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                                                           The Journey  
                                                   From Here to There 
                                             Hope Lives - Zechariah 9:12 
INTRODUCTION: 
1.  I am following up on the message I did on the 3rd of January 
2.  With regards to that message how many of you: 
      a.  Continued to pray into that situation? 
      b.  Have seen God move on your behalf? – don’t give up 
PRISONERS OF HOPE: 
1.   Zechariah 9:12 “Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will   
       restore to you double.” (NAS – “you prisoners who have hope”) 
2.  Hebrews 11:1 says “now faith is the the substance of things hoped for the evidence of    
      things not seen” 
3. “Our principle of action is not shrinking back, but faith. And faith is this. . . .”  
4.  The “things hoped for” are not a figment of the imagination; the basis is the word of God.  
5.  If there is anything people are aching for right now it is hope  
6.  The biblical word hope is actually the joyful anticipation of good  
7.   In the midst of your circumstances you have this joyful anticipation of breakthrough  
8. The word stronghold here is not a demonic stronghold but a place of safety 
9.  It is in the context of relationship with the people of God  
10. Proverbs 18:1 “he who separates himself seeks his own desire” 
11. The enemy wants to separate you from the people of God  
12. It is the combined fellowship under the anointing of God that is ushered in when we   
       corporately come here together to give Him the glory for all that He has already done for us  
God IS THE ANSWER: 
1.  We need to know that there is no situation that you could face that you are not prepared for 
2.  When the children of Israel left Egypt they had challenges along the way - someone once  
      said – “it was easy to get Israel out of Egypt but it was difficult getting Egypt out of Israel”  
3.  During their journey they had an enemy in front of them – they were equipped to win but   
     did not have the heart to do so the Lord took them the long way around  
4.  What does that say about our Lord?  
5. It tells me that He creates detours around battles you are not ready and equipped to win  
6.  God is not some vengeful entity trying to trip you up so that you can feel bad  
7.  We lose our way when we feel abandoned, alone and there is no answer to your situation  
8.  When we face that we need to sit down with the Lord  
9.  You have a history with God and that history is provided to you for this present situation  
10. Many Christians live with inadequacy always thinking they don’t somehow match up 
BREAKTHROUGH: 
1.  God answers prayers but maybe not in your timing or even the way we think appropriate 
2.  Sometimes answers come in the form of an acorn and not an oak tree 
3.  We look for that big answer but sometimes He answers with small answers  
4.  Anytime God engages me in a process it is because He is trying to grow me into the person   
     who can handle the full answer  
5.  God does not discipline with punishment – we are not punished into purity or Godliness 
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6.  John 15 :3 “already you are clean because of the word I have spoken to you” 
7.  John 6:63 “the words I have spoken to you are spirit and life  
RESTORATION: 
1.  Zechariah 9:11 “I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit because of Christ 
2.  Luke 11:24 “when the unclean spirit has gone out of a person it passes through waterless   
     places seeking rest” 
3.  This is speaking of where the Holy Spirit is absent  
4.  God’s restorative nature is to give us back double (Job 42:10) 
5.  Some of you need and “AHA” moment  
PRAISE AND FRUITFULNESS: 
1.  Verse 13 “For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow. I will stir up   
      your sons, O Zion, against your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior's sword 
2.  Judah means praise – Ephraim means fruitfulness 
3.  The secret to answered prayer is that you praise before you get the answer  
4.  The bible says that even although nothing in you feels like it but you are acknowledging His 
     sovereignty over all and including you  
5.  In the midst of that situation God has prepared me for the answer and in the process the  
     acorn becomes the oak tree I prayed for  
HOLY SPIRIT: 
1.  Verse 17 “for how great is His goodness, and how great His beauty, grain shall make the  
     young men thrive and new wine the young women” 
2.  Grain refers to provision – the making of bread – bread is the word of God and grapes – wine  
      is the Holy Spirit  
3.  Those two are the essential ingredients are essential for a disciple of Jesus  
4.  For many our knowledge is so far past our experience so much so that they have become  
     spiritually muscle-bound  
5.  What the Lord is looking for is people who know how to live with a childlike faith 
6.  I believe the Lord is summoning us out of just an intellectual assent of the gospel into a place   
      of pairing our knowledge of scripture with us experiencing the fullness of His Spirit 
7.  Zechariah 10:1 “Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain (or latter rain), from  
     the Lord who makes the storm clouds, and he will give them showers of rain, to everyone   
      the vegetation in the field.” 
8.  If you are not getting answers to your prayers let me encourage you to do two things: 
     a.  Become reacquainted with Hid voice; b. Pray for what is already happening 
9.  Verse 3 “My anger is hot against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders; for the Lord   
       of hosts will visit his flock, the house of Judah, and will make them like his majestic steed  
       in battle” 
10. The Lord is saying here about a worshipping people - they will become as war horses  
MIGHTY IN HIM: 
1. Verse 7 Then Ephraim (that were shot out of the bow of praise) shall become like a mighty  
    warrior, and their hearts shall be glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and be glad;  
    their hearts shall rejoice in the Lord. 
2.  This gives us the tools of how to impact the next generations 
3.  Psalm 122:1 I was glad when they said to me “Let us go to the house of the Lord 


