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The Church – War and Worship 
 
Introduction: 
 
Let me start by making this statement  - Worship is where you 
give value to something – it is the expression of worth  
 
Everyone worships something or someone it is just a question 
who or what  
 
Some worship their families – some their jobs – money - some 
just worship themselves  
 
But everyone worships something  
 
The Lord in His mercy has designed for us to find our fullest 
expression in life when we stand before him - accepted -  
delighted in - and ministered unto Him - in thanksgiving, 
praise, and worship 
 
Notice in John 4:23-24 it does not say He looks for worship  
 
 John 4:23-24 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 
 
It is very clear - He is looking for worshippers  
 
So the question is – why?  
 
The reason God desires that you would be a worshipper is 
because He knows worship will have an effect us  
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Worship changes your perspectives – every situation or 
challenge you are facing can be changed by worship 
 
The War: 
 
Ephesians 6:12 says “For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” 
 
 If you understand that the battle is not against people but 
against the spirit realm then it will help you to understand the 
Old Testament passages that deal with wars and warfare  
 
I will give you insights for what we do in spiritual conflict  
 
 Like it or not we were born into a war  
 
That does not mean we become calloused or warlike in our 
attitudes in an offensive way but instead we take on the 
resolve of a soldier  
 
As you can well imagine a soldier on the frontlines has a 
different mindset than the armchair jockey’s sitting back at 
Headquarters somewhere  
 
At the frontlines you are concerned about having enough 
ammunition – keeping your head down – and knowing where 
your fellow soldiers are.  
 
At HQ you might be concerned with what is in the mess hall for 
dinner – what movie is showing and when the next leave is  
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And for all of us - the problems you are most concerned about 
reveal where we are at in relation to the frontline of battle  
 
If you understand and grasp what Paul is talking about here 
you will have an understanding of the spiritual life where the 
powers of darkness are defeated and God has called us to live 
in that victory  
 
A thing we need to remember is that we fight from the victory 
of Christ towards any problem we face because He defeated sin 
and death, hell and the grave – we live from there towards the 
challenges we face  
 
The second thing I want you to remember is that often times 
there are prophecies that mention Israel, Jerusalem, or Zion – 
these in fact are actually prophetic words for the church  
 
The Lord said in Ps 132:14 He is going to live in the gates of 
Zion forever  
 
Of course understand it is not a wooden entrance in the Middle 
East  
 
In the Old Testament gates always refers to the place of 
authority  
 
God is saying that He is to be “seated” in the place of authority 
in our lives  
 
With that in mind lets turn to Isaiah 60 – this is a prophetic 
word for the church  
 
Is 60- 1-3 “ Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the 
glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness 
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shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples but the 
Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon 
you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising.” 
 
The question is - how do we know this is a prophetic passage 
for the church? 
 
Well because of that phrase “your light has come”  
 
Please track with me on this - John chapter 1 says “Jesus 
Christ is the light who came to the world”  
 
This verse in Isaiah says that there is something that is going 
to happen after the light comes and we have a responsibility to 
rise and shine because our light has come  
 
In other words -  get up and radiate the goodness – the 
greatness – the power and the glory of the Lord – do your job – 
because your light has come 
 
What is that job? 
 
Being Christ’s hands and feet and voice to the world  
  
The point is this – there is not another light coming  
 
There is nothing greater than the light who has come who is 
Jesus Christ  
 
Just a brief sidebar – but in the same theme  
 
 Isaiah – chapter 61:1- “the Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to 
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the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound” 
 
These verses are mirrored in Luke chapter 4 at the beginning 
of His ministry  
 
Luke 4:18 -19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 
 
We need to understand that Isaiah 60, 61 and 62 are without 
question are prophetic words for the New Testament church  
 

For instance - Isaiah 60:1 “ Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 
He is talking specifically to Israel and He is prophetically 
talking to the community of the redeemed – that is you and me  
 
Distinctions: 
 
Lets now look at Isaiah 60:18 “Violence shall no more be 
heard in your land, devastation or destruction within your 
borders; you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates 
Praise” 
 
Your walls salvation – what were walls in the Old Testament? 
 
