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                                                                              The Holy Spirit  
                                                                   Unpacking the Gifts of the Spirit 
Introduction: 

1. Our flag is in the ground – we are people of the Book 
2. This challenges us because the Word of God bears its weight on us – a higher standard  
3. This is as opposed to the Cessationists or those who manipulate the Word of God to suit 

their theology 
4. We are a Continualist church  
5. The Cessationist churches believe that the Gifts of the Spirit stopped  
6. A definition of Cessationism is that the Spiritual gifts that are listed in the Scripture and 

that were present in the first century church. It is neither the Spirit's plan, nor his normal 
pattern to distribute miraculous spiritual gifts to Christians and churches today as He did 
in the times of the apostles. Those gifts ceased as the normative with the apostles."  

7. However, some still believe that God still performs miracles but just not through people 
8. Continualists emphasize that all the Gifts of the Spirit continue even to this day 
9. We, as Bellevue Church, believe this 

The Word of God:  
1. Hebrews, chapter 4, verse 12 – 13 which says: "For the word of God is living and active,  

             sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of  
              joints and of marrow and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And   
              no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him.  
              to whom we must give account."  

2. If you read through Hebrews 3:12 through Hebrews 4:11 you will find warnings  
3. To summarize he says take care – be careful – do not harden your hearts  
4. This warning is from Ps 95 where King David is referencing the Book of Exodus  
5. He then ties the solution for us to the problem - "For the word of God is not was – not 

will be but is living and active..."  
6. Isaiah 55:11: "...so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 

to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it."  

7.  So, it is not on me – don’t put your hope on me  
8. So today if you hear His voice come towards Him – don’t let the Word be meaningless  

The Gifts of the Spirit: 
1. We cannot pick and choose as to what we believe about the Word of God  
2. As we orient ourselves about Spiritual Gifts, we need to be reminded what Spiritual Gifts 

are for – why has God made them available for us  
3. 1 Corinthians 12-14 says they are for the building up of the Body of Christ 
4. 1 Corinthians 12:4 -7 “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 

are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it 
is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” 

5. Spiritual Gifts are the Holy Spirit in various degrees of manifestation or display in and 
through the life and ministry of each individual Christian 



 2 

6. 1 Corinthians 12 through 14 clearly line out what the sign gifts are and what they're for 
and how the gifts are to be used in a local body.  

7. 1 Thess 5:19 through 22 says "Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but 
test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil."  

8. Two things – do not quench and test and hold fast  
9.  1 Corinthians 14 – a discussion about prophecy and tongues  
10. The Church at Corinth was remarkably blessed when it came to Spiritual Gifts 

The Gift of Prophecy: 
1. A definition of prophecy would be “speaking forth in human words simply what God 

has spontaneously brought to mind” 
2. 1 Corinthians 14:29 - 31 “Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh 

what is said. If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. For 
you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn, and all be encouraged” 

3. You need to judge – weight – evaluate what is being said  
4. 1 Corinthians 14:29 - 31 “Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh 

what is said. If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. For 
you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn, and all be encouraged” 

5. We need to train people in the use of this gift 
6. Example from our church - God has told me your sin is going to destroy this church."  
7. We are coach – instruct and disciple  
8. "Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from 

every form of evil." 
Tongues: 

1. The Gift of Tongues and speaking in Tongues is the most divisive and controversial of all  
2. Two views on Tongues: 

a. Tongues is the Spirit imparted ability to speak a known human language that you 
have never before studied or are familiar with – e.g.  Acts 2 

b. It could also be some or other uniquely crafted linguistic constructions that are 
designed to give thanks to God – that are expressions of praise – maybe petitions of 
prayers and these can either be angelic dialects or I think a uniquely crafted 
linguistic expression that is granted to each individual  

3. I think and I have no scripture for this but the Tongues used in the church setting as we 
read in 1 Corinthians 14 is different from the Tongues we use when we pray 

4. Jude 1:20 “building yourselves up in our most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit” 
5.  1 Corinthians 14:18 “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you” 
6. Ephesians 6:8 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 

that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints” 
7. Except for an interpretation the exercise of this gift is not to be used  

Finally: 
1. Prayer – write it down 
2.  ! Cor 12:4 “…. the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” 
3. 1 Cor 12:7 “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” 
4. Without a visible demonstration of our love one for another we are rendered ineffective 

as the Body of Christ  


