
SEE CLEARLY IN 2020 
 
 
I. INTRO 
 
A. Since the Fall, challenges are common to this life. 

• In the Garden… 

• Out of & since the Garden… 
 
B. God became human and overcame these challenges. 

• From the Garden to Sinai (some)… 

• From Sinai to Jesus (more)… 

• From Jesus (all)… 
 
C. In Jesus, we realize victory over challenges common to life after the Fall. 
It is TRUTH, for all of humanity to accept or reject, that in Christ Jesus: 

• The power of sin (estrangement/hostility to God; futility/death) is broken… (Rom. 6:11-14) 

• We are new creations, the old has gone and the new has come… (2 Cor. 5) 

• We recognize and celebrate His BODY and His BLOOD in exchange for ours… (Isiah 53:4-5) 
 
D. To fully embrace this victory, we must THINK, TALK, & ACT in Christ… (Eph. 4:20-24). 

• How tragic, pathetic to be a winner…and yet feel and act like a loser. 

• We must put on, PRACTICE Christ.  

• Salvation is an open door we WALK through… (Eph. 5:15-17)   
o “walking wise;” “making the best use of the time;” because THESE “days are evil.” 

 
E. Knowing & living God’s truth in Jesus is Seeing Clearly in 2020. 

• We must make a Faith-Choice (similar to salvation); but this one repeatedly. 

• Which road will we choose? (Tracks PIC) 
 
F. Miktams & Steles (Stele PICS) 

• Stele = Miktam 

• 6 Miktams in Scripture: Psalms 16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60 
o 3 Parts: Challenge, Choice, Activity… 
o Songs… 
o Eph. 5:18-20… 

▪ Miktams are God’s TRUTH engraved on the tablets of our minds, embedded in 
the soil of our lives.   

▪ They are songs constantly on our lips… 
▪ Exemplify “addressing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs…” 

• TODAY’S TEXT: Psalms 16 
o An all-purpose, generalized miktam (the other 5 are specific). 

 
II. BODY  
 
A. Step 1: The Challenge. (Opportunity to Fear, Worry, Despair…) 
1“Preserve me oh God, for in you I put my trust.”   



• A prayer, calling out for Divine assistance.   
2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 

• The enlightened-natural state of affairs (a point of knowing; incomplete w/o activity). 
3 As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 

• Who we are, who we identify with. 
4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not 
pour out or take their names on my lips. 

• Verse 4 is a counter-example to verse 2 (who we DO NOT identify with, and why/how) 
 
NOTE 1: STEP 1 leads to a CHOICE of two tracks, one earthly & one heavenly (Tracks PIC) 

• Will we back up our stated belief and ACTUAL truth with ACTION? (“faith w/o works…”) 
 
B. Step 2: The Faith-Choice. 
5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

• Picture two, parallel train tracks. Which one will you travel?     
o RESOLVING to believe is “flicking the switch,” selecting the Christ-track.  

• We must strive to see clearly who we are in Jesus & before the Father. 

• God has ALREADY ANSWERED IN JESUS!   
o So it’s on us to BELIEVE and ACT. 

 
NOTE 2: Illustrate and personalize the OPPOSITE of these affirmations. 
 
C. Step 3A: The Actionable Truth.  
6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. ILLUSTRATE. 
7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also, my kidneys instruct me. ILLUSTRATE. 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. ILLUSTRATE. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 

• The believer’s MO (Holy One):  
o The faith-choice made: belief + action = victory, blessing, confidence, effectiveness. 
o According to God’s word of TRUTH, not temporal circumstances 

 
C. Step 3B: The Rationale (supporting the truth; good reason to believe, act).  
10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your Holy One see corruption. 

• The believer’s rationale (the source of our resolve, anchoring, grounding, assurance)  
11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore. 

• Arrival: Heaven on earth; Eden revisited, if only in spirit; first-fruits, foreshadowing.  
 
III. CLOSE 
 
A. The choice is ours, this coming year: How will we see ourselves, others, this life in 2020?   

• Will our thoughts and actions measure up and testify to the truth of God in Christ? 
B. God already inhabits 2020.   

• His plans and purposes for us are already set.  As is His provision, protection. 
C. Let’s punctuate 2020 with freedom; write down and embed steles in the soil of our minds, life. 
D. Prayer 

• Engrave God’s truth on the tablet of your mind for the first time, or once again.   