They were, just as today, what provided safety 
 
In other words your salvation is safety for you  
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There may be crazy town going on outside in the world but it 
does not touch you because you have walls of salvation  
 
You are not made vulnerable to every whim of what is going on 
in culture unless you open the door and made an agreement 
with the powers of darkness  
 
If you have - it gives them legal right to steal kill and destroy  
 
In the New Testament it is called the helmet of salvation 
which protects the mind  
 
And we all know the battleground is the mind  
 
OK moving on - what are gates of praise? 
 
Does anyone remember about the gate in the book of Revelation 
to the city of the redeemed  - what was that gate made out of ? 
 
A pearl  
 
How are pearls formed ? 
 
Irritation – I think it is interesting that your gates will be called 
praise when gates are pearls formed in irritation  
 
For that reason the bible gives us the command – in everything 
give thanks – in every situation rejoice – always give praise  
 
Why?   
 
Because it is easy to do when your team is winning  
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Just think about the Super Bowl win a few years back – 
everyone was effusive in giving thanks to God  
 
Don’t get me wrong – I am glad they did that – but in those 
circumstances it is not a hard offering to give  
 
But the following year when they lost during the last minutes 
of the game – I did not hear much of that – if any – did you? 
 
Oh yes I heard a lot of analysis and second-guessing  
 
But in that moment of loss I did not hear any thanking of God 
by those who the previous year pointed to heaven and on 
national TV give thanks to God for the win  
 
The first year – that is not a hard offering to give  
 
The second year – that is a whole other question  
 
Folks this is vitally important  
 
When things don’t turn out the way we want that we know 
how to grab our moment and give an offering of thanks – an 
offering of praise because that is really where the gate is 
formed  
 
What is the gate for – not only is it as place of entrance but as I 
previously said it is that place of authority  
 
Listen to this verse from Ps 24:7 “lift up your heads oh you 
gates that the king of glory may come in” 
 
You give him the offering in the moments of difficulty  
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So when you praise Him for His goodness and mercy in the 
midst of suffering and pain what you are doing is violating the 
enemy’s suggestion 
 
 You are supernaturally constructing that pearl as you insulate 
with praise that which has come against you  
 
With that you give God access in the middle to that crisis  
 
Here is what I want you to see  
 
Isaiah 62:1- “For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for 
Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness 
goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning 
torch”. 
 
God has never intended to just get a few people saved  
 
He has always intended to have the righteousness of Christ be 
manifest in us to the point and if I can mix metaphors now – 
that you be the light of the world – a city set on a hill – a 
place of refuge and safety for those who are lost and in 
darkness – a place they can come to and find shelter  
 
This is very profound – for Zion’s sake I will not keep quiet  
 
I will continue to bombard heaven with my prayers that the 
people of God’s righteousness will shine forth  
 
There is something to be said about the passion of the people 
of God for the people of God  
 
In other words we long to see God move in the lives of not only 
ourselves but those who are seated right next to you 
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That you actively – not in a meddling kind of a way - are 
concerned and compassionate and interested in those who are 
of the same church  
 
Eg – little people downstairs / our youth / those who are 
struggling  
 
The purpose of the Lord is to be glorified through a people that 
live as a body welcoming the King of Glory to literally change 
and transform the nations of the world  
 
Now go to verse 10 – “Go through, go through the gates….” 
 
One of the first things you learn as you study the bible is to let 
scripture interpret itself  
 
In the context of Isaiah 60 we can say that the gates are praise  
 
Now in this verse He is saying – as you give sacrificial praise 
it will override the war that is going on in your mind  
 
Intentionally working against that lie that the enemy is telling 
you  
 
You intentionally go against that with a sacrifice and praise 
declaring His greatness – going through the gates  
 
Now look what happens –  
 
As you do that you are preparing a way for the people so that 
those without a sacrifice can also come in  
 
In other words they are going to draft on your breakthrough  
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Read rest of verse 10 goes on to say “prepare the way for the 
people; build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones  lift 
up a signal over the peoples. 
 
