
SISLEY 1 
 

FANS & PLAYERS 
a sermon delivered by Pastor Brett Sisley to the congregation at Bellevue Church 

on 7 February, 2016 
 

• Welcome to Super bowl Sunday at Bellevue Church!   
o It may seem strange, but do think it fair to say: that Super Bowl Sunday 

has become an urban holiday?   
o What a day and age is this in which we live.  For many, Easter has been 

reduced to egg hunts and candy, Halloween has been elevated to classic 
Americana, and Christmas has been reduced to X-mas, or a mere “Winter 
Celebration.”  

o In honor of Super Bowl Sunday, churches do all kinds of things.  Some 
cancel service.  Some invite the community in to view it on the big screens.  
Some pretend it doesn’t exist.   

o Well, today, at Bellevue Church, we’re going to commemorate this day by 
talking about Fans and Players.    
 I think there are many things we can learn from these two sets of 

people. 
 More importantly, I believe the Spirit of God wants to impart to us 

a revitalized sense of purpose for living the lives we lead. 
      

• What are fans? 
Definition: (Americanism) an enthusiastic devotee, follower, or admirer of a sport, 
pastime, celebrity, etc. 
 Fanatic: A person with an extreme and uncritical enthusiasm or zeal.   

o Fans are lovers of the game 
o Admirers of gifting, sacrifice 
o Fans are participators, not players 

 They may have some level of impact on the game, but they are not 
the feature  

 
• What does it take to be a fan?   

o They needn’t be athletes (mental: mindset, focus, toughness).   
o They needn’t be in shape (physical: disciplined, finely-tuned). 
o They Don’t have to be what they’ve come admire on the field  
o They simply have to pay the price of admission and be present.  

 
• Three Levels of Fandom. 

o Spectators (slide of bored/distracted fan) 
 Have nothing better to do (as opposed to planning/anticipation) 
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 Take in the game when it’s convenient 
 Satisfied with cheap seats 
 Little-to-no investment and no great concern for outcome 

• “it would be nice if the home team won, but whatever.”    
o Sporting Crowd (slide of enthusiast) 

 Enjoy the game 
 Partake with a measure of regularity & enthusiasm 
 Seats matter, but not critically so 
 Small but real investment and an authentic concern for the outcome    

o Season Ticket Holders (slide of fanatic fan) 
 Thrive on the game 
 Rarely miss a contest; life/schedule revolve around game dates 
 Choosy about vantage point (i.e. where they sit) 
 Sizable investment, sacrificial even 

 
• However Fan-atical, Fans are Not Players (clip from Invincible) 

o Passion does not insure prowess. 
o Even if they excel in other disciplines/endeavors, on game day, fans are 

just another face in the blended masses—no one is wearing their jersey.  
o Even the most religious of fans still belong in the stands, not in the arena.  
o Super fans make great investments; but players sacrifice everything. 

 
• What is a Player? 

o Like fans, players love the game; but how they love it determines: 
 Their personal identity (i.e. self-image) 
 The direction of their lives 
 Influence over their desires 

o Theodore Roosevelt: “The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena; whose face is marred by sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 
who errs and comes short again and again.  Because there is no effort 
without error and shortcoming. He knows the great enthusiasms, the 
great devotion, and spends himself in a worthy cause.  In the end, it is he 
who knows best the triumph of high achievement and who at worst, if he 
fails, does so daring greatly.  His place shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who have never tasted victory or defeat firsthand.” 

o A player’s desire is determined by their love of the game. 
A fan’s love of the game is determined by their desire.  
 One expresses itself outwardly. The other, inwardly. 

• This is why players are remembered: they leave a mark on 
the world around them. 
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• And this is why fans are rarely remembered: their desires 
come and go with them. 

 
• I have just one question for us to consider today: 

When it comes to contending for the cause of Christ in this world, are we 
fans…or are we players?  Are we in the stands…or on the field? 

o Because there is one, incredibly significant, way that each of us can be 
players…on the fields that matters most.  These fields are the places we 
live, and work, the places we visit, and even where we worship.   
Our lives are “the arena!”  
 To take this sports metaphor a step further…  Each of us have been 

drafted to play a specific position.   
 And guess what: it’s the same position that Jesus Himself played 

while here on earth. 
• We are agents of redemption—ambassadors of 

reconciliation.  
• Redemption is defined as: deliverance; rescue; atonement for 

guilt; a repurchasing of something sold. 
• Reconciliation is: a setting right of relationship; a restoring 

of something lost.  
• 2 Cor. 5:17-20 says: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; and see, 
everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself,[d] not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ…” 

• That’s our “position.”  If we are in fact PLAYERS, as 
opposed to FANS, we conduct ourselves on the field of life 
as ambassadors of reconciliation.  

