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                              The Greatest Parable of All – The Coming Kingdom 
General Principles in parable Interpretation: 

1. We need to understand their context  
2. Each parable must be judged on its own merits  

The Last Supper: 
1. The story of the Last Supper appears in the relevant NT texts are Matthew 26:20-29; 

Mark 14:17-25; Luke 22:14-38; John 13:1-30 (cf. 6:52-58); 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
a. The background and context of the Last Supper: 

I) Jesus’ proclamation of the Kingdom of God – Mark 1:15” the kingdom of 
God is near” – what does this mean?  
- Remember the First-Century Palestine was an occupied country 
- Jesus explained that God's marvelous OT promises to his people were 

being fulfilled in his ministry (Lk. 4:18-21: 'Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled'; cf Mt. 13:16-17) 

- He demonstrated the truth by His actions  
- But this was not about an earthly Kingdom 

II) Jesus’ last journey to Jerusalem – “Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:51) 
The disciples knew something momentous was going to happen – they 
thought Jesus was going to establish an earthly kingdom (Luke 19:11) 

                   iii)          Passover Time – The Last Supper took place over the Passover  
- Jerusalem was teeming with people – maybe 100,000 more  
- The Passover was a feast of remembrance and identification  
- The Last Supper was a Passover meal  
- On the 13th day of Nisan (around our Easter) everything was prepared  
- On the 14th day the Passover lambs were killed  
- In the evening the family would gather – prayer and the first cup  
- There were 4 cups during the meal  
- First course was bitter herbs dipped in a sauce of fruit and spices  
- Then the Exodus story was explained  
- A hymn was sung - probably Ps 113 and or Ps 114 
- Then the main – the father would give thanks for the unleavened bread 

which he would break and pass out to the everyone  
- This was where Jesus said “this is my body which was broken for you” 
- The roast lamb would be served with herbs and spices  
- The third cup – “the cup of blessing”. 
- It is thought that this was where Jesus spoke of His blood  

b.  The Form and Wording of the Story: 
- The two actions of Jesus in taking the bread and the wine and giving 

them to the disciples was distinctive about this Passover  
The Significance of Communion: 

1. Jesus Death:  
- 'As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord's death' (1 Cor. 11:26). 
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- The context “on the night He was betrayed” 
- The central action was Jesus speaking of My body and my blood” 

2. The Passover: 
- Jesus was showing His death was a liberating event  
- Mark 10:45: 'The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to 

give his life a ransom for many.'  
- Ransom suggests a price to be paid to free someone from slavery  
- 1 Corinthians 5:7 says 'Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.' 
- The background is found in Exodus 24:6-8  
- Jeremiah 31:31-34 foretelling this all “The days are surely coming, says 

the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with them ... I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or 
say to each other, 'Know the Lord', for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.  

- The new covenant brings forgiveness – “I will forgive their iniquity” and 
inward transformation “I will put my law within them”.  

- 'This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.' 
3. The Kingdom: 

- Luke 22:16 Jesus promises that 'he will not eat Passover again until 
fulfilled in the kingdom' 

- The first was about physical freedom and the second spiritual freedom 
Washing of the Disciples Feet: John’s gospel tells us this story  

- Peter's protest is quite appropriate: 'Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?... You will never wash my feet' (13:6, 8).  

- 'Unless I wash you, you have no share with me' (v. 8).  
- 'If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to  
- wash one another's feet' (v. 14).  
- John 13:1-2: 'Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 

and to go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas... to betray him.'. 

4. Acted Parable: 
- John 6:53 says something remarkable, 'Truly, truly, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you' are a 
vivid way of saying: 'Unless you have faith in the death of Jesus, you have 
no life in you'. 

- Communal Meal – not just “coming to church “but being the church  
  