It is an unusual passage but it is actually describing the effects 
of being a worshiping community  - 2nd Saturday night  
 
Thanksgiving and praise is giving something that costs me  
 
I have to go against what I feel or think or even am 
experiencing – it is going beyond what is comfortable for me – 
in other words it is an act of my will  
 
So we give to the Lord an offering – this sacrifice of praise as 
we go through the gates  
 
As a result of our act of obedience what happens is you build a 
highway  
 
What is a highway? 
 
 It is a place of easy access – of smooth passage  
 
You actually create a place in the unseen realm where people 
find it easy to come to Jesus  
 
I have seen this for years in scripture and have remained 
frustrated until now  
 
You see - performance for an audience by anyone is worthless  
 
The only audience we should be aware is the audience of One 
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Let me say something important here – do you realize when we 
are worshipping we are joining the whole of Heaven 
worshipping Him who is worthy of our worship  
 
So refuse to be intimidated by the lies and the things that the 
enemy will use to discourage and distract and destroy you  
 
Keep your eyes focused on Jesus and praise Him in spite of  
 
As you do that the airwaves begin to be cleared up  
 
How?    
 
Through a worshipping community  
 
You cant have light and darkness fill the same space  
 
So as we become a worshipping community and as we do 
people around us get set free and begin to be able to think 
clearly again  
 
The mark of the Presence of the Lord – the mark of the work of 
the Lord is always freedom  
 
Set in Front: 
 
 Turn to 2 Chronicles 20: 
 
Jehoshaphat was leading Israel into battle –  
 
They were surrounded and outnumbered and he was scared to 
death 
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Verse 3 Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to 
seek the Lord 
 
Verse 14 -15 “And the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel 
the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of 
Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the 
assembly. 15 And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lord to 
you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great 
horde, for the battle is not yours but God's.” 
 
One of the most important things we need to learn is 
sometimes the Lord does not want to do something for us but 
He wants to do something through us  
 
We sometimes ask the Lord to intervene when instead He is 
wanting our radical obedience  
 
He is wanting us to take the risk  
 
Here He says stand still – I am going to do this for you  
 
When God does this – what is going on ? 
 
He is emphasizing our authority - our sonship  
 
He is giving us inheritance  
 
We e need to know the power we are walking in  
 
We need to remember who we are and whose we are  
 
And let me tell you – you will never be able to predict what 
lesson is on the table at any one time  
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Verse 17 “You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, 
hold your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your 
behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not 
be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord 
will be with you” 
 
Now go to verse 22  “And when they began to sing and 
praise, the Lord set an ambush against the men of Ammon, 
Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that 
they were routed.” 
 
So here is what is going on  
 
When the bible says “ the Prince of Peace will soon crush 
Satan underneath your feet” (Romans 16:20) understand it 
is the rule of peace that has that kind of effect on the powers of 
darkness 
 
In the world – peace is the absence of something – the absence of 
noise – absence of conflict or war  
 
In the Kingdom it is the Presence of Someone whatever the 
circumstances or situation you are in  
 
Let me give you an example – you have a physical issue – you 
are praying for healing – you have people praying for you  
 
What you do in the midst of the situation is praise and exalt 
Him for being the healer  
 
Take the very thing you are struggling with and give that as an 
offering  
 
In other words go beyond what your human reasoning says  
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It is not fake – it is faith that you are exercising  
 
Hebrews says Faith is the substance of things hoped for – 
the evidence of things not seen  
 
I am not saying that you live in denial  
 
You put it before the Lord and then you praise Him and give 
Him thanks before we seen anything work out or change  
 
The point is we give him an offering when it does not make 
sense  
 
Let me give you another example  
 
So here we are – we come together – some of you had issues 
this week with your kids or the job or health or whatever 
 
