
 

The Offices in the Church – the Five-fold Ministry Gifts (Ephesians 4:11) 

   Apostle: The title apostle comes from the Greek word apostles which means "a messenger, one sent 
forth with orders". It refers to one who has been delegated authority by another. Apostles were the 
first leaders of the Church; they were commissioned by Jesus to initiate and direct the preaching of 
the gospel. The apostle is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
which enables them to assume and exercise general leadership over a number of churches with an 
extraordinary authority in spiritual matters that is spontaneously recognized and appreciated by 
those churches.

Prophet: In the New Testament, the office of prophet is to equip the saints for the work of service 
through exhortation, edification, and consolation (1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:3 Ephesians 
4:11)  The prophet's corresponding gift is  prophecy. Prophecy is "reporting something that God 
spontaneously brings to your mind". We distinguish between the "office of prophet" and the "gift of 
prophecy", believing that a Christian can possess the gift of prophecy without holding the prophetic 
office. The prophet has to do with one’s life calling and is not limited to the areas of edification, 
exhortation and comfort.  The prophet may also operate in realms of confirmation, guidance, rebuke, 
judgement, correction, and warning revelation.

Evangelist: An evangelist is one who devotes himself to preaching the gospel. In the New Testament, 
evangelists preached from city to city, church to church. The evangelist can be called to a specific 
church as well. The evangelist is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to share the Gospel with unbelievers in such a way that men and woman become Jesus’ 
disciples and responsible members of the Body of Christ.  

 

Pastor: This term derives from a Greek word for "shepherd". In theory pastors are gifted to lead, 
guide, and set an example for other Christians. The grammatical structure of Ephesians 4:11 leads 
many to conclude that teacher and pastor should be considered one term (pastor-teacher). Even so, 
the two terms are not interchangeable; while all pastors are teachers, not all teachers are pastors. 
The pastor is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to assume 
a long-term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a group of believers. 

Teacher: Someone who devotes his or her life to preaching and teaching the Christian faith. When 
teaching is provided for the Church by God, two gifts are actually given—to the Church is given a 
teacher and along with the teacher comes a divine capacity to teach. The teacher is a special ability 
that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to communicate information relevant to 
the health and ministry of the Body and its members in such a way that others will learn. 

Spiritual Gifts 
Defini tions
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The following are definitions of the spiritual gifts.  This is not meant to be dogmatic or final.

1.   The Gift of the Word of Knowledge.  
The gift of knowledge is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ as he wills 
to reveal present or past information. i.e. Jesus when he told the woman at the well that she had had seven 
husbands. 

2.  The Gift of the Word of Wisdom. 
The gift of wisdom is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to know the 
mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to receive insight into future events.  This is a supernatural gift and is 
not to be confused with the wisdom for direction etc that believers are encouraged to ask God for according 
to James chapter 1. 

3.  The Gift of Discerning of Spirits.  
The gift of discerning of spirits is the special ability God gives to some members of the Body of Christ which 
enables them to know with assurance whether certain behaviour purported to be of God is in reality divine, 
human or satanic.  

4.  The Gift of  Working of Miracles. 
The gift of miracles is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as 
human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to perform  powerful acts that are perceived by observers 
to have  altered the ordinary course of nature.  

5.  The Gift of Healing. 
The gift of healing is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as 
human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to cure illness and restore health apart from the use of 
natural means. 

6.   The Gift of Faith.  
    The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to serve as 

human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to believe Him to accomplish what can only be considered 
as humanly impossible.

7.   The Gift of Prophecy.                                                                                                 
      The gift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to receive 

and communicate an immediate message of God to his people through a divinely-anointed utterance.  (Speak 
forth the mind and counsel of God.)    

8. The Gift of Teaching.  
Once a person has come to the faith in Jesus Christ, then the great need is being taught the Scriptures. So the 
gift of teaching is the ability to expound, clarify, and explain the Word of God in terms that people can 
understand so as to bring about spiritual growth and spiritual development in the church. A wonderful thing 
about the teaching ministry is that as you teach the Word of God and people receive it, then they become 
capable and able to teaching it to others, who then, in turn, can teach it to others and you have that glorious 
kind of exponential growth.

9.  The Gift of Tongues.  
The gift of tongues is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ (A) to speak 
to God in a language they have never learned and/or (B) to receive and communicate an immediate message of 
God to His people through a divinely-anointed utterance in a language they have never learned

10.  The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues. 
The gift of interpretation is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to make 
known in the vernacular the message of one who speaks in tongues.

11. The Gift of Exhortation.  
The gift of exhortation is the special ability that God  gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to minister 
words of comfort, consolation, encouragement and counsel to other members of the Body in such a way that 
they feel helped and healed. 

12. The Gift of Giving.                                                                                                      
      The gift of giving is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to contribute their 

material resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness. Those with this gift share their own 
possessions with others with extraordinary generosity. While all Christians should be givers, those possessing 
this gift will go beyond this normal giving. 

13. The Gift of Mercy. 
The gift of mercy is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine 
empathy and compassion for individuals, both Christians and non-Christians, who suffer distressing physical, 
mental or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into cheerfully-done deeds that reflect Christ’s 
love and alleviate sufferings.  

14. The Gift of Hospitality.  
The gift of hospitality is that special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to provide 
open house and warm welcome for those in need of food and lodging. 

15. The Gift of Helps. 
The gifts of helps is the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to invest the 
talents they have in the life and ministry of other members of the Body,  thus enabling the person helped to 
increase the effectiveness of his or her spiritual gifts.

16. The Gift of Leadership. 
The Gift of ruling (Government or leadership.)  The gift of leadership is the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to set goals in accordance with God’s purpose for the future and to 
communicate these goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmoniously work together to 
accomplish those goals for the glory of God.

17. The Gift of Service.  
The gift of service is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to identify the 
unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s work, needs and help accomplished the desired goals. 

18. The Gift of Administration. 
The gift of administration is the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ which 
enables them to understand clearly the immediate and long range goals of a particular unit of the Body of Christ 
to devise and execute effective plans for the accomplishment of those goals.