• For a moment, visualize: What it would it be like to play 
with the same number, on the same field, worn by Joe 
Montana, Brett Favre, or John Elway? It would be a 
challenge to say the least.  But what an honor…and how 
much greater would it be do actually do that memory 
proud? 

• 1 Jn. 4:17 says: “Love has been perfected among us in this: 
that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 
as he is, so are we in this world. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28881d
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• When they see us play…they should think of Him. 
 

• Playing the game in a way that honors the name of Christ demands that we love 
the game He sacrificed His life for.  HOW we love the game must: 

o define our personal identity (i.e. self-image) 
o determine the direction of our lives 
o and influence our desires… 

Such that we begin to “play” like He played: With a passion to see the 
lost restored to perfect relationship with God—and become players 
themselves. 

 
• Jesus recruited a select team of 12; but He also had a lot of fans. 

o But, as we noted a moment ago, fans are not players. 
o In sports terms, we could say that The Feeding of the Five Thousand was 

a career defining game for Jesus. 
o John 6:22-59…The press conference following “the game.”   

 

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there 
had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat with 
his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from 
Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks.[f] 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 
did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking 
for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do 
not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 
seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?”  
29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he 
has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we 
may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 
33 For the bread of God is that which[g] comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26270f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26280g
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35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But I said to you that 
you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 Everything that the Father gives me will 
come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; 38 for I have come 
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given 
me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who 
see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the 
last day.” 
 

41 Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 
heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44 No one 
can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person 
up on the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46 Not that 
anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 
47 Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 
49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread 
that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 

PAUSE, explain 
 
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my 
flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 
55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I 
live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things while 
he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 

o This is what it takes to be an agent of redemption: We must eat His flesh 
and drink His blood.  I think we can agree with these fans from long ago: 
this is a “hard teaching.” 
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o Playing the game like Jesus takes complete surrender.   
It demands the ultimate sacrifice. 

o And the stakes…they are no less than eternity itself.   
Each human being will experience either eternal joy or never ending hell. 

o This morning, we have the opportunity to celebrate our inclusion into 
what could be called the “All-star team of the ages.” 

o This morning, we share in the sacrament of holy communion. 
 USHERS, WOULD YOU PLEASE COME AND DISPENSE THE 

ELEMENTS? 
o 1 Cor. 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 

you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for[g] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way 
he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.”  

o If you have yet to dawn Jesus’ jersey and take the field, you can this 
morning.   

o Today could be the day you quench your thirst and satisfy your appetite 
for life.  

o You can leave this place a true contender—an ambassador of 
reconciliation to the world around you.   

o These elements represent the very life of God lived through us.   
o This isn’t about being embarrassed…it’s about altering the course of 

your eternal destiny.  So I want us to bow our heads before God and 
pray.   
 If you know for a fact that your life is already hidden with Christ in 

God, I want you to spend this time taking an account of your life.  
Cleanse yourself of any known sin.  And prepare yourself to 
receive the body and the blood of the holy Lamb of God. 

 If you have yet to open your heart to God and receive His gift of 
redemption, I ask that you be quiet in the presence of the Lord.  Let 
Him speak to you.   

 If you hear Him calling, knocking on the door to your heart, raise 
your hand.  And we’re going to pray that He come in.     

 PRAYER 
o     As often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 
  LET US PARTAKE TOGETHER.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28609g
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• As we dismiss today, know that you go from this place as ambassadors of Christ.  

We are: agents of redemption—in our homes, in our cars, in our places of 
work…wherever we find ourselves. 

• If this is the first day of the rest of your eternal life, I invite you to come as others 
go, and share your decision with myself or one of the pastors, here at the front.   

o There are some very certain steps we’d like to share with you—as team 
mates—that will help you take this ball and run with it.   

 
• Benediction 
• Dismissal 
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