We are here right now and we begin to praise and give Him an 
offering of worship  
 
The bible says that when they lifted up praises He went out on 
their behalf and defeated the enemy  
 
In other words we have fulfilled our part doing what we were 
designed to do and that is to worship Him and the Lord does 
the rest  
 
Finding that place of peace in the midst of the battle sometimes 
is the greatest battle that we have  
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Strength comes: 
 
Matthew 21: 14 – 16 “And the blind and the lame came to 
him in the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief 
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, 
and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” they were indignant, and they said to him, 
“Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to 
them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of the mouth of 
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 
  
Ps 8:2 “Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have 
established strength because of your foes, to still the enemy 
and the avenger.” 
 
Here it says “you have established strength”  
 
When Jesus said it He said “you have prepared praise” 
 
In other words the offering of honoring the Lord in 
thankfulness and in praise is where strength comes from  
 
When the bible says the joy of the Lord is our strength I 
believe a case could be made that there is a joy found in the 
presence – in the offering of thanksgiving and praise  
 
There is a joy found there that actually becomes our strength  
 
This is why it is so important to be part of a believing 
community like here at BC  
 
Isaiah 60 says his glory will be seen upon us  
 
So what is his glory? 
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Moses coming off the mountain and the glory of the Lord 
was all around him and on him – so much so that the people 
asked him to cover his face  
 
I believe that there is something about to happen in this church 
through a company of people who give honor to the Lord as a 
continuous offering  
 
So let me challenge you – in times of pain and need and lack 
and hurt and confusion and seeking for answers make the 
conscience decision to bring Him an offering of praise  
 
We are going to do that in a few minutes  
 
Is it painful ? 
 
Yes it might be  
 
Will it be battle? 
 
 Yes maybe because you are violating some of the wrong 
thinking you currently have 
 
I want you to imagine what it might be like if everyone here 
today were to get up tomorrow morning an give Him thanks – 
all of us  
 
What would that one thing do to our church?  
 
Then to take it further – what would happen if everyone in this 
greater Seattle did that  
 
What do you think would happen to the atmosphere of the 
area? 
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Lies would lose power  
 
Deception would lose its voice  
 
All these things that violate the word and authority of God in 
our lives would be broken simply because people decided to 
anchor themselves to who He is  
 
Finally: 
 
Ps 149: 1 – 9 “Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new 
song,  his praise in the assembly of the godly Let Israel be 
glad in his Maker;  let the children of Zion rejoice in their 
King! Let them praise his name with dancing, making 
melody to him with tambourine and lyre For the Lord takes 
pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation. 
Let the godly exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their 
beds. Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-
edged swords in their hands to execute vengeance on the 
nations and punishments on the peoples, to bind their kings 
with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron to execute 
on them the judgment written! This is honor for all his godly 
ones Praise the Lord!” 
 
Here what he is talking about  
 
Every time you have lifted up the name of the Lord you have 
gone to war and it is best kind of war because the devil and 
your problems were not your focus  
 
As we go beyond convenience and what feels good or looks 
good it does something in the unseen realm where the powers 
of darkness are defeated in that situation  
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God is a God of justice and the justice He exercises is against 
the powers of hell that deceive and hold captive  
 
How else can justice release prisoners who are in jail for what 
they did wrong? 
 
It is because justice goes to the spiritual source that inspired 
the person to sin and be in bondage  
 
It is there judgment is executed and it is there that freedom 
comes to us  
 
God’s judgment is always aimed at what interferes with love  
 
And there is something about a worshipping community that 
because of their sacrifice of praise experiences justice and 
release  
 
I never want to become a person that is double focused  
 
My focus – your focus – your attention must be on Jesus  
 
So let’s stand  
 
 
 
 
Over almost 40 years of pastoral ministry, I have seen that what 
one generation is asked to tolerate, the next generation accepts 
and the next generation participates 


