? 
6.  Consider for the next week praying the Lord’s Prayer  
7.  The point is that we’re pausing during these parts of the day to remember that God wants to   
      make all things new in and through us.  
Stressed Out: 
1.  When was the last time you felt stressed out by Easter?  
2.  Of course it is different to Christmas  
3.  How has Easter preserved its relative purity?  I believe it is because of the the subversive  
     message – Christ is risen 
4.  His followers believe—myself included—after three days He rose from the dead. 
5.  if you believe that Jesus rose from the dead, however, everything changes.  
6.  In that case, you cannot set aside any of his teachings.  



7.  In effect the Resurrection makes a claim on you that is unlike Christmas 
8.  You see the Christmas story is not threatening to unbelievers 
The Easter Story: 
1. The Easter story is both appalling and astonishing and is not as easy to digest as Christmas  
2.  The Resurrection is mysterious in the extreme 
3.  How could Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have presented the details of such an important    
     story with such seeming contradictions?  
4.  Gospel writers, composing their accounts at different times and for different communities,   
      simply reported what they had been told or seen 
5.  The ten resurrection appearances, in their likely order, are as follows: 
   a. To Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18) 
   b. To the other women (Matt. 28:8-10) 
   c. To Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5) 
   d. To the two men on the road to Emmaus (Mark 16:12; Luke 24:13-35) 
    e. To eleven of the disciples (except Thomas—Luke 24:33-49; John 20:19-24) 
    f. To the twelve a week later (John 20:24-29; 1 Cor. 15:5) 
    g. To seven disciples by the Sea of Tiberius (John 21:1-23) 
    h. To five hundred followers (1 Cor. 15:6) 
    i. To James (1 Cor. 15:7) 
    j. To the twelve at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)  
6.  But for him to have risen as anything other than the Jesus the disciples knew would strip the    
     Resurrection of all meaning. 
7.  You see, - Showing them ‘his hands and his side,’ which bore the marks of the crucifixion and    
     the pierce of the spear was not a mere theatrical gesture, but the necessary credentials of the   
     identity of the risen Lord, who stood before them, with the crucified Jesus whom they knew. 
Implications for us: 
1.  The implications for us is that Jesus carried upon Himself the visible marks of His human life  
2.  We pray to someone who knows in the most intimate way possible what it means to live a   
      human life.  He is not only God but God manifest as a man- who suffered for you  
3.  This is the mystery of Jesus’ two “natures”: human and divine. The divine one suffered  
      human pain, and the human one is now raised from the dead. 
4.  His teachings were not only from the Father but also flowed from His human experience 
5.  Scripture often would say “He was move with compassion” 
6.  So what difference does Easter make in the life of the Christian? 
7.  Easter means nothing is impossible with God – it is triumph over death – love over hatred –  
     hope over despair and suffering is not the last word  
8.  Easter says, above all, that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
9.  As a Christian then what He says has a claim on you and places a demand on your life  
10.  His teachings are not only invitations but are also commands  
11.  By walking out of the tomb on Easter, Jesus declared something life-changing, something   
       subversive and something that cannot be overcome by commercialism.  
12. It is a message that refuses to be tamed.  
13.  The Resurrection says to you and I today – LISTEN 
14. ‘If you believe that Jesus rose from the dead, everything changes.’ 


