
LENTEN DEVOTION - 6TH April - 9TH April (4days - end of Lent) 
 
RESURRECTION: 
 
The inward journey is complete - now we focus on resurrection 
 
April 6th - TEXT READINGS  
 
Revelation 21   
 
April 7th - THEMES AND QUESTIONS  
 
Our journey through the season of Lent and the book of Lamentations has been an inward 
journey in facing truths that we often prefer to ignore: suffering, death, sin, and our desperate 
need for God. Looming behind Lent and Lamentations is the painful experience of God’s 
absence—the longing for God’s presence. We’ve seen that laments honor the depth of human 
suffering, that we are never more open to the pain of others than when we’re honest about our 
own.  
 
We’ve wrestled with the way that sorrow makes us rethink hope. We’ve witnessed the way in 
which laments point out inconsistencies and demand justice. We’ve observed that laments are 
also a form of resistance, a way of refusing to accept reality at its most broken—that in such 
ways laments are acts of profound hope. When we lament, we honor the truth of what has 
happened while also insisting that another way is possible.  
 
It comes as no surprise, then, that after Lent comes Pentecost. Pentecost stands in stark 
contrast to Lent. While the God of Lamentations is hidden, silent, and furious, during Pentecost 
we observe the giving of God’s intimate presence, the Holy Spirit, which reveals the tenderness 
of God as both guide and comfort. The Exile of Lamentations is brought about by the refusal of 
God’s people to be instruments of healing in the world; in contrast, Pentecost is a celebration 
of God’s people receiving and living according to God’s empowering presence. But this 
movement from absence to presence, from death to life, hinges on one thing, the one thing:  
 
Resurrection.  
 
Resurrection isn’t the tame idea that Christians escape to heaven when they die. Resurrection is 
the outlandish and preposterous claim that in Jesus, God has begun to redeem the world once 
and for all. We live in anticipation of the day when that work will be completed. In the 
meantime, Jesus has begun healing, transforming, and reorienting our hearts and lives. The 
whole point of what Jesus was up to was that he was doing, close up and in the present, what 
he was promising long-term, in the future. And the promise is that Jesus will rescue people 
from the brokenness of the world as it is. Revelation 21 is a snapshot of what that promised 
future looks like. We’re meant to practice resurrection by helping bring God’s future into 
reality, here and now.  



Questions:  
 
Describe a moment when you captured a glimpse of life as God intended it to be. What was it 
about that moment that made you feel “this was how God intended things to be?”  
 
Think back through your life. In what moments do you feel that you’ve helped to bring God’s 
future into the present?  
 
In what moments have you seen other people help bring God’s future into the present?  
 
April 8th - REFLECTING AND RESPONDING  
 
Bringing God’s future into reality here and now can look different for each one of us. As a way 
for us to remember together that we’re called to practice resurrection, try to pray the Lord’s 
Prayer today at 9am, 12pm, 3pm, 6pm, and 9pm. Don’t be too worried about exact times. The 
point is that we’re pausing during these parts of the day to remember that God wants to make 
all things new in and through us.  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come,  
Your will be done  
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we have also forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and glory, forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER  
 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened 
to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that I, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
April 9th - QUESTIONS  
 
This week we’ve meditated on Jesus’ mission to make all things new.  
As Sunday approaches, consider the following questions:  
What has been most challenging for you during the journey through Lent and Lamentations?  
What do you long for God to “make new” in your life?  
 
I pray that this inward journey has been meaningful to you as we look to Resurrection Sunday 



 


