
THE CONTINUATION  
                                                   Everyone – out of the Shadows  
A New Age dawned 
1.  On the very first occasion when someone stood up in public to tell people about Jesus, He   
      made it clear – this message is for everyone  
2.  It was a great day – sometimes called the birthday of the church.  
3.  The great wind of God’s Spirit had swept through Jesus’ followers and filled them with a new   
      joy and a sense of God’s presence and power  
4.  Peter then spoke of a new life, forgiveness, a new hope and the power of God manifest in   
      and through them 
5.  A new age had begun in which the living God was going to do new things in the world –    
     beginning with the individuals who were there  
6. “This promise is for you”, he said, “and for your children, and for everyone who is far   
       away” (Acts 2:39)  
7.  One way in which the everyone promise worked out was through the writings of the early   
      Christian leaders.  
8.  The book of Acts is the action book of the New Testament 
9.  This is the book of action, revealing how God is at work through Christians. 
10. We could never understand the New Testament if we did not have the Book of Acts 
11. The first fourteen verses of chapter one constitute an introduction to the book of Acts,    
       giving us the key to the book.  
12. Here we have revealed the strategy by which Jesus Christ proposes to change the world 
13. I strongly suspect that most Christians suffer from a terrible inferiority complex when we    
       confront the world around us. 
14. We have bought the idea that the church is irrelevant 
15. Whatever happens in the world happens as a result of something that is, or is not,    
       happening in the church. 
16. As the church has retreated and become more and more marginalized the country has   
       become more and more polarized and intolerant  
17. Our nation has been hijacked by an anti-Christ alt-left agenda of intolerance and civil    
       disobedience  
18. Where are the voices of old who would call the nation to repentance? 
19. Where are the pulpits who speak of a day of judgement when all will give an account of our   
        lives before the Bema Seat of God? 
20. The Bema seat is when believers must give an account of their lives to Christ.  
21. It is very important to not confuse the Bema Seat with the Great White Throne judgment.  
22. 2 Peter 3:9 “Don’t overlook the obvious here, friends. With God, one day is as good as a   
       thousand years, a thousand years as a day. God isn’t late with his promise as some    
       measure lateness. He is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End    
       because he doesn’t want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to change.” 
23. 2 Corinthians 5:10 Paul gives the Corinthian church an illustration of the Bema Seat, "For   
       we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is   
       due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad."  
 



Ultimate Strategy  
1.  Acts 1:1-5 says “Dear Theophilus, the previous book which I wrote had to do with   
     everything Jesus began to do and teach. I took the story as far as the day when He was   
     taken up, once He had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to His chosen apostles He      
     showed Himself to them alive, after His suffering, by many proofs. He was seen by them for   
     forty days, during which He spoke about God’s Kingdom. As they were having a meal    
     together, He told them not to go far away from Jerusalem, but to wait, as He put it, ‘for the   
     Father’s promise, which I was telling you about earlier. John baptized with water, you see;   
     but in a few days from now you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” 
2.  By clear implication, this second book is the continuation of what Jesus began to do.  
3.  No matter how much it may adapt the garb and language of Christianity, if they are not it is   
      not possessed and indwelt by the life of Jesus Christ it is not authentic Christianity.  
4.  Today the Book of Acts remains unfinished  
5.  One day when you stand before the Bema Seat of God will we too be able to read of your    
     exploits for Him? 
6.  1 Corinthians 3:12-15 "If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly    
      stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 
      bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's   
      work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will    
      suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames."  
The Historical elements of this book: 
1.  The first is the resurrection of Jesus  
2.  To them [i.e., to the apostles] He presented Himself alive after his passion by many proofs,    
      appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while    
      staying with them He charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, {Acts 1:3-4a}  
3.  Proof of Life – three categories of proof: 
      a.  He appeared to them during forty days – word here is ophthalmia – they “eyeballed” Him  
      b.  He spoke of the Kingdom of God – i.e. they saw and heard Him  
      c.  He ate with them – a hallucination can’t eat  
4.  This fact of the resurrection of Jesus is the bedrock upon which all Christian faith rests.  
5.  The Apostle Paul say to the enemies of Christianity, "Look, if you want to destroy our faith   
      then disprove this fact. It all rests on this. If Christ be not risen, then our faith is in vain,"  
     {1 Cor 15:17}.  
6.  The second historical fact is the promise if the Father the Apostle Paul say to the enemies of   
      Christianity, "Look, if you want to destroy our faith then disprove this fact. It all rests on   
       this. If Christ be not risen, then our faith is in vain," {1 Cor 15:17}.  
7.  So what does the promise of the Father mean? 
     a.  The coming of the Holy Spirit would be a reality – Acts 2 from verse 1  
     b.  The reality of being part of the Body of Christ "The Holy Spirit is with you, but He shall be   
           in you," {John 14:17}.  
     c.  We will be equipped with power – the resurrection power  
     d.  The hope of Christ’s return – other faiths don’t have this hope  
8.  This the Book of Acts – everyone together filled with His Spirit continuing the work Jesus   
      started – may we be found worthy of the confidence He has placed in us 


