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                                                    Old Testament  
                                                The Power of Hope – Daniel                                                           
Introduction: 

1. The United Kingdom of Jerusalem is the name given to the Israelite kingdom 
of Israel and Judah, during the reigns of Saul, David and Solomon, as depicted in the 
Hebrew Bible – between 1050 BC and 930 BC - Rehoboam was the king after Solomon  

2. In the account of I Kings and 2 Chronicles he was initially king of the United Kingdom of 
Jerusalem, but after the ten northern tribes of Israel rebelled in 932/931 BC to form the 
independent Kingdom of Israel (Samaria), under the rule of Jeroboam, Rehoboam 
remained as king only of the Kingdom of Judah, or the Southern Kingdom. 

3. The Assyrians conquered the Northern Kingdom and scattered all the people  
4. Then the Chaldeans, under Nebuchadnezzar deported the Jews after they had 

conquered Jerusalem in 597 BC.?” 
5. In 586 BC, Judah itself ceased to be an independent kingdom, and the earlier deportees 

found themselves without a homeland, without a state, and without a nation.  
6. The deportees were the prominent people of Judah – the people of the land were 

allowed to stay  
7. 2 Kings 24:10: “At that time the officers of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon advanced 

on Jerusalem and laid siege to it, and Nebuchadnezzar himself came up to the city 
while his officers were besieging it. Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his 
attendants, his nobles and his officials all surrendered to him. In the eighth year of the 
reign of the king of Babylon, he took Jehoiachin prisoner. As the Lord had declared, 
Nebuchadnezzar removed all the treasures from the temple of the Lord and from the 
royal palace, and took away all the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had made 
for the temple of the Lord. He carried into exile all Jerusalem: all the officers and 
fighting men, and all the skilled workers and artisans - a total of ten thousand. Only 
the poorest people of the land were left.” 

 
An Excellent Spirit: 

1. Daniel’s life and ministry bridge the entire 70-year period of Babylonian captivity 
2. There is a parallel between Daniel and us  
3. Just as Daniel, we are living in a world that is hostile to us and yet Daniel was a witness 

in the culture – a living testimony to God’s glory 
4. He was deported to Babylon at the age of 16 and handpicked for government service  
5. Daniel becomes God’s prophetic mouthpiece to the nations,  
6. In his personal adventures and prophetic visions, Daniel shows God’s guidance, 

intervention, and power in the events of men.  
7. Daniel was the best and brightest – from a family of high social status – had a wonderful 

future ahead of him  
8. Things did not turn out the way that he had planned – there is a whole world of 

heartbreak in the words “…came to Jerusalem and besieged it” 
9. The heartbreak is this: God made a promise a long time ago to Abraham, “I’ll be  

            your God, and your people will be my people. And I will give you a promised  
            land, and I will make you a new community that will bless the world.”    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Kings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(Samaria)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeroboam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Judah
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-chaldeans-612-539bce
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jerusalem


 2 

Defining your Identity: 
1. So, what do you do when you end up in Babylon? – How did God let this happen?  
2. How could God let this happen? 
3. As you know - there’s a whole field in the social sciences that involves a study of people 

who experience suffering, major crises, or trauma.   
4. These studies find that, as you might expect, a lot of people are just defeated by difficult 

ordeals -- just withered in their spirit.  
5. There are those who actually enlarge their capacity to handle problems - strengthen 

their ability to persist, to endure, to be creative, tenacious, and as they look back they in 
fact understand that they haven’t just survived, they’ve grown in midst of the trauma.  

6. Resilient – the capacity to thrive in challenging, difficult situations.  
7. There are some characteristics of resilient people:  

 
Honor – his deepest value: 

1. Resilient people resolve to honor their deepest values  
2. Verse 8 “but Daniel purposed in his heart …”    
3. Nebuchadnezzar was not a leader who cut people a lot of slack.  
4. Spiritually resilient people resolve – they make a deep decision to honor their deepest 

values and refuse to live as passive victims of circumstances  
5. They refuse to become tangled up in stuff that would cause them to betray their 

deepest commitment 
6. Daniel takes a stand in verse 8 – the initiative of the story shifts – here the captive – the 

prisoner – makes a decision. 
7. He does not view himself as a helpless pawn of circumstances beyond his control 
8. Verse 16 that the guard is so impressed with what happens to Daniel and his friends 

that he takes everybody’s steak away and puts everyone on the veggie burger diet.   
9. Is there anywhere that you are getting tangled up in life?  
10. Story of old man on purple moped  
11. Many of us might be willing to lean over for a closer look not intending to get hooked or 

involved or be part of 
12. God is calling for us to be like Daniel – resolve to live life differently  
13. In the future, Daniel and his friends would have to make some very difficult decisions.  
14. There was one point where they were commanded to bow down and worship the king 

or be thrown into the furnace.  
15. When Daniel was told one day, “Cease praying to your God or you’ll be thrown to the 

lions,” Daniel said, “Throw me to the lions, then, because I’m not going to stop 
praying. Daniel drew a line  

16. I will honor God!!   
17. There is hope for tomorrow 
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